







    Skip to main content




    
        
        Thank you for visiting nature.com. You are using a browser version with limited support for CSS. To obtain
            the best experience, we recommend you use a more up to date browser (or turn off compatibility mode in
            Internet Explorer). In the meantime, to ensure continued support, we are displaying the site without styles
            and JavaScript.


    




    

    
            

            
                
                    Advertisement

                    
        
            
    
        
            
                [image: Advertisement]
        

    


        
    
                

            
        

    
        
            
                
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                
                                [image: British Journal of Cancer]
                            
                        
                    
                    

                    
                    	
                            
                                View all journals
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Search
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Log in
                            
                        


                

            

        

        
            
                
                    
                        	
                                    
                                        Explore content
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                        About the journal
                                    
                                
	
                                        
                                            Publish with us
                                        
                                    
	
                                    
                                        Subscribe
                                    
                                


                        	
                                    
                                        Sign up for alerts
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                            RSS feed
                                    
                                


                    

                

            

        
    


    
    
        
            
                	nature



	british journal of cancer

	original article

	
                                    article


    
        
        
            
            
                
                    	Original Article
	Published: 01 March 1983



                    The cellular content of non Hodgkin lymphomas: A comprehensive analysis using monoclonal antibodies and other surface marker techniques

                    	J A Habeshaw, 
	D Bailey, 
	A G Stansfeld & 
	â€¦
	M F GreavesÂ 

Show authors

                    

                    
                        
    British Journal of Cancer

                        volumeÂ 47,Â pages 327â€“351 (1983)Cite this article
                    

                    
        
            	
                        216 Accesses

                    
	
                        74 Citations

                    
	
                    Metrics details

                


        

    
                    
                

                
                
    
    

    
    

                
            


        
            Abstract
Five samples of tonsil, 10 reactive lymph nodes and 65 consecutive cases of non-Hodgkin lymphoma (NHL) were evaluated in suspension phenotyping with the monoclonal antibodies alpha Leu-I, alpha Leu-2a, alpha Leu-3a, OKT1, OKT3, OKT4, OKT6, OKT8, W6/32, 26/114, DA-2, 2DI, J5, AN51 and OKT9 together with conventional surface marking by rosetting (E, Fc gamma, Fc mu, C3b, C3d) and staining for surface and cytoplasmic immunoglobulin (SIg, CyIg) heavy and light chain classes. The results confirm the reproductability and specificity of staining with monoclonal antibodies against T cells and T cells subsets. Evidence is presented for reactivity of alpha Leu-I antibody with SIg positive and Ia positive cells in some lymphomas (centroblastic centrocytic, lymphocytic and immunoblastic), and 2 cases showed evidence of marking with OKT3 on SIg positive cells in T cell predominant immunoblastic lymphoma. Lymphoblastic lymphomas of T cell type expressed the marker OKT6. On the basis of these results criteria for the diagnosis of T cell lymphoma are suggested. The monoclonal antibody J5, reactive with C-ALL antigen, showed variable positivity, occasionally strong in B cells in cases of centroblastic and centrocytic follicular lymphoma. Proportions of cells staining with the monoclonal antibody OKT9 showed a correlation between levels of cellular expression of transferrin (trf) receptor and the histological grade of malignancy, OKT9+ cells being elevated in high grade lymphomas, and in some cases of transforming lymphoma of low grade histological class. These results are discussed and indicate the advantage of employing a wide range of defined monoclonal reagents in the phenotypic evaluation of NHL.
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