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            International Polar Year 2007â€“2009 had three predecessors 125, 75 and 50 years ago. These international research efforts were not free from geopolitical interests.
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                    Figure 1: Distribution of the seven territorial claims in Antarctica.[image: ]


Figure 2: Photograph of the US Antarctic IGY seismic and glaciological traverse from Little America to Byrd Station in February 1957.[image: ]CHARLES BENTLEY
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