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                    Pearl Huang, incoming CEO of Dunad Therapeutics, is betting that covalent drugs can push the boundaries of the small-molecule modality to supercharge targeted protein degradation.
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                    Pearl Huang learned how important it is to choose the right drug modality for a target on the first project of her biopharma career. When she joined Merck & Co. as a biochemist in 1990, she was tasked with unravelling how the human papillomavirus (HPV) causes cervical cancer — with an eye to small-molecule interventions. Despite rapid results, management shut the programme down to focus on a HPV vaccine. The savvy reprioritization decision made way for the worldwide rollout of Gardasil, and left a strong mark on Huang. “I realized that I was going to have to be intellectually flexible, to be willing to work on lots of things,” she says.

                    
                        Access options

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
    



                                

                                

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    




                                
    
    Access Nature and 54 other Nature Portfolio journals
Get Nature+, our best-value online-access subscription
$29.99 / 30 days
cancel any time

Learn more


Subscribe to this journal
Receive 12 print issues and online access
$209.00 per year
only $17.42 per issue

Learn more


Rent or buy this article
Prices vary by article type
from$1.95
to$39.95
Learn more


Prices may be subject to local taxes which are calculated during checkout



  

    
    
        
    Additional access options:

    	
            Log in
        
	
            Learn about institutional subscriptions
        
	
            Read our FAQs
        
	
            Contact customer support
        



    

                            
                        
                    

                
            
                Nature Reviews Drug Discovery 21, 706-707 (2022)

                doi: https://doi.org/10.1038/d41573-022-00147-6
Interviewed by Asher Mullard
Questions and answers have been edited for length and clarity.



            
                
            

            

            

            

            
                
    
        
            
                [image: Nature Careers]
            

        

        
            Jobs
                
            
        

        	
                    
                        Postdoctoral Associate

                        
                        
                            
                            Palm Beach, Florida

                            University of Florida, Scripps Institute

                        

                    

                    
                        
                            [image: ]
                        

                    
                
	
                    
                        Laboratory Director

                        
                        
                            
                            Houston, Texas (US)

                            Baylor College of Medicine (BCM)

                        

                    

                    
                        
                            [image: ]
                        

                    
                
	
                    
                        PhD, Postdoc and Technician positions in the Cluster of Excellence "MicroPlanet"

                        
                        
                            PhD, Postdoc and Technician positions in interdisciplinary microbiome project

                            Austria (AT) - Vienna, and Lower Austria

                            University of Vienna - Centre for Microbiology and Environmental Systems Science

                        

                    

                    
                        
                            [image: ]
                        

                    
                
	
                    
                        Assistant Professor in Integrated Photonics

                        
                        
                            We offer you the chance to design a unique and autonomous research program, networking with specialists, students and entrepreneurs.

                            Gothenburg (Stad), Västra Götaland (SE)

                            Chalmers University of Technology

                        

                    

                    
                        
                            [image: ]
                        

                    
                
	
                    
                        Senior Group Leader

                        
                        
                            The Gregor Mendel Institute (GMI) is recruiting a Senior Group Leader. The GMI is a research institute of the Austrian Academy of Sciences, devoted...

                            Vienna (Landbezirke) (AT)

                            Gregor Mendel Institut of Molecular Plant Biology

                        

                    

                    
                        
                            [image: ]
                        

                    
                


    

            


        
            
                    
                
            
        

        
            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



                        


                        

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    



                    
                
            


            

            

           
    
        
            
                [image: Advertisement]
        

    


           
    

    
        
            Sign up to Nature Briefing

            An essential round-up of science news, opinion and analysis, delivered to your inbox every weekday.

        

        
            
            

            
            
            
            

            Email address
            
            

            
                
                Yes! Sign me up to receive the daily Nature Briefing email. I agree my information will be processed in accordance with the Nature and Springer Nature Limited Privacy Policy.
            


            Sign up

        

    






        
        [image: ]



        



    
    

        

    
        
        
            



Close
    



        

            
                
                    [image: Nature Briefing]
                    Sign up for the Nature Briefing newsletter — what matters in science, free to your inbox daily.

                

                
                    
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        
                        

                        Email address

                        
                            
                            
                            Sign up
                        


                        
                            
                            I agree my information will be processed in accordance with the Nature and Springer Nature Limited Privacy Policy.
                        

                    

                

            


        


    

    
    

        

    
        
        
            

Close
    



        
            Get the most important science stories of the day, free in your inbox.
            Sign up for Nature Briefing
            
        


    


    

    

    

    

    

    
        
    
        
            
                Explore content

                	
                                
                                    Research articles
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Reviews & Analysis
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    News & Comment
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Videos
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Current issue
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Collections
                                
                            


                	
                            Follow us on Facebook
                            
                        
	
                            Follow us on Twitter
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Subscribe
                            
                        
	
                            Sign up for alerts
                            
                        
	
                            
                                RSS feed
                            
                        


            

        
    
    
        
            
                
                    About the journal

                    	
                                
                                    Aims & Scope
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Journal Information
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    About the Editors
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Journal Credits
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Editorial input and checks
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Editorial Values Statement
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Journal Metrics
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Publishing model
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Editorial policies
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Contact
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Posters
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Web Feeds
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Conferences
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Reviews Cross-Journal Editorial Team
                                
                            


                

            
        

        
            
                
                    Publish with us

                    	
                                
                                    For Authors
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    For Referees
                                
                            
	
                                Submit manuscript
                                
                            


                

            
        
    



    
        Search

        
            Search articles by subject, keyword or author
            
                
                    
                

                
                    
                        Show results from
                        All journals


                    

                    
                        Search
                    

                


            

        


        
            
                Advanced search
            
        


        Quick links

        	Explore articles by subject
	Find a job
	Guide to authors
	Editorial policies


    





        
    
        
            

            
                
                    Nature Reviews Drug Discovery (Nat Rev Drug Discov)
                
                
    
    
        ISSN 1474-1784 (online)
    
    


                
    
    
        ISSN 1474-1776 (print)
    
    

            

        

    




    
        
    nature.com sitemap

    
        
            
                About Nature Portfolio

                	About us
	Press releases
	Press office
	Contact us


            


            
                Discover content

                	Journals A-Z
	Articles by subject
	Protocol Exchange
	Nature Index


            


            
                Publishing policies

                	Nature portfolio policies
	Open access


            


            
                Author & Researcher services

                	Reprints & permissions
	Research data
	Language editing
	Scientific editing
	Nature Masterclasses
	Research Solutions


            


            
                Libraries & institutions

                	Librarian service & tools
	Librarian portal
	Open research
	Recommend to library


            


            
                Advertising & partnerships

                	Advertising
	Partnerships & Services
	Media kits
                    
	Branded
                        content


            


            
                Professional development

                	Nature Careers
	Nature 
                        Conferences


            


            
                Regional websites

                	Nature Africa
	Nature China
	Nature India
	Nature Italy
	Nature Japan
	Nature Korea
	Nature Middle East


            


        

    

    
        	Privacy
                Policy
	Use
                of cookies
	
                Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
                
            
	Legal
                notice
	Accessibility
                statement
	Terms & Conditions
	Your US state privacy rights


    





        
    
        [image: Springer Nature]
    
    © 2024 Springer Nature Limited




    

    
    
    




    
