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            Abstract
 The integrated light of the Sun, an essentially spherical star with only slight asymmetries (small oblateness, weak overall magnetic field), would normally be found to be unpolarized, as observed in broad spectral bands with common instrumental sensitivities, 10âˆ’4âˆ’10âˆ’5 fractional polarization1â€“4. Defining the Sun's intrinsic linear (LP) and circular (CP) polarizations down to much lower levels (10âˆ’7 or even 10âˆ’8) would have consequences not only in solar physics but in other areas, setting, for example, a new standard for stellar polarimetry. We report measurements of the general polarization of the Sun, both CP and LP, over the whole disk and over large sectors, at an absolute sensitivity level of â‰²3Ã—10âˆ’7, carried out during Augustâ€“September 1986. Upper limits for the intrinsic whole-Sun LP from the best data (minimum Earth-atmospheric contamination) were 0.2Ã—10âˆ’6 in the V (yellow) band and 0.8Ã—10â€“6 in B (blue). Definite CP was discovered. (1) The north and south polar zones showed values of V (normalized or fractional CP) of âˆ’1 to âˆ’6Ã—10âˆ’6 for the north, and 0 to +2Ã—10âˆ’6 for the south zones. The spectral CP rises steeply toward the blue. (2) The whole disk had a net CP of âˆ’0.1 to âˆ’1.0Ã—10âˆ’6 (from red to blue), negative as with the magnetically dominant north pole. The spectral dependence of the global broadband CP resembles that of sunspots5,6 and of local non-spot regions with magnetic flux tubes7.




            
                
                    

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



                
            


            
                
                    
                

            

            
                
                
                
                
                    
                        This is a preview of subscription content, access via your institution

                    

                    
                

                

                Access options

                


                
                    
                        
                            

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
    



                        

                        

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    



                    
                

                
    
    Subscribe to this journal
Receive 51 print issues and online access
$199.00 per year
only $3.90 per issue

Learn more



Rent or buy this article
Prices vary by article type
from$1.95
to$39.95
Learn more



Prices may be subject to local taxes which are calculated during checkout



  

    
    
        
    Additional access options:

    	
            Log in
        
	
            Learn about institutional subscriptions
        
	
            Read our FAQs
        
	
            Contact customer support
        



    

                
                    
                


                
                    
                
            

            
                Change history
	02 July 1987
A Corrigendum to this paper has been published: https://doi.org/10.1038/328092a0





References
	Dollfus, A. in Planets, Stars and Nebulae Studied with Photopolarimetry (ed. Gehrels, T.) 695â€“729 (Univ. Arizona Press, Tucson, 1974).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Kemp, J. C. & Barbour, M. S. Publs astr. Soc. Pacific 93, 521â€“525 (1981).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Kemp, J. C. Proc. Soc. photo-opt. Instrum. Eng. 307, 83â€“88 (1981).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Tinbergen, J. Astr. Astrophys. 105, 53â€“64 (1982).
ADSÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Kemp, J. C. & Henson, G. D. Astrophys. J. 266, L69â€“L72 (1983).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Henson, G. D. & Kemp, J. C. Sol. Phys. 93, 289â€“299 (1984).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Stenflo, J. O. Appl. Opt. 23, 1267â€“1278 (1984).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Kemp, J. C., Wolstencroft, R. D. & Swedlund, J. B. Astrophys. J. 177, 177â€“189 (1972).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Stokes, R. A., Ekstrom, P. A. & Swedlund, J. B. Opt. Eng. 15, 7â€“11 (1976).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Cheng, J. C., Nafie, L. A. & Stephens, P. J. J. opt. Soc. Am. 65, 1031â€“1035 (1975).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Coulson, K. L. in Planets, Stars and Nebulae Studied with Photopolarimetry (ed. Gehrels, T.) 444â€“471 (Univ. Arizona Press, Tucson, 1974).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Pierce, A. K. Astrophys. J. 120, 221â€“232 (1954).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Hoeksema, J. T. & Scherrer, P. H. The Solar Magnetic Fieldâ€”1976 through 1985 (Report UAG-94, Natn. Geophysical Data Center, Boulder, USA, 1976).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Stenflo, J. O., Harvey, J. W., Brault, J. W. & Solanki, S. Astr. Astrophys. 131, 333â€“346 (1984).
ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Stenflo, J. O. & Harvey, J. W. Sol. Phys. 95, 99â€“118 (1985).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Auer, L. H. & Heasley, J. M. Astr. Astrophys. 64, 67â€“71 (1978).
ADSÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Stenflo, J. O., Solanki, S. K. & Harvey, J. W. Astr. Astrophys. (in the press).

	Stenflo, J. O. in Basic Mechanism of Solar Activity (eds Bumba, V. & Kleczek, W.) 69â€“99 (Reidel, Dordrecht, 1976).
BookÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Roberts, C. K. & Boksenberg, A. (eds) The Astronomical Almanac 1986 C15 (US Govt Printing Office and HMSO, 1986).

	Mullan, D. J. Astrophys. J. 279, 746â€“747 (1984).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Giampapa, M. S., Golub, L. & Worden, S. P. Astrophys. J. 268, L121â€“L125 (1983).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                


Download references




Author information
Author notes	C. T. Steiner
Present address: Department of Physics, Boston University, Boston, Massachusetts, 02215, USA


Authors and Affiliations
	Department of Physics, the University of Oregon, Eugene, Oregon, 97403, USA
J. C. Kemp,Â G. D. HensonÂ &Â C. T. Steiner

	Central Oregon Community College, Bend, Oregon, 97701, USA
E. R. Powell


Authors	J. C. KempView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar



	G. D. HensonView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar



	C. T. SteinerView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar



	E. R. PowellView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar







Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
Kemp, J., Henson, G., Steiner, C. et al. The optical polarization of the Sun measured at a sensitivity of parts in ten million.
                    Nature 326, 270â€“273 (1987). https://doi.org/10.1038/326270a0
Download citation
	Received: 29 September 1986

	Accepted: 15 December 1986

	Issue Date: 25 March 1987

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1038/326270a0


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        








            


            
        
            
                This article is cited by

                
                    	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        The search for living worlds and the connection to our cosmic origins
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	M. A. Barstow
	S. Aigrain
	M. Tosi


                                
                                Experimental Astronomy (2022)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Spectropolarimetry as a tool for understanding the diversity of planetary atmospheres
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	L. Rossi
	J. Berzosa-Molina
	A. Vidotto


                                
                                Experimental Astronomy (2022)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Simple multi-wavelength imaging of birefringence:case study of silk
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Reo Honda
	Meguya Ryu
	Junko Morikawa


                                
                                Scientific Reports (2018)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Electro-optic modulation analysis of a Y-cut Z-propagation LiNbO3 light modulator: Comparison with an X-cut Z-propagation LiNbO3 light modulator and a dual LiNbO3 crystal type modulator
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Kuniharu Takizawa
	Lianhua Jin


                                
                                Optical Review (2011)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Temperature characteristics of a Y-cut Z-propagation LiNbO3 light modulator for application to polarimeters
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Kuniharu Takizawa
	Kazuya Yonekura
	Lianhua Jin


                                
                                Optical Review (2010)

                            


                

            

        
    

            
                Comments
By submitting a comment you agree to abide by our Terms and Community Guidelines. If you find something abusive or that does not comply with our terms or guidelines please flag it as inappropriate.



                
                    
                    

                

            
        





    
        

        
            
                

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



            

            
                

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    



            

        
    


    
        
    

    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            Advertisement

                            
    
        
            
                
        

    


                        

                    

                

            

            

            

        

    






    
        
            
                Explore content

                	
                                
                                    Research articles
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    News
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Opinion
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Research Analysis
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Careers
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Books & Culture
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Podcasts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Videos
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Current issue
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Browse issues
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Collections
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Subjects
                                
                            


                	
                            Follow us on Facebook
                            
                        
	
                            Follow us on Twitter
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Subscribe
                            
                        
	
                            Sign up for alerts
                            
                        
	
                            
                                RSS feed
                            
                        


            

        
    
    
        
            
                
                    About the journal

                    	
                                
                                    Journal Staff
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    About the Editors
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Journal Information
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Our publishing models
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Editorial Values Statement
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Journal Metrics
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Awards
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Contact
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Editorial policies
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    History of Nature
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Send a news tip
                                
                            


                

            
        

        
            
                
                    Publish with us

                    	
                                
                                    For Authors
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    For Referees
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Language editing services
                                
                            
	
                                Submit manuscript
                                
                            


                

            
        
    



    
        Search

        
            Search articles by subject, keyword or author
            
                
                    
                

                
                    
                        Show results from
                        All journals
This journal


                    

                    
                        Search
                    

                


            

        


        
            
                Advanced search
            
        


        Quick links

        	Explore articles by subject
	Find a job
	Guide to authors
	Editorial policies


    





        
    
        
            

            
                
                    Nature (Nature)
                
                
    
    
        ISSN 1476-4687 (online)
    
    


                
    
    
        ISSN 0028-0836 (print)
    
    

            

        

    




    
        
    nature.com sitemap

    
        
            
                About Nature Portfolio

                	About us
	Press releases
	Press office
	Contact us


            


            
                Discover content

                	Journals A-Z
	Articles by subject
	Protocol Exchange
	Nature Index


            


            
                Publishing policies

                	Nature portfolio policies
	Open access


            


            
                Author & Researcher services

                	Reprints & permissions
	Research data
	Language editing
	Scientific editing
	Nature Masterclasses
	Research Solutions


            


            
                Libraries & institutions

                	Librarian service & tools
	Librarian portal
	Open research
	Recommend to library


            


            
                Advertising & partnerships

                	Advertising
	Partnerships & Services
	Media kits
                    
	Branded
                        content


            


            
                Professional development

                	Nature Careers
	Nature 
                        Conferences


            


            
                Regional websites

                	Nature Africa
	Nature China
	Nature India
	Nature Italy
	Nature Japan
	Nature Korea
	Nature Middle East


            


        

    

    
        	Privacy
                Policy
	Use
                of cookies
	
                Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
                
            
	Legal
                notice
	Accessibility
                statement
	Terms & Conditions
	Your US state privacy rights


    





        
    
        
    
    © 2024 Springer Nature Limited




    

    
    
    







    

    



    
    

        

    
        
            


Close
    



        

            
                
                    
                    Sign up for the Nature Briefing newsletter â€” what matters in science, free to your inbox daily.

                

                
                    
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        
                        

                        Email address

                        
                            
                            
                            
                            Sign up
                        


                        
                            
                            I agree my information will be processed in accordance with the Nature and Springer Nature Limited Privacy Policy.
                        

                    

                

            


        


    

    
    

        

    
        
            

Close
    



        
            Get the most important science stories of the day, free in your inbox.
            Sign up for Nature Briefing
            
        


    









    








