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Increasing numbers of dentists are 
using photography in their practices, 
not only for patient records, but also in 
aiding education, treatment planning 
and allowing patients to have autonomy 
over their treatment. The advances in 
the digital era have simplified the com-
plexities of modern equipment allowing 
dentists to achieve high quality pictures 
with minimal effort.

This well-written text, which includes 
hundreds of photographs, is aimed at 
any dentist with an interest in den-
tal photography. The 336 page text is 
split into 2 parts: the theory and the 
techniques. The 13 chapters cover the 
general principles of photography, the 
role of photography in clinical practice 
and equipment and accessories.

The theory behind photography intro-
duces an easy-to-read guide on cam-
era and exposure settings, which can 
be applied not only to dental but also 
general photography. It fluidly follows 
on to the orthography of images, which 
highlights the optical properties of light 
and teeth.

The practical part of the book encom-
passes two very interesting chapters 
titled extra-oral and intra-oral series. 
This is a comprehensive guide on how 
to take specific views complete with 
excellent illustrations. The chapters 
also explain the equipment needed, 
positioning of patient and camera  

settings for each specific view in order 
to achieve high results for a variety of 
intra-oral and extra-oral views. 

This is a well-thought-out and clearly 
written publication where the authors’ 
knowledge and interests in photogra-
phy are clearly shown and conveyed to 
the reader. The book will be used as a 
background to understanding the role 
that photography plays and the extra-
oral and intra-oral series can be used as 
a quick reference guide as one aims to 
produce optimal images for themselves 
and their patients.
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Volume II of this book is edited by Dr 
Michael Cohen and offers 19 chapters 
consisting of a variety of cases treated 
by talented clinicians across several 
disciplines. Each chapter is stand-alone 
and follows an easy-to-read standard-
ised format: 

1. Philosophy and background.
2. Case presentation – a significant 

part of each case presentation focuses 
on the initial patient consultation and 
is illustrated (where appropriate) by way 
of dental casts, clinical photographs 
and radiographs. This is followed by 
a proposed treatment plan and then 
the actual treatment plan. The book 
is also accompanied by high quality 
‘post-treatment overlays’ for compari-
son purposes (transparent overlays that 

can be superimposed on pre-treatment 
chartings – dental and periodontal).

3. Commentary – Each chapter 
concludes with a commentary in which 
the clinicians reflect on the philoso-
phy, context and techniques behind the 
treatments. In some instances, clini-
cians also comment on how they would 
treat the case differently if they could 
turn the clock back.

The book is extremely well presented 
with high quality clinical photographs 
and records throughout. Although 
the treatments proposed are probably 
too complex for a primary care set-
ting, this book illustrates a holistic 
approach to treatment planning which 
should be considered for each patient. 
In summary, this book demonstrates 
the importance of a multidisciplinary 
‘team’ approach in achieving treatment 
outcomes of the highest quality.

M. O. Sharif
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Indian health professionals around the 
world: a common agenda is a short text 
which aims to address the common 
health issues facing patients of Indian, 
Pakistani and Bangladeshi background. 
It discusses the challenges and health 
concerns this patient group experiences 
globally, in the UK and within India. 
Additionally, this text emphasises the 
role which UK based Indian health  
professionals can provide to manage 

BRITISH DENTAL JOURNAL  VOLUME 213  NO. 5  SEP 8 2012� 257 

Books, videos, CD-ROMs, DVDs  
and any other relevant items  
submitted for a review in the  
BDJ should be addressed to: 

Laura Pacey,  
Editorial Assistant,  
British Dental Journal,  
Nature Publishing Group,  
4-6 Crinan Street,  
London,  
N1 9XW 

REV
IEW

S

Book reviews

© 2012 Macmillan Publishers Limited.  All rights reserved. 


	Interdisciplinary treatment planning volume II: comprehensive case studies



