
MANUSCRIPT SPECIFICATIONS BY ARTICLE TYPE 

Article Type Abstract 

Lay 

Summary 

‡ 

Word 

Count 

Display 

Items  

References 

(Max) 
Notes 

Original report † Yes Yes 4000 5 No limit 

Push back at 5000 / 6 

display items if 

reviewers request an 

additional figure/table 

Comment No No 1000 1 15 
DO NOT exceed word 

count or references 

Review article Yes Yes 4000 5 No limit Push back at 5000 

Perspective Yes Yes 2000 2 25 

Mini-review / 

pushback at 2500 

words and 30 

references 

Research 

Highlights 
No No 1000 1 5 

DO NOT exceed word 

count or references – 

should include paper 

under discussion 

Editorial No No 1000 0 5 
At discretion of the PE 

or DE 

Correspondence

** (to comment   

on a previous 

DPN paper) 

No No 1000 0 5  

Correspondence 

Response* (to 

reply to 

Correspondence) 

No No 500 0 5  

Early-career 

voices 
No Yes 1000 1 15 

DO NOT exceed word 

count or references 

Didactics - 

Invited 
No Yes 1000 1 5 

DO NOT exceed word 

count or references 

Methods Yes Yes 10,000 5 No limit 
(white papers) / 

pushback at 12,000 

Circumspectives 

- Invited 
Yes Yes 

4000 (1500 

per author + 

1000-word 

co-written 

conclusion) 

2 No limit  

Registered 

Reports-Stage 1 
Yes Yes 4000 5 No limit  

Registered 

Reports-Stage 2 
Yes Yes 4000 5 No limit 

Contingent upon 

acceptance of Stage 1 

and posting the data 

on Figshare 

† Requires submitted CONSORT or PRISMA checklist and/or flowchart, where relevant. 

‡ Not required for original submissions; Revisions only 
* By invitation or pre-submission approval only. 

** By pre-submission approval only 

Note: DPN does not consider Case Reports, Proceedings, Brief Reports or Rapid Communications for 

publication. 


