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            Abstract
THE concept of an important fault, the Cabot Fault, cutting across western Newfoundland was proposed by Wilson1 who interpreted it as a great sinistral fault and correlated it with the Great Glen Fault system in Scotland. There is, however, a second large fault in south-west Newfoundland, the Cape Ray Fault, the importance of which has previously been unrecognized. This fault separates two entirely different pre-Ordovician gneissic terrains which, when traced north-eastwards from Port aux Basques (Fig. 1) form the eastern and western margins of the Newfoundland Central Mobile Belt. This belt contains Lower Ordovician rocks in its central part which are interpreted as remnants of an old ocean floor, the proto-Atlantic1â€“5. The Cape Ray Fault thus effectively cuts out this ocean toward the south and juxtaposes its eastern and western margins. It may therefore represent a cryptic suture along which complete closure of the proto-Atlantic took place.




            
                
                    

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



                
            


            
                
                    
                

            

            
                
                
                
                
                    
                        This is a preview of subscription content, access via your institution

                    

                    
                        
     
    

                    
                

                

                Access options

                


                
                    
                        
                            

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
    



                        

                        

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    



                    
                

                
    
    Subscribe to this journal
We are sorry, but there is no personal subscription option available for your country.
More Information


Rent or buy this article
Prices vary by article type
from$1.95
to$39.95
Learn more


Prices may be subject to local taxes which are calculated during checkout



  

    
    
        
    Additional access options:

    	
            Log in
        
	
            Learn about institutional subscriptions
        
	
            Read our FAQs
        
	
            Contact customer support
        



    

                
                    
                


                
            

            
                References
	Wilson, J. T., Nature, 211, 676 (1966).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Upadhyay, H. D., Dewey, J. F., and Neale, E. R. W., Proc. geol. Ass. Can., 24, 27 (1971).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Williams, H., Kennedy, M. J., and Neale, E. R. W., Geol. Ass. Can., Spec. Paper, No. 11 (1972).

	Strong, D. F., Nature, 235, 102 (1972).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Smitheringale, W. G., Can. J. Earth Sci., 9, 574 (1972).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Weibe, R. A., Can. J. Earth Sci., 9, 1262 (1972).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Clifford, P. M., and Baird, D. M., Can. Inst. Min. Metall. Trans., 65, 95 (1962).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Williams, H., Kennedy, M. J., and Neale, E. R. W., Geol. Soc. Am. Bull., 81, 1563 (1970).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Department of Geology, Memorial University of Newfoundland, St John's, Newfoundland
PETER A. BROWN


Authors	PETER A. BROWNView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar







Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
BROWN, P. Possible Cryptic Suture in South-west Newfoundland.
                    Nature Physical Science 245, 9â€“10 (1973). https://doi.org/10.1038/physci245009a0
Download citation
	Received: 04 June 1973

	Issue Date: 03 September 1973

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1038/physci245009a0


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        








            


            
        
            
                This article is cited by

                
                    	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Age relationships along the Hermitage Bayâ€“Dover Fault System, Newfoundland
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	JOHN BLENKINSOP
	P. F. CUCMAN
	KEITH BELL


                                
                                Nature (1976)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Ophiolites in south-western Newfoundland
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Peter A. Brown


                                
                                Nature (1976)

                            


                

            

        
    

            
        





    
        

        
            
                

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



            

            
                

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    



            

        
    


    

    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            Advertisement

                            
    
        
            
                [image: Advertisement]
        

    


                        

                    

                

            

            

            

        

    






    
        
            
                Explore content

                	
                                
                                    Research articles
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    News & Comment
                                
                            


                	
                            
                                RSS feed
                            
                        


            

        
    
    
        

        
    



    
        Search

        
            Search articles by subject, keyword or author
            
                
                    
                

                
                    
                        Show results from
                        All journals
This journal


                    

                    
                        Search
                    

                


            

        


        
            
                Advanced search
            
        


        Quick links

        	Explore articles by subject
	Find a job
	Guide to authors
	Editorial policies


    





        
    
        
            

            
                
                    Nature Physical Science (Nature Physical Science)
                
                
    
    
        ISSN 2058-1106 (online)
    
    


                
    

            

        

    




    
        
    nature.com sitemap

    
        
            
                About Nature Portfolio

                	About us
	Press releases
	Press office
	Contact us


            


            
                Discover content

                	Journals A-Z
	Articles by subject
	Protocol Exchange
	Nature Index


            


            
                Publishing policies

                	Nature portfolio policies
	Open access


            


            
                Author & Researcher services

                	Reprints & permissions
	Research data
	Language editing
	Scientific editing
	Nature Masterclasses
	Research Solutions


            


            
                Libraries & institutions

                	Librarian service & tools
	Librarian portal
	Open research
	Recommend to library


            


            
                Advertising & partnerships

                	Advertising
	Partnerships & Services
	Media kits
                    
	Branded
                        content


            


            
                Professional development

                	Nature Careers
	Nature 
                        Conferences


            


            
                Regional websites

                	Nature Africa
	Nature China
	Nature India
	Nature Italy
	Nature Japan
	Nature Korea
	Nature Middle East


            


        

    

    
        	Privacy
                Policy
	Use
                of cookies
	
                Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
                
            
	Legal
                notice
	Accessibility
                statement
	Terms & Conditions
	Your US state privacy rights


    





        
    
        [image: Springer Nature]
    
    © 2024 Springer Nature Limited




    

    
    
    







    

    



    
    

        

    
        
            


Close
    



        

            
                
                    [image: Nature Briefing]
                    Sign up for the Nature Briefing newsletter â€” what matters in science, free to your inbox daily.

                

                
                    
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        
                        

                        Email address

                        
                            
                            
                            
                            Sign up
                        


                        
                            
                            I agree my information will be processed in accordance with the Nature and Springer Nature Limited Privacy Policy.
                        

                    

                

            


        


    

    
    

        

    
        
            

Close
    



        
            Get the most important science stories of the day, free in your inbox.
            Sign up for Nature Briefing
            
        


    









    [image: ]







[image: ]
