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STATEMENT FROM NATURE PUBLISHING GROUP AND DIGITAL SCIENCE

18 January 2012

Nature Publishing Group and Digital Science joint statement on Research Works Act

Nature Publishing Group (NPG) and Digital Science note the concern amongst the scientific and library communities about the
Research Works Act (H.R. 3699), currently under consideration by the U.S. federal government, and wish to clarify our
position.

NPG and Digital Science do not support the Research Works Act.

NPG and Digital Science exist to support the creation and dissemination of human knowledge on a sustainable commercial
basis. We seek to enable the open exchange of ideas, especially in scientific communities, in line with the requirements and
objectives of relevant stakeholders.

Dr Annette Thomas [then Managing Director of NPG] was on the National Institutes of Health (NIH) working group that
introduced the NIH Public Access Policy, and NPG has actively supported self-archiving since 2005. NPG encourages self-
archiving of the author's accepted manuscript six months after publication. Since 2008, NPG's free deposition service has
deposited over 3000 manuscripts in PubMed Central on behalf of authors. NPG works constructively with other 'open'
repositories. Digital Science provides tools, such as ReadCube and figshare, for scientists and scholars to share content.

NPG's January 2011 position statement on open access remains representative of our views. NPG's business development
efforts are very much focused on open access as one of a range of sustainable publishing models. Recently we have
demonstrated this by launching the multidisciplinary titles Nature Communications and Scientific Reports, and several
specialist open access journals and journals with open access options. Of the five journals NPG launched in 2011, four are open
access, and 51 of the 54 academic and society journals that we publish now offer open access options.

Steven Inchcoombe, Managing Director, Nature Publishing Group
Timo Hannay, Managing Director, Digital Science

Contacts for publishers:

Timo Hannay, Managing Director, Digital Science: t.hannay@digital-science.com 
Grace Baynes, Head of Corporate Communications, Nature Publishing Group: g.baynes@nature.com
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