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                Ecol. Lett. 24, 1814â€“1823 (2021).
Monarchs (Danaus plexippus) are the classic example of migrating butterflies, but they are far from unique; hundreds of butterfly species are known to perform seasonal migrations. Writing in Ecology Letters, Chowdhury et al. investigate global patterns of butterfly migration using climatic niche modelling for 405 migratory species. They find that most of the migratory species have strong variation in climatically suitable habitat between seasons. Many also have substantial seasonal fluctuations in range size. The highest rates of seasonal switches in habitat suitability were found to be in the tropics. This pattern contrasts with the case for most birds, which migrate more at higher latitudes. The authors suggest that instead of being driven by temperature, tropical butterfly migrations may be driven by variation in rainfall and its effects on the phenology of the butterfliesâ€™ host plants. The prevalence of seasonal habitat switches among butterflies suggests that they are more vulnerable to loss of habitat in parts of their range and along migratory corridors than has been understood previously.
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