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The importance of retainers after 
orthodontic treatment: http://ow.ly/
JkI1d 
10:00 AM - 24 Feb 2015
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96 reasons why you might have the 
perfect smile: http://ow.ly/LDDT2  
#dentistry 
10:00 AM - 16 Apr 2015
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Reason #1 to say #NoTobacco: 
#periodontal disease http://ow.ly/
Nv4qu (£) 
10:00 AM - 28 May 2015
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Yawning, laughing, vomiting, dental 
treatment - common causes for TMJ 
dislocation: http://ow.ly/P5mZu 
3:00 PM - 03 Jul 2015
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The battle against illegal tooth 
whiteners! #BDJTeam http://ow.ly/
SyKhR 
1:00 PM - 23 Sep 2015
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How saliva helps you to maintain oral 
health and fight disease! #BDJTeam 
http://ow.ly/SVZxY 
12:01 AM - 03 Oct 2015
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Better education on sugar is needed! 
#BDJTeam http://ow.ly/SWFU6  
12:01 AM - 04 Oct 2015
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Mouth cancer cases have increased 
by almost 40% in the last decade! 
#MouthCancerAction http://ow.ly/
U2edg  
12:00 AM - 30 Oct 2015
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Make #oralcancer screening a routine 
part of your patient care. #BDJTeam 
#MCAM15 http://ow.ly/UCuND  
12:40 AM - 15 Nov 2015

DENTISTS RELIEVED AT 
END TO IMPASSE ON 
JUNIOR CONTRACT
The British Dental Association (BDA) has responded to news 
that government appears to have relented in its bid to impose 
a new contract on hospital dentists and medics.

News comes as the British Medical Association (BMA) 
was set for its first day of industrial action. The BDA has 
just completed its own ballot on industrial action, with one 
hundred percent of voters backing moves to join medics 
on the their second planned day of industrial action set for 
Tuesday 8 December 2015.

The dentists are now joining medics in suspending plans 
for industrial action until further notice. 

Mick Armstrong, Chair of the British Dental Association, 
said: ‘Dentists have never taken industrial action before. Our 
members were never seeking to be pioneers, they just want 
what’s best for their patients and for practitioners, so we 
are pleased to see that 11th hour negotiations are finally 
making headway.

‘The results of our own ballot were unambiguous. 
However, we have always believed that genuine dialogue 
could achieve more than industrial action, and we are satis-
fied to suspend all planned action indefinitely.

‘Government has helped break the deadlock by withdraw-
ing its threat to impose a flawed contract. Like our medical 
colleagues, dentists never wanted to see this dispute get so 
far. Now that the single biggest obstacle has been removed 
we are cautiously optimistic that real progress is possible.’

As we draw the curtain on 2015, it’s only natural 
to look back on the year and wonder where it has 
gone. Here’s our recap of 2015, with the help of our 
most popular tweets of the year.

Don’t miss out on the latest conversations:  
follow @The_BDJ on Twitter.

A REAL TWEET

DENPLAN WELCOMES OSBORNE’S REPORT 
ON EMPOWERING DENTAL PATIENTS TO 
MAKE THE BEST CHOICES

Denplan has welcomed George Osborne’s call for clearer 
dental pricing and treatment plans in HM Treasury’s ‘A 
better deal’ report, which was published earlier this month.  

The report stated that pricing for dentistry can be 
opaque and confusing and that the government wants to 
ensure that dentist treatment plans and price lists are clear 
and easily accessible, empowering patients in England to 
make the best choices.

Roger Matthews, Chief Dental Officer at Denplan, said: 
‘Clear communication between dentists and patients is 
fundamental in every dental practice, especially in regards 
to treatment plans and pricing. We strongly agree with 
the Chancellor’s statement in the report that all dental 
patients should have access to the information they need 
to make the right decisions about their dental care.

‘Denplan encourages all member dental practices to 
build in enough discussion time with their patients to 
allow them to explain treatment options and any associ-
ated costs. Denplan is also a co-originator and signatory 
of the BDA Private Dental Plans Code of Practice. The code 
emphasises the need to provide patients with adequate 
information about the choices available, work with clear 
and fair contracts, ensure they understand the payment 
procedures for each option and, where appropriate, any 
on-going costs or exclusions, and have in place a system 
for dealing with complaints and feedback.’
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