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                The current standard of care for HCV is a combination of PEGylatedâ€“interferon (PEGâ€“IFN) and ribavirin. PEG-IFNs available on the market include PEGâ€“Intron (Scheringâ€“Plough) and Pegasys (Roche). Marketed ribavirin includes Rebetol (Scheringâ€“Plough), Copegus (Roche) and various generic versions. The overall clinical success rate, referred to as sustained virological response (SVR), of this combination therapy is only around 50%1. The treatment is lengthy (48 weeks for genotype 1 HCV) and associated with frequent and sometimes serious side effects including neuropsychiatric events, flu-like symptoms and haematological toxicities. It is also contraindicated for many patients1. Overall, it is estimated that only 10% of patients with chronic HCV are successfully treated with the current standard of care.
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                    Figure 1: Evolution of HCV therapy.[image: ]
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