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            Abstract
Background An asymptomatic 18-year-old female presented in December 2002 with a left pulmonary mass, and an enlarged mediastinum and left hilum, detected on a routine chest X-ray. She had never smoked, and had no history of exposure to known carcinogens, no history of serious illnesses and no family history of malignancy. Superficial lymph nodes were not palpable. A CT scan of the chest disclosed a round tumor in the left lower lobe and marked enlargement of the ipsilateral hilar and mediastinal lymph nodes.
Investigations CT scan of the chest, routine hematological study, sputum smear and culture for acid-fast bacilli, transbronchial lung biopsy, serum tumor markers, CT scan of the abdomen, MRI scan of the head, bone scintigraphy, lung function tests, blood gas analysis, pathological examination including hematoxylinâ€“eosin staining and immunohistochemistry using chromogranin A, CD56 (neural cell adhesion molecule), and cytokeratin antibodies.
Diagnosis Limited-stage small-cell lung cancer (T1N2M0, clinical stage IIIA).
Management Etoposide plus cisplatin chemotherapy with concurrent accelerated hyperfractionated thoracic radiotherapy, left pneumonectomy and lymph-node dissection.




            
                
                    

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



                
            


            
                
                    
                

            

            
                
                
                
                
                    
                        This is a preview of subscription content, access via your institution

                    

                    
                

                

                Access options

                


                
                    
                        
                            

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
    



                        

                        

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    



                    
                

                
    
    Subscribe to this journal
Receive 12 print issues and online access
$209.00 per year
only $17.42 per issue

Learn more


Rent or buy this article
Prices vary by article type
from$1.95
to$39.95
Learn more


Prices may be subject to local taxes which are calculated during checkout



  

    
    
        
    Additional access options:

    	
            Log in
        
	
            Learn about institutional subscriptions
        
	
            Read our FAQs
        
	
            Contact customer support
        



    

                
                    Figure 1: The patient's chest X-ray and chest CT scan at the initial diagnosis.[image: ]


Figure 2: The patient's transbronchial lung-biopsy specimen.[image: ]
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