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            Abstract
THE â€œhost shut-offâ€� function of T7 phage has been thought to result from an inhibition of the host Escherichia coli RNA polymerase, which transcribes host RNA and T7 early mRNA, by an early T7 protein presumably the product of gene 0.7, or the â€œhost shut-offâ€� gene1â€“4. When T7 infection proceeds, early mRNA synthesis is shut off and the T7-specific RNA polymerase5, the product of an early gene of T7 (gene 1), transcribes late mRNA. Thus, â€œhost shut-offâ€� is another control factor involved in the earlyâ€“late switch of T7 gene expression in addition to the switch of two RNA polymerases from the host to the phage-coded enzyme transcribing early mRNA and late mRNA, respectively, at different times of infection3.
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