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            Exciting new illustration technologies should be used with care.



            
                
                    

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



                
            


            
                
                    
                

            

            
                
                
                
                
                    
                        This is a preview of subscription content, access via your institution

                    

                    
                        
     
    
        
            
                Relevant articles

                
                    Open Access articles citing this article.

                    	
                                
                                    
                                        Entanglement of Imaging and Imagining of Nanotechnology
                                    
                                


                                
                                    	Martin Ruivenkamp
	 & Arie Rip


                                

                                
                                    NanoEthics
                                    Open Access
                                    15 July 2011
                                

                            


                

            

        
    

                    
                

                

                Access options

                


                
                    
                        
                            

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
    



                        

                        

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    



                    
                

                
    
    Subscribe to this journal
Receive 51 print issues and online access
$199.00 per year
only $3.90 per issue

Learn more



Rent or buy this article
Prices vary by article type
from$1.95
to$39.95
Learn more



Prices may be subject to local taxes which are calculated during checkout



  

    
    
        
    Additional access options:

    	
            Log in
        
	
            Learn about institutional subscriptions
        
	
            Read our FAQs
        
	
            Contact customer support
        



    

                
                    Figure 1[image: ]BIBLIOTHECA NAZIONALE CENTRALE, FLORENCE



Figure 2[image: ]MIKE AGLIOLO / SPL



Figure 3: Could this device function?[image: ]WWW.CONEYLJAY.COM



Figure 5: A nanocircuit from the cover of Science.[image: ]REPRINTED WITH PERMISSION FROM SCIENCE 294, 9 NOV 2001 & 298, 11 OCT 2002. Â© 2003 AAAS



Figure 4[image: ]SHEILA TERRY / SPL



Figure 6: Science as art.[image: ]



                


                
            

            
                References
	Holton, G. Daedalus 125, 183â€“208 (1996).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Misell, D. L. in Practical Methods In Electron Microscopy (ed. Glauert, A. M.) Vol. 7. Analysis, Enhancement and Interpretation (North-Holland, New York, 1978).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Hadamard, J. The Psychology of Invention in the Mathematical Field (Princeton Univ. Press, 1945).
MATHÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	PoincarÃ©, H. The Foundations of Science (Univ. Press of America edition, Lanham, MD, 1982)
MATHÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Frankel, F. Envisioning Science: The Design and Craft of the Science Image (MIT Press, Cambridge, MA, 2002).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Bachtold, A., Hadley, P., Nakanishi, T. & Dekker, C. Science 294, 1317â€“1320 (2001).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Purcell, E. M. Am. J. Phys. 45, 3â€“11 (1977).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Becker, L. E., Koehler, S.A. & Stone, H. A. J. Fluid Mech. (submitted 2002).


Download references




Acknowledgements
I would like to acknowledge discussions with Philip Ball, Howard Stone, Mark Ratner, Darell Velegol and Joe Zasadzinski.


Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	the R.R. McCormick School of Engineering and Applied Science, Northwestern University, Evanston, 60208, Illinois, USA
Julio M. Ottino


Authors	Julio M. OttinoView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar







Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
Ottino, J. Is a picture worth 1,000 words?.
                    Nature 421, 474â€“476 (2003). https://doi.org/10.1038/421474a
Download citation
	Issue Date: 30 January 2003

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1038/421474a


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        








            


            
        
            
                This article is cited by

                
                    	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Entanglement of Imaging and Imagining of Nanotechnology
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Martin Ruivenkamp
	Arie Rip


                                
                                NanoEthics (2011)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        â€œHier bin ich Mensch, hier darf ichâ€™s sein!â€�â€”Partaking in the Nanoworld
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Astrid Schwarz
	Alfred Nordmann


                                
                                NanoEthics (2011)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Why Images?
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Megan Delehanty


                                
                                Medicine Studies (2010)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Making the step from chemistry to biology and back
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	David S Goodsell


                                
                                Nature Chemical Biology (2007)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Cubism at the nanoscale
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Chris Toumey


                                
                                Nature Nanotechnology (2007)

                            


                

            

        
    

            
        





    
        

        
            
                

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



            

            
                

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    



            

        
    


    

    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            Advertisement

                            
    
        
            
                [image: Advertisement]
        

    


                        

                    

                

            

            

            

        

    






    
        
            
                Explore content

                	
                                
                                    Research articles
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    News
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Opinion
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Research Analysis
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Careers
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Books & Culture
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Podcasts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Videos
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Current issue
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Browse issues
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Collections
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Subjects
                                
                            


                	
                            Follow us on Facebook
                            
                        
	
                            Follow us on Twitter
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Subscribe
                            
                        
	
                            Sign up for alerts
                            
                        
	
                            
                                RSS feed
                            
                        


            

        
    
    
        
            
                
                    About the journal

                    	
                                
                                    Journal Staff
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    About the Editors
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Journal Information
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Our publishing models
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Editorial Values Statement
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Journal Metrics
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Awards
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Contact
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Editorial policies
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    History of Nature
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Send a news tip
                                
                            


                

            
        

        
            
                
                    Publish with us

                    	
                                
                                    For Authors
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    For Referees
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Language editing services
                                
                            
	
                                Submit manuscript
                                
                            


                

            
        
    



    
        Search

        
            Search articles by subject, keyword or author
            
                
                    
                

                
                    
                        Show results from
                        All journals
This journal


                    

                    
                        Search
                    

                


            

        


        
            
                Advanced search
            
        


        Quick links

        	Explore articles by subject
	Find a job
	Guide to authors
	Editorial policies


    





        
    
        
            

            
                
                    Nature (Nature)
                
                
    
    
        ISSN 1476-4687 (online)
    
    


                
    
    
        ISSN 0028-0836 (print)
    
    

            

        

    




    
        
    nature.com sitemap

    
        
            
                About Nature Portfolio

                	About us
	Press releases
	Press office
	Contact us


            


            
                Discover content

                	Journals A-Z
	Articles by subject
	Protocol Exchange
	Nature Index


            


            
                Publishing policies

                	Nature portfolio policies
	Open access


            


            
                Author & Researcher services

                	Reprints & permissions
	Research data
	Language editing
	Scientific editing
	Nature Masterclasses
	Research Solutions


            


            
                Libraries & institutions

                	Librarian service & tools
	Librarian portal
	Open research
	Recommend to library


            


            
                Advertising & partnerships

                	Advertising
	Partnerships & Services
	Media kits
                    
	Branded
                        content


            


            
                Professional development

                	Nature Careers
	Nature 
                        Conferences


            


            
                Regional websites

                	Nature Africa
	Nature China
	Nature India
	Nature Italy
	Nature Japan
	Nature Korea
	Nature Middle East


            


        

    

    
        	Privacy
                Policy
	Use
                of cookies
	
                Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
                
            
	Legal
                notice
	Accessibility
                statement
	Terms & Conditions
	Your US state privacy rights


    





        
    
        [image: Springer Nature]
    
    © 2024 Springer Nature Limited




    

    
    
    







    

    



    
    

        

    
        
            


Close
    



        

            
                
                    [image: Nature Briefing]
                    Sign up for the Nature Briefing newsletter â€” what matters in science, free to your inbox daily.

                

                
                    
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        
                        

                        Email address

                        
                            
                            
                            
                            Sign up
                        


                        
                            
                            I agree my information will be processed in accordance with the Nature and Springer Nature Limited Privacy Policy.
                        

                    

                

            


        


    

    
    

        

    
        
            

Close
    



        
            Get the most important science stories of the day, free in your inbox.
            Sign up for Nature Briefing
            
        


    









    [image: ]







[image: ]
