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            Abstract

                
                ‘. . . .the leukemic stem line is a small minority within the total cell mass; . . . . when the leukemic stem line is not exceeding the normal stem cell numbers, its proliferation may still be under partial control. . . .’ LG Lajtha, Blood Cells 1981;  7 : 45–62

              


              We performed cytogenetic analysis on fresh bone marrow cells and on progenitor cell colonies in a patient who relapsed after allogeneic BMT for CML and was subsequently treated with donor lymphocyte infusions (DLI). Two Philadelphia-positive clones were identified at relapse. One clone displayed an additional chromosomal abnormality most likely induced by radio-chemotherapy and therefore arising in a single cell. This cell displays the characteristics of a stem cell, since it was able to support 20% of Ph-positive hemopoiesis for 5 months. If the progeny of a single Ph-positive stem cell account for 20% of hemopoiesis, a very low number of leukemic stem cells may sustain relapse after allogeneic BMT. This is in keeping with two observations: (1) at relapse, long-term culture initiating cells (LTC-IC) were all donor-derived and Ph-negative; (2) on average, the pace of the disease is very slow after relapse following allogeneic-BMT. Therefore, we hypothesize that a small number of leukemic stem cells may be involved in the initial events of relapse following BMT for CML.




            
                
                    

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



                
            


            
                
                    
                

            

            
                
                
                
                
                    
                        This is a preview of subscription content, access via your institution

                    

                    
                

                

                Access options

                


                
                    
                        
                            

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
    



                        

                        

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    



                    
                

                
    
    Subscribe to this journal
Receive 12 print issues and online access
$259.00 per year
only $21.58 per issue

Learn more


Rent or buy this article
Prices vary by article type
from$1.95
to$39.95
Learn more


Prices may be subject to local taxes which are calculated during checkout



  

    
    
        
    Additional access options:

    	
            Log in
        
	
            Learn about institutional subscriptions
        
	
            Read our FAQs
        
	
            Contact customer support
        



    

                
                    
                


                
                    
                        
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Allogeneic transplantation of peripheral blood stem cell grafts results in a massive decrease of primitive hematopoietic progenitor frequencies in reconstituted bone marrows
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         21 August 2019
                                    

                                

                                Lambros Kordelas, André Görgens, … Bernd Giebel

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Hematopoietic stem cell transplantation for children with acute myeloid leukemia—results of the AML SCT-BFM 2007 trial
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         02 October 2019
                                    

                                

                                Martin G. Sauer, Peter J. Lang, … Arndt Borkhardt

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Comparing outcomes of a second allogeneic hematopoietic cell transplant using HLA-matched unrelated versus T-cell replete haploidentical donors in relapsed acute lymphoblastic leukemia: a study of the Acute Leukemia Working Party of EBMT
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         30 April 2021
                                    

                                

                                Mohamed A. Kharfan-Dabaja, Myriam Labopin, … Mohamad Mohty

                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                    
                
            

            
                
Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Divisione Ematologia Ospedale San Martino, Genova, Italy
F Frassoni, M Podestà, G Piaggio, A Pitto, O Figari, M Soracco, MT van Lint & A Bacigalupo

	DIMI, Università di Genova, Genova, Italy
G Fugazza & M Sessarego


Authors	F FrassoniView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	M PodestàView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	G PiaggioView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	A PittoView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	O FigariView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	M SoraccoView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	MT van LintView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	G FugazzaView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	M SessaregoView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	A BacigalupoView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar







Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
Frassoni, F., Podestà, M., Piaggio, G. et al. Relapse after allogeneic BMT for chronic myeloid leukemia (CML) may be sustained by a small number of leukemic ‘stem cells’: a hypothesis.
                    Bone Marrow Transplant 24, 689–691 (1999). https://doi.org/10.1038/sj.bmt.1701951
Download citation
	Received: 01 February 1999

	Accepted: 18 April 1999

	Published: 10 September 1999

	Issue Date: 01 September 1999

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1038/sj.bmt.1701951


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


Keywords
	CML
	donor lymphocyte infusion (DLI)
	relapse
	hemopoietic stem cells
	clone







            


            

            
        





    
        

        
            
                

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



            

            
                

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    



            

        
    


    
        
    

    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            Advertisement

                            
    
        
            
                [image: Advertisement]
        

    


                        

                    

                

            

            

            

        

    






    
        
            
                Explore content

                	
                                
                                    Research articles
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Reviews & Analysis
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    News & Comment
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Current issue
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Collections
                                
                            


                	
                            Follow us on Twitter
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Subscribe
                            
                        
	
                            Sign up for alerts
                            
                        
	
                            
                                RSS feed
                            
                        


            

        
    
    
        
            
                
                    About the journal

                    	
                                
                                    Journal Information
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Open Access Fees and Funding
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    About the Editors
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Contact
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    For Advertisers
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Subscribe
                                
                            


                

            
        

        
            
                
                    Publish with us

                    	
                                
                                    For Authors and Referees
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Language editing services
                                
                            
	
                                Submit manuscript
                                
                            


                

            
        
    



    
        Search

        
            Search articles by subject, keyword or author
            
                
                    
                

                
                    
                        Show results from
                        All journals
This journal


                    

                    
                        Search
                    

                


            

        


        
            
                Advanced search
            
        


        Quick links

        	Explore articles by subject
	Find a job
	Guide to authors
	Editorial policies


    





        
    
        
            

            
                
                    Bone Marrow Transplantation (Bone Marrow Transplant)
                
                
    
    
        ISSN 1476-5365 (online)
    
    


                
    
    
        ISSN 0268-3369 (print)
    
    

            

        

    




    
        
    nature.com sitemap

    
        
            
                About Nature Portfolio

                	About us
	Press releases
	Press office
	Contact us


            


            
                Discover content

                	Journals A-Z
	Articles by subject
	Protocol Exchange
	Nature Index


            


            
                Publishing policies

                	Nature portfolio policies
	Open access


            


            
                Author & Researcher services

                	Reprints & permissions
	Research data
	Language editing
	Scientific editing
	Nature Masterclasses
	Research Solutions


            


            
                Libraries & institutions

                	Librarian service & tools
	Librarian portal
	Open research
	Recommend to library


            


            
                Advertising & partnerships

                	Advertising
	Partnerships & Services
	Media kits
                    
	Branded
                        content


            


            
                Professional development

                	Nature Careers
	Nature 
                        Conferences


            


            
                Regional websites

                	Nature Africa
	Nature China
	Nature India
	Nature Italy
	Nature Japan
	Nature Korea
	Nature Middle East


            


        

    

    
        	Privacy
                Policy
	Use
                of cookies
	
                Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
                
            
	Legal
                notice
	Accessibility
                statement
	Terms & Conditions
	Your US state privacy rights


    





        
    
        [image: Springer Nature]
    
    © 2024 Springer Nature Limited




    

    
    
    











    [image: ]







[image: ]
