







    Skip to main content




    
        
        Thank you for visiting nature.com. You are using a browser version with limited support for CSS. To obtain
            the best experience, we recommend you use a more up to date browser (or turn off compatibility mode in
            Internet Explorer). In the meantime, to ensure continued support, we are displaying the site without styles
            and JavaScript.


    




    

    
            

            
                
                    Advertisement

                    
        
            
    
        
            
                [image: Advertisement]
        

    


        
    
                

            
        

    
        
            
                
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                
                                [image: Nature]
                            
                        
                    
                    

                    
                    	
                            
                                View all journals
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Search
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Log in
                            
                        


                

            

        

        
            
                
                    
                        	
                                    
                                        Explore content
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                        About the journal
                                    
                                
	
                                        
                                            Publish with us
                                        
                                    
	
                                    
                                        Subscribe
                                    
                                


                        	
                                    
                                        Sign up for alerts
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                            RSS feed
                                    
                                


                    

                

            

        
    


    
    
        
            
                	nature



	books received

	
                                    article


    
        
        
            
            
                
                    	Books Received
	Published: 03 July 1879



                    
              Thomson and Tait's Natural Philosophy
            

                    	J. CLERK MAXWELLÂ 



                    
                        
                    

                    
                        
    Nature

                        volumeÂ 20,Â pages 213â€“216 (1879)Cite this article
                    

                    
        
            	
                        343 Accesses

                    
	
                        2 Citations

                    
	
                    Metrics details

                


        

    
                    
                

                
                
    
    

    
    

                
            


        
            Abstract
THE year 1867 will long be remembered by natural philosophers as that of the publication of the first volume of â€œThomson and Tait.â€� They had long been waiting for the book, and in the preface the delay was accounted for by the necessity of anticipating the wants of the other three volumes, in which the remaining divisions of Natural Philosophy were to be treated. The reader was also reminded, that if in any passage he failed to appreciate the aim of the authors, the reason might be that what he was studying was in reality a prospective contrivance, the true aim of which would not become manifest until after the perusal of that part of the work for which it was designed to prepare the way.


Treatise on Natural Philosophy.
Sir William Thomson, LL.D., D.C.L,, F.R.S., Professor of Natural Philosophy in the University of Glasgow, Fellow of St. Peter's College, Cambridge, and Peter Guthrie Tait, M.A., Professor of Natural Philosophy in the University of Edinburgh, formerly Fellow of St. Peter's College, Cambridge. Vol. I. Part I. New Edition. (Cambridge, at the University Press, 1879.)
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