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                SIR â€“ The 22q11 deletion syndrome (22q11DS) is a relatively common (population rate 0.01%)1 genetic anomaly associated with congenital physical defects and psychosis. To date, 22q11DS rates in adult onset schizophrenia (AOS) are reported as: two out of 100,1 one out of 300,3 one out of 329 cases of adult onset, and none among 141 cases of â€˜juvenile onsetâ€™ (<18 years old, mean age=15.6) (Table 1).4 Thus, combined rate of 22q11DS in AOS samples is 4/870 (0.46%).
Table 1 Rates of 22q11 deletion syndrome in childhood onset schizophrenia and adult onset schizophrenia samplesFull size table

Childhood onset schizophrenia (COS) is a rare but severe form of the illness hypothesized to have high genetic loading. In COS, a high rate of several cytogenetic abnormalities including 22q11DS has been reported previously.5 Here, we provide an update on the rate and neurobiological characteristics of 22q11DS in COS and compare the rate with that in AOS.
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