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FEATURE

No. It isn’t the International 
Olympic Committee. London has 
already had that opportunity. 
In September, London will host 
the International Orthodontic 
Congress for a third time and will 
be the only city in the world yet to 
do so. The event dates back nearly 
90 years and was the first inter-
national meeting of a dental spe-
cialty but so far it has only been 
held in four countries: the United 
States, the United Kingdom, 
France and Australia. James 
Green examines the history of 
the congress and gives a glimpse 
of what we can expect from the 
eighth International Orthodontic 
Congress.

Born in the USA
The idea of an International 
Orthodontic Congress (IOC) 
was the brainchild of William 
C. Fisher, the then president 
of the American Society of 
Orthodontists (ASO, which later 
became the American Association 
of Orthodontists). The first 
Internat ional  Orthodontic 
Congress, in 1926, was held in 
New York City and this coincided 
with the 25th anniversary of the 
founding of the ASO in 1901. 
This was the first global meeting 
of a dental specialty and those 
attending were members of fif-
teen orthodontic societies: five 
from Europe and ten from the 
USA.1 

London calling
The second IOC was the first to 
be held in London and was held 
in 1931 under the presidency of 
John Henry Badcock. Badcock 
was a past president of the British 
Dental Association as well as a 
founding member and inaugural 
president of the British Society 
for the Study of Orthodontics.2 
These first two meetings were 
widely seen as successful and a 
third IOC was planned to be held 
in Montreal, Canada in 1938 but 
the economic conditions of the 
time together with Fisher’s death 
led to this event being cancelled.1 

The outbreak of the Second World War meant that the 
third IOC was not held until August 1973, once again 
in London. This meeting was hosted jointly by the 
European Orthodontic Society (EOS) and the American 
Association of Orthodontists (AAO) at the Royal Festival 
Hall3 held in conjunction with the 49th EOS Congress 
and presided over by William Tulley, the then president 
of the EOS.4,5 

Back in the USA
It was more than twenty years before the next IOC and 
the event now returned to the other side of the Atlantic. 
The 1995 AAO annual meeting was designated as the 
fourth IOC under the presidency of William DeKock. 
DeKock invited the world’s orthodontic societies to 
come together with the AAO in San Francisco to estab-
lish the World Federation of Orthodontists (WFO). He 
also wrote the first draft for WFO byelaws, basing 
them on those of existing national orthodontic socie-
ties.6 The AAO then met with 68 national and regional 
orthodontic organisations to sign the WFO charter at 
the Herbst Theatre in San Francisco, California, on 15th 
May 1995 – the same venue where the United Nations 
charter had been signed almost fifty years earlier on 
26th June 1945, following a two-month, post war con-
ference. Following the formation of the WFO the IOC 

has been held every five years and 
2000 saw the fifth IOC also held in 
the States. This time the host city 
was Chicago, Illinois and was held 
in conjunction with the 100th AAO 
meeting.1

We’re on our way to France
Until this point the IOC had been 
very much an Anglo-American 
affair. This changed in 2005 when 
the sixth IOC was held in Paris, 
chaired by Olivier Mauchamp 
and co-hosted by Syndicate des 
Specialistes Francais en Orthopedie 
Dento-Faciale (SSFODF) and Societe 
Francaise d’Orthopedie Dento-
Faciale (SFODF).1  

Other side of the world
With the seventh event in 2010, 
the IOC was held beyond the US 
and Europe for the first time. The 
meeting was co-hosted by the 
Australian Society of Orthodontists 
and the Asian Pacific Orthodontic 
Society at the Sydney Convention 
and Exhibition Centre. Innovations 
included electronic poster presenta-
tions that could be downloaded to 
flash drives by delegates.7 

There’s no place like London
At the 2007 American Orthodontic 
Conference in Seattle, Washington, 
it was announced that London 
would be staging the IOC for a third 
time, the only city so far to do so. 
The British Orthodontic Society had 
successfully seen off competition 
from Canada, Mexico and Spain in 
its bid to host the eighth IOC.8 This 
event will take place from 27-30 
September 2015 and promises to 
provide the ideal forum for ortho-
dontists from around the world 
to improve their knowledge and 
clinical skills and to enhance the 
science and art of orthodontics.9 
Programmes aimed specifically at 
different orthodontic team mem-
bers will run in parallel and a World 
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Village Day is also planned which 
will include seven parallel, full-
day programmes. The congress will 
take place at ExCeL, while social 
events will take place at venues 
including Madame Tussauds, the 
Natural History Museum and Old 
Billingsgate Market.

Turning Japanese
Following London 2015, 2020 will 
see the congress held in Asia for the 
first time – in 2012 the WFO execu-
tive committee announced that the 
Japanese Orthodontic Society (JOS) 
had been selected to co-host the 
9th IOC in 2020. The event will be 
held at Japan’s largest convention 
complex, the Pacifico Yokohama 
Convention Complex, in the port 
city of Yokohama from 4-7 October 
2020.10

For the full programme and fur-
ther information, visit the IOC web-
site at: http://wfo2015london.org. 
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AROUND THE WORLD
America
Owing to their dental health issues a substantial number of American chil-
dren miss school, a Delta Dental Plans Association survey has found. 
More than 30% of the parents interviewed reported that their children 
had missed school for oral health-related issues. The results indicated that 
children’s absence from school varied by region and parents’ age.

In the survey, investigators conducted email interviews with 1,325 parents 
of children up to the age of 12. They found that more schoolchildren in the Northeast states 
missed school owing to dental issues than those in other regions, since 36% of parents 
reported that their children had been absent from school. Schoolchildren in the South came 
second with 33%, followed by the Midwest and the West with 28% each. When asked 
about the number of school days their children had missed, 18% of parents stated that 
their children had missed at least half a day of school. Four percent reported one missed 
day, another 4% noted two days of absence and 6% stated that their children had missed 
three or more days because of dental problems.

Thailand
With the newly opened Sirindhorn Dental Museum, the Faculty of Dentistry 
at Mahidol University in Bangkok has introduced the first dental museum 
of its kind in Asia. By highlighting the history of dentistry and oral hygiene 
across Asia through fun and interactive exhibits, the museum hopes to raise 
awareness in the country about the importance of proper oral care.

The 620 m2 museum, which is sponsored by the royal family, features five 
main exhibits, each aimed at improving understanding of the importance of good dental 
health. ‘We want to ensure that Thais will have a healthy smile in our “Land of Smiles" 
for as long as possible,’ Dr Phira Sithiamnuai, assistant professor and Deputy Dean for 
Collaboration and Networking at the Faculty, told the Bangkok Post last week. ‘Our 
goal for the museum is to encourage Thai children to understand the importance of 
oral health in an entertaining way. We hope that learning with fun will inspire people 
to make healthy choices about their oral health.’

Europe
The Platform for Better Oral Health in Europe is hosting its second 
European Oral Health Summit in the European Parliament in Brussels 
on 13 October. The event aims to discuss new ways to improve oral 
health in Europe by presenting examples of best practices in oral 
health promotion and preventative measures from across the EU.

The platform was initiated in 2010 as a response to the Call to Action 
for Better Oral Health in Europe that was handed over to former European Health 
Commissioner John Dalli by several members of the European Parliament. The mis-
sion of the platform is to promote oral health and the cost-effective prevention of oral 
diseases in Europe. Moreover, it aims to foster a common European approach towards 
education, prevention and access to better oral health in the EU.

Australia
A study, recently reported in the BDJ and conducted at the University 
of Western Australia, has shown that prophylactic removal of third 
molars costs the Australian health system more than A$500 million 
a year. Researchers also stated that specific guidelines on removal of 
asymptomatic third molars could reduce costs dramatically.

To develop a national level cost model and guidelines, the researchers ana-
lysed costs associated with hospitalisations for impacted teeth in 2008 and 2009 in Australia. 
They determined that there were an estimated 97,949 such hospitalisations of Australians 
aged 15–34 in the period examined. The estimated average annual direct cost was A$350 
million, the indirect cost was A$181 million and the total cost was A$531 million. The 
investigators suggested that implementing new guidelines for treatment of impacted teeth 
would lead to an annual figure of 83,850 individuals not being hospitalised.
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