







    Skip to main content




    
        
        Thank you for visiting nature.com. You are using a browser version with limited support for CSS. To obtain
            the best experience, we recommend you use a more up to date browser (or turn off compatibility mode in
            Internet Explorer). In the meantime, to ensure continued support, we are displaying the site without styles
            and JavaScript.


    




    

    
            

            
                
                    Advertisement

                    
        
            
    
        
            
                [image: Advertisement]
        

    


        
    
                

            
        

    
        
            
                
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                
                                [image: Nature]
                            
                        
                    
                    

                    
                    	
                            
                                View all journals
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Search
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Log in
                            
                        


                

            

        

        
            
                
                    
                        	
                                    
                                        Explore content
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                        About the journal
                                    
                                
	
                                        
                                            Publish with us
                                        
                                    
	
                                    
                                        Subscribe
                                    
                                


                        	
                                    
                                        Sign up for alerts
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                            RSS feed
                                    
                                


                    

                

            

        
    


    
    
        
            
                	nature



	letters

	
                                    article


    
        
        
            
            
                
                    	Letter
	Published: 19 November 1903



                    Note on the Arctic Fox (Canis lagopus)

                    	W. F. LANCHESTER1Â 



                    

                    
                        
    Nature

                        volumeÂ 69,Â pages 55â€“56 (1903)Cite this article
                    

                    
        
            	
                        35 Accesses

                    
	
                    Metrics details

                


        

    
                    
                

                
                
    
    

    
    

                
            


        
            Abstract
A RATHER peculiar error in regard to this animal seems in danger of being perpetuated in certain contemporary literature, in which it is stated that, while in the other regions of its distribution the Arctic fox generally acquires a white winter coat, in Iceland this change never takes place, but that all the foxes there are blue. As a matter of fact, this fox turns white in the Icelandic winter as elsewhere, with this reservation only, that the proportion of blue winter forms there is greater than the proportion in the Arctic regions generally, the white forms, however, probably still remaining in an actual majority. I believe this occurrence of the white phase in Iceland is so far well known that I need not dwell on the evidence for it; from personal experience, however, I can corroborate it. It is a small point, but in so far as error is abroad, it seems advisable to correct it.
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