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China has gained major ground on the five leading scientific nations in the world according to a ranking of the top 100
countries for scientific research outputs in 2012. Published today, the first Nature Publishing Index (NPI) Global supplement
ranks countries and institutions according to their output of primary research articles in the 18 Nature research journals in
2012, and includes data from 2008-2011 for comparison.

The world's most populous country came sixth in the NPI, nipping at France's heels for the number five slot, and was selected
as one of the five “countries to watch”. The editors predict that China will overtake France in the 2013 rankings, saying “It will
be a surprise if France is not relegated to sixth by further Chinese improvement in 2013.”

The growth in China's contribution to the NPI since 2011 shows how the country is increasing its quality research output, and
becoming a global leader in scientific publishing and scientific research. Authors based in China contributed 8.5 % (303) of all
research papers published in Nature research journals in 2012.

The country also had nine institutions in the Top 200 worldwide — up from three in 2011. The Chinese Academy of Sciences
(CAS) broke into the global top 20 scientific institutions in 2012, up at 12th from 22nd in 2011 CAS is number one in China in
each of the four subject areas (life sciences, physics, chemistry and earth and environmental sciences.) The number two spots
in the four areas are spread among Tsinghua University (chemistry), BGI (life sciences), University of Science and Technology
of China (physics) and Zhejiang University (Earth and environmental sciences).

The NPI shows how national investments, institutions and cities have contributed to China's rapid scientific expansion. It also
provides indicators that the country, traditionally strong in physical sciences, is making gains in high quality life sciences
research.

The Global Nature Publishing Index 2012 supplement is available online at nature.asia/publishing-index-global and is
published as a supplement to Nature today. The ranking is a snapshot based on papers published in 2012, with 2008-2011 data
also included to show trends.
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Nature Publishing Group (NPG) is a publisher of high impact scientific and medical information in print and online. NPG
publishes journals, online databases and services across the life, physical, chemical and applied sciences and clinical medicine.

Focusing on the needs of scientists, Nature (founded in 1869) is the leading weekly, international scientific journal. In
addition, for this audience, NPG publishes a range of Nature research journals and Nature Reviews journals, plus a range of
prestigious academic journals including society-owned publications. Online, nature.com provides over 6 million visitors per
month with access to NPG publications and online databases and services, including news and comment from Nature,
NatureJobs plus access to Nature Network and Nature Education's Scitable.com.

Scientific American is at the heart of NPG's consumer media division, meeting the needs of the general public. Founded in
1845, Scientific American is the oldest continuously published magazine in the US and the leading authoritative publication for
science in the general media. Together with scientificamerican.com and 14 local language editions around the world it reaches
over 5 million consumers and scientists. Other titles include Scientific American Mind and Spektrum der Wissenschaft in
Germany.

Throughout all its businesses NPG is dedicated to serving the scientific and medical communities and the wider scientifically
interested general public. Part of Macmillan Publishers Limited, NPG is a global company with principal offices in London,
New York and Tokyo, and offices in cities worldwide including Boston, Buenos Aires, Cairo, Delhi, Mumbai, Hong Kong,
Madrid, Barcelona, Munich, Heidelberg, Basingstoke, Melbourne, Paris, San Francisco, Seoul and Washington DC. For more
information, please go to www.nature.com.
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