
Style and formatting checklist 
Comment Articles 

Manuscripts must be formatted as below at the point of acceptance. Manuscripts do not need to be formatted at 
submission or during revision. 

Main manuscript
Author list The author list provided in your article must match that provided on our manuscript 

tracking system. ☐

Author list Job titles must not be included in the affiliations or author list. ☐
Author list Affiliations must be numbered in the order of their first appearance in the author list. ☐
Author list Each affiliation must contain only one address. ☐
Author list Author affiliations must include institution, city and country. ☐
Author list At least one corresponding author must be designated. ☐
Author list An e-mail address must be provided for each corresponding author, and only one e-mail 

address is permitted per corresponding author. ☐
Author list For each corresponding author, and for any author who wishes for their ORCID to be 

included in the final article, an ORCID should be included in their author profile in our 
manuscript tracking system prior to formal acceptance.  ORCIDs cannot be added at the 
proof stage. 

☐

Preface A preface, of less than ~40 words, should be provided and should serve to whet the 
reader’s appetite. We recommend a two sentence format where the first sentence 
provides background information and the second sentence begins with 'Here...' and very 
briefly summarizes the content of the Comment article. 

☐

Abstract Graphical abstracts are not supported and should not be supplied. ☐
Language and style Text must not be copied directly from published work (even your own) without clear 

attribution, including one or more references. ☐

Language and style Acronyms should be defined upon first use. Non-standard two letter abbreviations 
should be avoided. Acronyms and abbreviations should be used only if they appear three 
or more times in the text. No list or table of abbreviations/definitions is permitted. 

☐

Language and style Mathematical terms should conform to the following guidelines:
 Scalar variables (e.g. x, V, χ) should be typeset in italics.  
 Multi-letter variables should be formatted in Roman. 
 Constants (e.g. ħ, G, c) should be typeset in italics (the only exceptions being e, i, π, 

which should be typeset in Roman) and vectors (such as r, the wavevector k, or the 
magnetic field vector B) should be typeset in bold without italics. 

 In contrast, subscripts and superscripts should only be italicised if they too are 
variables or constants. Those that are labels (such as the 'c' in the critical 
temperature, Tc, the 'F' in the Fermi energy, EF, or the 'crit' in the critical current, 
Icrit) should be typeset in Roman. 

 To avoid doubt, unit dimensions should be expressed using negative integers (e.g. 
kg m-1 s-2, not kg/ms2) or the word 'per'. 

☐

Display items Please check whether your manuscript contains third-party images, such as figures from 
the literature, stock photos, clip art or commercial satellite and map data. We discourage 
the use or adaptation of previously published images, but if this is unavoidable, please 
request the necessary rights documentation to re-use such material from the relevant 
copyright holders and supply this to us when you submit your manuscript.  

An appropriate permissions statement must be present in the relative figure caption for 
any third-party images. 

☐



Display items Schemes are not permitted and must be labelled as Figures instead. ☐
Display items Chemical reactions must be labelled as Equations if displayed as text, or as Figures if 

displayed as images. ☐
Display items Figure captions must start with a brief title that describes the Figure as a whole and does 

not contain reference to specific figure panels. ☐
Display items Figure captions must also have a legend that defines each Figure panel individually. 

Figure panels must be labelled with lower case letters, and all panels must be defined in 
order in the legend. 

☐

Display items Abbreviations, symbols, colours and shading must be defined, even if previously defined 
in the main text. Where error bars are used, they must also be defined.  Microscopy 
images and photographs must be accompanied by scale bars. 

☐

Display items Tables must have a caption. Abbreviations and symbols/variables listed in Tables must be 
defined in the Table caption. ☐

Display items Data in Tables must be free from bold/italic formatting unless this has been clearly 
defined in the footnote. Tables must only contain black and white text, with no colours 
or shading. 

☐

Display items Where Tables contain images, each image should appear in its own cell in the absence of 
any text. ☐

Display items All Figures and Tables must be cited in the text in numerical order. ☐
References References  must be listed by number and should be given in the order of appearance in 

the text, then tables, figures and finally boxes. ☐
References Each reference must contain only one item; compound references are not permitted. ☐
References Manuscript citations must include journal title; article title; volume number; start and 

end page or article number or DOI; and year of publication, in this order. ☐
References No publication can be present more than once in the reference list. ☐
References No footnotes are permitted in the references or elsewhere. Text must instead be 

incorporated into the main text, the Methods section, or the Supplementary 
Information. 

☐

References Only articles that have been published or accepted by a named publication or recognised 
preprint server can be listed in the References. Other persistent and recognised sources 
such as books and monographs are also permitted. Websites should only be cited if they 
are in common use or curated. 

☐

Acknowledgements Any acknowledgements must be relevant, appropriate and kept to a minimum.  No 
separate funding section is permitted. Funding information should be included in the 
Acknowledgements. 

☐

Author 
contributions 

For articles with multiple authors, an author contributions statement that individually 
lists the specific contributions of each author to the work must be provided.  All authors 
must be referred to by name or initials in this statement. All authors must be clearly 
disambiguated from one another. 

☐

Competing 
interests 

A competing interests statement that includes both financial and non-financial interests 
must be provided. All authors must be accounted for within the statement, e.g. with use 
of ‘all other authors declare no competing interests’ where relevant. 

☐
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