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Educate the whole team

This page offers you the chance to open topics for debate, discuss issues, 
or even offer advice to fellow readers. Send us your views on anything 
published in Vital or anything to do with working in the dental industry. 
We look forward to hearing from you.

Letters may be edited for reasons of 
space. Opinions expressed in reader 
letters do not necessarily reflect the 
opinions or views of the editorial 
team or the publishers.

Please SEND YOUR LETTERS to:

The Editor, 
Vital, BDJ Editorial, 
Nature Publishing Group,
4-6 Crinan Street, 
London  N1 9XW 
or email vitaleditorial@nature.com

Write to us for our winter 2007 issue and you 

could be the lucky winner of our Star Letter 
writer competition. You will then be the proud 

owner of a collection of Beverly Hills Formula 

dental whitening products (£100 RRP), including 

Beverly Hills Formula Active 10 toothpaste and 

a luxurious bathrobe. For further information see 

www.beverlyhillsformula.com.

As Dental Infection Control Advisor and coming from a dental 

nursing background, I read the letter Back splatter with your bagel? 

(Vital summer 07 page 5) with interest.

At the beginning of my career as a dental nurse, I too was guilty 

of wearing my uniform to and from work. However, this was due 

to a lack of awareness. Ten years ago there was limited infection 

control advice and guidelines, which are now readily available.

However, it is also prudent to look at other issues surrounding 

wearing uniforms outside of work. The employing dentist needs 

to encourage DCPs to remove protective clothing and they need 

to ensure that DCPs are allocated the time and privacy to do so 

at the beginning and end of the working day as well as before and 

after the lunch break.

I now endeavour to educate the whole dental team during dental 

practice visits whilst auditing and providing training. I look forward 

to seeing many more dental nurses actively working to improve 

infection control in regards to this matter amongst others.

Sandra Smith
Dental Infection Control Advisor
Lambeth, Southwark and Lewisham PCTs
Sandra wins Colgate Oral Health Professional products 
(£100 RRP) courtesy of Colgate.
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