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            Bat species eaten by people in central Africa show evidence of symptomless Ebola infection.

Abstract
The first recorded human outbreak of Ebola virus was in 1976, but the wild reservoir of this virus is still unknown1. Here we test for Ebola in more than a thousand small vertebrates that were collected during Ebola outbreaks in humans and great apes between 2001 and 2003 in Gabon and the Republic of the Congo. We find evidence of asymptomatic infection by Ebola virus in three species of fruit bat, indicating that these animals may be acting as a reservoir for this deadly virus.
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                    Figure 1: Fruit bats as potential carriers of Ebola virus.[image: ]
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        Editorial Summary
Ebola virus: don't eat the bats
Since the first human cases of Ebola virus infection were recorded in 1976, much effort has gone into the search for a viral reservoir in wild animals. Now a candidate has been found. Tests in over a thousand small vertebrates from Gabon and the Republic of Congo reveal asymptomatic Ebola virus infection in three species of fruit bat. These are eaten by local populations, suggesting a possible route for human infection.
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