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Oral wound healing: cell biology and 
clinical management is a new resource 
that provides the reader with a detailed 
look at the processes of wound healing 
including both intra- and extra-oral 
sites.

The book is, as expected, quite heavy 
reading – particularly in the earlier 
chapters as described below. It is aimed 
at a target audience of specialists, 
surgeons and researchers, but the way 
the chapters are set out, and some of 
the topics covered, such as healing of 
extraction sockets, implants and perio-
dontal regeneration, make the text also 
of value to interested practitioners who 
are looking for more than an overview 
text in their particular area.

The book begins by giving an over-
view of the contents with a summary 
of each chapter. It kicks off with a look 
at haemostasis. This takes you back to 
basics with coagulation cascades and 
clotting factors. It is a good reminder 
of what is happening on a cellular level 
when we cause injury to tissues. There is 
an interesting section on warning signs 
to look out for in the patient’s history 
that may indicate a bleeding tendency, 
which is of relevance to all practitioners. 
The first half of the book includes sec-
tions on inflammation, angiogenesis, 
re-epithelialisation and healing of extrac-
tion sockets. These chapters look at the 

complex cellular-level interactions and 
mechanisms that affect healing and 
describe the implications of failure of any 
of these interactions. There are informa-
tive, colourful diagrams throughout and 
tables of information that serve as good 
reference points for the topic.

The chapters at the end of the book 
regarding periodontal surgery, burn 
healing and dentofacial defects have 
some very high quality photographs 
that really enhance the text. These 
chapters are written in a way that is 
highly informative but still manageable 
for the novice reader. For this reason, 
these later chapters were the highlight 
of the book for me.

The text is supported throughout 
by descriptions of various theories on 
the topics, and current research in the 
field is described in detail. This aspect 
strengthens the text and of course 
makes for a more interesting read. The 
authors have made the book relevant 
and interesting for a wide audience and 
have managed to cover a huge topic in a 
relatively concise text.
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Written by two of the most eminent 
names in dental radiology, this popu-
lar book is now in its fifth edition and 
covers traditional imaging techniques 
with updates and expansions on new 

imaging modalities. 
The book is detailed and comprehen-

sively covers almost all that a gen-
eral practitioner, undergraduate and 
postgraduate could want to know about 
radiology and radiography. The book 
is divided into four sections. The first 
looks at the radiographic image and 
provides an introduction; the second 
looks at physics, equipment and radia-
tion protection; the third looks at radi-
ography and covers the taking of more 
common images such as periapicals and 
bitewings and more specialist imaging 
such as cone beam computed tomogra-
phy. The final section covers interpreta-
tion of radiographs.

The book is well laid out, with each 
chapter starting with the basics before 
moving on to more complex areas. This 
is helpful as it means the information is 
accessible to all; you can start from the 
beginning and work through full chap-
ters, or simply access a particular area 
you are interested in. The text within 
the book is very detailed; however, 
there are a huge number of clear images 
and prints of radiographs, which enable 
you to more fully appreciate what is 
being explained. Where appropriate, 
images of normal anatomy are pro-
vided, often prior to discussing pathol-
ogy, which I found helpful to refer to.

There is the additional benefit of  
an online self-assessment module, 
available once you purchase the book, 
which contains multiple choice ques-
tions, extended matching questions and 
‘drag and drop’ style questions. This 
would be very useful for anyone revis-
ing for undergraduate or postgraduate 
examinations. There are specific online 
modules aimed at dental care profes-
sionals, enabling targeted learning.
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