
lingual appliances and cleido cranial 
dysplasia, where he addresses the chal-
lenges these both pose in delivering 
orthodontic treatment.

The final chapter then looks at a selec-
tion of complex case studies and exhibits 
how they can be resolved. Notably each 
chapter is very well referenced and 
contains several coloured illustrations as 
well as examples of patient case studies 
to aid the text, making the overall layout 
of each chapter enthralling.

I found it extremely hard to justify 
the quality of this publication in such 
few words and would recommend it 
to my fellow practitioners who would 
like to gain more knowledge on this 
vast topic. The knowledge of the author 
is very evident and he does not fail 
to deliver in imparting this. This title 
definitely deserves a prominent position 
on your bookshelf.

T. Lee
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This text, edited by the esteemed 
Peter B. Lockhart, brings together 
expert opinion from clinical special-
ists from around the world to produce a 
comprehensive reference on in-hospital 
care and outpatient management of the 
medically compromised patient in the 
field of oral medicine.

This 512-page edition is beautifully 
presented in a hardback ring-bound 
text and is organised into seven chap-
ters. An introductory chapter provides 
insight into procedures involved in car-
ing for hospital in-patients from admis-
sion to discharge. This is followed by an 
extensive chapter concerned with the 
management of medically compromised 
patients in outpatient settings. This 
covers a wide range of relevant topics 
such as cardiac and respiratory disor-
ders, cancer, intellectual disabilities, 
dementia, psychiatric disorders, and 
bone and joint disease. Each of these 
topics is laid out under useful subtitles 

such as significant events in the his-
tory, dental considerations, complica-
tions and treatment.

Subsequent chapters deal with 
common oral medicine conditions 
encountered by the dental professional; 
information pertaining to consultations 
for different clinical scenarios; dental, 
oral and maxillofacial and medical emer-
gencies, and maxillofacial prosthetics.

There is an extensive appendix list 
that has been fully revised and updated 
in this edition – a strong selling point 
of this text. It allows the reader to 
expand on topics of interest, ranging 
from theoretical (fluid management, 
cranial nerves), to the more practical 
(scrub technique, splint construction), 
and other useful ‘at a glance’ diagrams 
(coagulation cascade, conversion tables). 
Another advantage is the inclusion of 
representative examples of note-taking 
for different patient episodes such as 
operations, discharges, admissions and 
reviews. Users can also access a wealth 
of useful information using the com-
panion website.

Unfortunately, this book is very 
text-cumbersome with few diagrams 
and no clinical photographs. I feel this 
is to the detriment of the oral medicine 
conditions chapter, for example, where 
these would enhance understanding of 
topics covered. This, in addition to the 
fact that this text focuses heavily on 
hospital-based care, makes me question 
its value as a resource for the under-
graduate dental student or the general 
dental practitioner.

I would recommend this book as a 
quick reference guide for dental profes-
sionals practising oral and maxillofacial 
surgery and/or oral medicine, and clini-
cians involved in the daily management 
of hospital in-patients.

S. Liyanage
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