
The US dental group Young Innovations 
is now the sole supplier of American 
Eagle products in Europe. Young 
acquired the manufacturer of dental 
instruments and practice supplies last 
year.

The American Eagle range includes 
innovations for prophylaxis, diagnostics, 
restoration, periodontology, implantology 
and endodontics.

Frank Whyte, Managing Director 
of Young Innovations Europe, says: ‘American Eagle expands 
our portfolio and makes us a full-line supplier of high-quality 
premium products.

‘Our company offers outstanding clinical solutions for dentists 
and patients and is ideally positioned internationally. Customers 
benefit from our know-how and proven sales via the dental 
trade.’

Young Innovations is a leading developer, manufacturer and 
distributor of high-quality dental products.

Its portfolio includes innovative solutions for prophylaxis, 
diagnostics, restoration, periodontology, implantology, endodon-
tics and orthodontics and world-renowned brands like Young, 
Zooby, Microbrush and American Eagle Instruments.

The American corporation has its headquarters in Chicago 
and its European centre in Heidelberg, Germany. The enterprise 
was founded in 1900 and is owned by The Jordan Company.

US dental group takes over distribution of 
American Eagle Instruments

A Queen Mary University of London spinout has secured a licence 
agreement with a leading Chinese toothpaste manufacturer, which 
should generate sales of £2 million over the next five years.    

BioMin Technologies Limited was founded in 2014 to commercial-
ise the award-winning research conducted between Queen Mary and 
Imperial College London since 2008.

The bioactive glass material, which won the prestigious Armourers 
and Brasiers Venture Prize in 2013, contains particles that can help to 
remineralise tooth surfaces and reduce early stages of sensitivity and 
tooth decay.

In 2016, BioMin met with Guangdong KanWan Cosmetics Co. Ltd, 
a major Chinese toothpaste manufacturer, as a result of a technology 
partnering mission between Science and Innovation Network (SIN) 
China and Innovation China UK.

This meeting led to the establishment of a manufacturing and 
distribution license agreement under which the bioactive glass, manu-
factured in the UK, will be exported to China for use in toothpaste 
formulations developed by KanWan.

KanWan, like many other BioMin trade partners, agreed to 
participate as a shareholder in the initial fundraising round to support 
the commercialisation of the technology, establish its distribution 
infrastructure, and to conduct further research.

Professor Robert Hill, one of the founders of BioMin, says: ‘We 

are delighted to have secured this investment from one of the biggest 
toothpaste manufacturers in China, the country with the largest 
demand for toothpaste in the world.

‘Our former PhD student, Xiaojing Chen, now Professor of Dental 
Materials at Central Southern University at Changsha, was a key 
member of our research team and has been instrumental in forging 
stronger links between Queen Mary and China. Working together 
with the BioMin business development team and Queen Mary 
Innovations has helped to secure this commercial success.’

Richard Whatley, CEO of BioMin Technologies, said: ‘This partner-
ship with Guangdong Kanwan Cosmetics Co. Ltd opens up enormous 
potential for our start-up enterprise. The support provided by ICUK 
and SIN has been central to establishing this Chinese licence partner 
for our innovative technology.’

Professor Xiaojing Chen, who completed her PhD at the Institute 
of Dentistry in 2015, said: ‘It has been very rewarding to be part of a 
team which has taken a scientific research project to become a com-
mercial reality over a relatively short period. It is clear that bioglass 
technology has tremendous potential to improve oral care.’

BioMin has also secured licensing deals with Group 
Pharmaceuticals Limited and Abbott Laboratories in India, as well as 
Dr Collins in the USA. All three companies sell BioMin toothpastes 
and are shareholders in BioMin.

University spinout secures £2 million contract to export toothpaste tech to China

Switching dental plan patients from one provider to another is 
about to become much simpler and automated. 

New rules and an accreditation scheme for organisations pro-
cessing third party direct debits, means dental plan providers will 
soon have to utilise the ‘Bulk Change’ process if a practice wishes 
to switch its plan administration from one provider to another. 

The Bulk Change process allows for direct debits to be 
transferred automatically ‘in the background’ from one provider 
to another, without patients having to sign a new direct debit 
instruction, making life simpler and more convenient for 
everyone involved.

Patient Plan Direct is the first plan provider to obtain accredi-
tation under the new rules. Patient Plan Direct has been an 
Accredited Facilities Management Provider since 23 April 2018.

Simon Reynolds, Commercial Director at Patient Plan Direct, 
says: ‘We welcome these changes, which create a competitively 
fair market and affords practices the freedom of choice to decide 
which provider to work with, without being put off by a previ-
ously cumbersome switching process.’

For more information visit www.patientplandirect.co.uk/
simpleswitch.

Simpler, automated way to switch plan provider 
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