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            Abstract
Approximately 90% of all cancer deaths arise from the metastatic spread of primary tumours. Of all the processes involved in carcinogenesis, local invasion and the formation of metastases are clinically the most relevant, but they are the least well understood at the molecular level. Revealing their mechanisms is one of the main challenges for exploratory and applied cancer research. Recent experimental progress has identified a number of molecular pathways and cellular mechanisms that underlie the multistage process of metastasis formation: these include tumour invasion, tumour-cell dissemination through the bloodstream or the lymphatic system, colonization of distant organs and, finally, fatal outgrowth of metastases.
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                    Figure 1: The transition from epithelial tumour to invasive cancer.[image: ]


Figure 2: Potential signalling pathways downstream of the loss of E-cadherin function.[image: ]


Figure 3: The pleiotropic functions of N-cadherin.[image: ]
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