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                To the editor:
Your editorial 'Standard operating procedures” in the November issue (Nat. Biotechnol. 24, 1299, 2006) highlights the impetus for standards development in biology. Such standards are particularly important in the area of systems biology, which aims to build models and quantitative simulations of complex biological systems. In particular, standards concerning modeling workflows, data formats and model publication are needed to facilitate collaboration and communication between modelers and experimenters from diverse scientific backgrounds. Various aspects of standardization have already been addressed, such as minimal requirements in the annotation of biochemical models (MIRIAM1), compatibility of tools for kinetic modeling2 and lessons that can be drawn from standards in high-throughput technologies3. Standardization is intensely debated in the systems biology community and plays a major role on the level of research politics: almost all systems biology projects that are currently funded by the European Commission (Brussels) promise to develop or define standards.
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