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                To the Editor:
In last September's issue, Troyen Brennan and Jim Wilson made the case for a pay-for-performance model for gene therapies1. The Western world's first gene therapy, Glybera (alipogene tiparvovec), is launching in Germany at an initial â‚¬1.1- ($1.22)-million price tag, a new record for a medicine to treat a rare disease2. Several other gene therapies are in late-stage development, and both large pharmaceutical and biotech companies have been building their internal capabilities and striking multiple partnerships3. The financial community has also shown great appetite driven by the promise of high drug prices and recurring payments. However, 'payers,' either public or private, are concerned with both the price levels routinely mentioned for gene therapies and the pricing and reimbursement (P&R) approaches being proposed. Here we report payer attitudes to P&R for gene therapy. We detail why the payers' view differs from that of industry executives, financial analysts and academic experts. And finally, we provide alternative approaches developed through discussions with payers in the United States and large European countries.
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                    Figure 1: Results of telephone survey of payers asking payment method preferences for gene therapy.


Figure 2



                


                
            

            
                References
	Brennan, T.A. & Wilson, J.M. Nat. Biotechnol. 32, 874â€“876 (2014).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    PubMedÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	YlÃ¤-Herttuala, S. Mol. Ther. 23, 217â€“218 (2015).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    PubMedÂ 
    PubMed CentralÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Hirschler, B. GSK readies â€œbubble boyâ€� drug as big pharma bets on gene therapy. Reuters (27 April 2015). http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/04/27/healthgenetherapy-gsk-idUSL5N0XK2K120150427

	Leleu, H. et al. J. Viral Hepat. 22, 376â€“383 (2015).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    PubMedÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Hanson, S.G. & Bentley, T.S. 2014 US organ and tissue transplant cost estimates and discussions (Milliman Research, 30 December 2014).

	Arons, I. The Ophthalmologist 0515, 601 (2015).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                


Download references




Acknowledgements
The authors thank Jean Philippe Combal for helpful discussions and suggestions.


Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	groupH, Strategy Consulting, London, UK
Nicolas Touchot

	KassenÃ¤rztliche Vereinigung Westfalen Lippe, Prescription Management, Dortmund, Germany
Mathias Flume


Authors	Nicolas TouchotView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar



	Mathias FlumeView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar





Corresponding author
Correspondence to
                Nicolas Touchot.


Ethics declarations

              
                Competing interests

                The authors declare no competing financial interests.

              
            

Supplementary information

Supplementary Information
Supplemental Figure 1 and 2 and Supplementary Discussion (PDF 152 kb)





Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
       



Cite this article
Touchot, N., Flume, M. The payers' perspective on gene therapies.
                    Nat Biotechnol 33, 902â€“904 (2015). https://doi.org/10.1038/nbt.3332
Download citation
	Published: 01 September 2015

	Issue Date: September 2015

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1038/nbt.3332


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        








            


            
        
            
                This article is cited by

                
                    	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        The state of gene therapy research in Africa, its significance and implications for the future
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	P Arbuthnot
	M B Maepa
	M S Pepper


                                
                                Gene Therapy (2017)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Gene therapy for monogenic liver diseases: clinical successes, current challenges and future prospects
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Julien Baruteau
	Simon N. Waddington
	Paul Gissen


                                
                                Journal of Inherited Metabolic Disease (2017)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Ethical Hurdles in the Prioritization of Oncology Care
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Folkert de Groot
	Stefano Capri
	Olivier Wong


                                
                                Applied Health Economics and Health Policy (2017)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Genome editing and the next generation of antiviral therapy
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Daniel Stone
	Nixon Niyonzima
	Keith R. Jerome


                                
                                Human Genetics (2016)

                            


                

            

        
    

            
        





    
        

        
            
                

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



            

            
                

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    



            

        
    


    

    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            Advertisement

                            
    
        
            
                
        

    


                        

                    

                

            

            

            

        

    






    
        
            
                Explore content

                	
                                
                                    Research articles
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Reviews & Analysis
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    News & Comment
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Podcasts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Videos
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Current issue
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Collections
                                
                            


                	
                            Follow us on Facebook
                            
                        
	
                            Follow us on Twitter
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Subscribe
                            
                        
	
                            Sign up for alerts
                            
                        
	
                            
                                RSS feed
                            
                        


            

        
    
    
        
            
                
                    About the journal

                    	
                                
                                    Aims & Scope
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Journal Information
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Journal Metrics
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    About the Editors
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Our publishing models
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Editorial Values Statement
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Editorial Policies
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Content Types
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Web Feeds
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Posters
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Contact
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Research Cross-Journal Editorial Team
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Reviews Cross-Journal Editorial Team
                                
                            


                

            
        

        
            
                
                    Publish with us

                    	
                                
                                    Submission Guidelines
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    For Reviewers
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Language editing services
                                
                            
	
                                Submit manuscript
                                
                            


                

            
        
    



    
        Search

        
            Search articles by subject, keyword or author
            
                
                    
                

                
                    
                        Show results from
                        All journals
This journal


                    

                    
                        Search
                    

                


            

        


        
            
                Advanced search
            
        


        Quick links

        	Explore articles by subject
	Find a job
	Guide to authors
	Editorial policies


    





        
    
        
            

            
                
                    Nature Biotechnology (Nat Biotechnol)
                
                
    
    
        ISSN 1546-1696 (online)
    
    


                
    
    
        ISSN 1087-0156 (print)
    
    

            

        

    




    
        
    nature.com sitemap

    
        
            
                About Nature Portfolio

                	About us
	Press releases
	Press office
	Contact us


            


            
                Discover content

                	Journals A-Z
	Articles by subject
	Protocol Exchange
	Nature Index


            


            
                Publishing policies

                	Nature portfolio policies
	Open access


            


            
                Author & Researcher services

                	Reprints & permissions
	Research data
	Language editing
	Scientific editing
	Nature Masterclasses
	Research Solutions


            


            
                Libraries & institutions

                	Librarian service & tools
	Librarian portal
	Open research
	Recommend to library


            


            
                Advertising & partnerships

                	Advertising
	Partnerships & Services
	Media kits
                    
	Branded
                        content


            


            
                Professional development

                	Nature Careers
	Nature 
                        Conferences


            


            
                Regional websites

                	Nature Africa
	Nature China
	Nature India
	Nature Italy
	Nature Japan
	Nature Korea
	Nature Middle East


            


        

    

    
        	Privacy
                Policy
	Use
                of cookies
	
                Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
                
            
	Legal
                notice
	Accessibility
                statement
	Terms & Conditions
	Your US state privacy rights


    





        
    
        
    
    © 2024 Springer Nature Limited




    

    
    
    







    

    



    
    

        

    
        
            


Close
    



        

            
                
                    
                    Sign up for the Nature Briefing newsletter â€” what matters in science, free to your inbox daily.

                

                
                    
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        
                        

                        Email address

                        
                            
                            
                            
                            Sign up
                        


                        
                            
                            I agree my information will be processed in accordance with the Nature and Springer Nature Limited Privacy Policy.
                        

                    

                

            


        


    

    
    

        

    
        
            

Close
    



        
            Get the most important science stories of the day, free in your inbox.
            Sign up for Nature Briefing
            
        


    









    








