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                    Scientific and technological advances, in combination with government incentives and regulatory reforms, have fuelled strong new drug R&D activities in China. To analyse these changes, we studied therapeutic agents originating in China or in-licensed by Chinese companies that have entered clinical development but not received marketing authorization in any country (domestic investigational agents). Agents were divided into three categories based on the drug target, mechanism of action (MoA) and the most advanced development stage in comparison to global counterparts. Drugs with novel target(s) or novel MoAs that do, or do not, have class-leading clinical development status worldwide are defined as first-in-class or fast-follower, respectively. Those with the same targets and similar MoAs to already-approved drug classes are considered me-too. For details of the dataset and analysis, see Supplementary Box 1.
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