
ADAM RILEY

Adam James Pat-
rick Riley, born 25 
March 1960, died 
suddenly and  
unexpectedly on  
1 August 2012,  
aged 52 years.

Adam was born 
in Leicester, ini-

tially moving to Ulverston at the age of 
one, followed by later family moves to 
Cheadle Hulme and Macclesfield. Here 
he attended King’s school whilst living 
on the family farm.

Adam graduated in dentistry at Liver-
pool in 1982, where his sister Helen had 
previously also graduated in dentistry. 
It was during the first few weeks at uni-
versity that Adam met his wife, Jane, 
who was also studying dentistry.

Adam moved into general dental 
practice, firstly in Johnstown, North 
Wales, and then Altrincham, Cheshire. 
He then decided he would like to work 
with patients with special needs and 
joined Wirral Community Dental Ser-
vice in 1986, where Jane was already 
working. Adam obtained his Master of 
Dental Science in Clinical Community 
Dentistry from Birmingham in 1993. 
He became Clinical Director in 2004 
and was also a tutor for dental students 
from Liverpool. He was held in the 
highest esteem by all who knew him.

In 2005, Adam followed his dream of 
living in Devon and started working in 
Exeter Salaried Service, where, in 2010 
he became a specialist in special care 
dentistry. Adam also tutored students 
from Peninsula Dental School and was an 
inspiration to students and peers alike.

Adam loved living and walking on 
Dartmoor, and the South West Coastal 

path. He spent many happy weekends 
with his grandson Harry, introducing 
him to bird-watching and building him 
a tree-house. His passion was spending 
time with his family.

Only a few days before Adam’s death, 
he went back to Liverpool to see his 
son, James, graduate with honours in 
medicine. Adam was most proud.

His untimely death has been a loss to 
the profession. Colleagues, patients and 
friends will greatly miss Adam’s sense of 
humour, loyalty and friendship. How-
ever, he will be missed most by Jane, his 
children Hannah and James, grandson 
Harry as well as his mother Marjorie, 
sister Helen and brother Edward. 

Jane Riley

JOHN IVOR TULLIS
John Ivor Tullis 
passed away peace-
fully in Highview 
House Care Home 
Inverness, on 
14 July 2012,  
aged 87 years.

Born on 
26 August 1924, 

Ivor was educated at Morgan Acad-
emy then Dundee High School. He had 
wanted to become a vet, but as the 
cities of Edinburgh and Glasgow were 
often targets for Luftwaffe bombing, his 
mother decided St Andrews University 
was where her son should study and he 
chose dentistry, graduating in 1946. As 
a student he was a second lieutenant in 
the TA and later joined the Royal Army 
Dental Corps. Whilst serving in Singa-
pore he met his wife-to-be, Margaret, 
a nursing officer in the Queen Alexan-
dra’s Royal Army Nursing Corps and 
they married in 1948.

He left the army in 1952 and worked 
as a GDP in two family practices in 
Dundee until 1969, when he joined the 
restorative dentistry department at the 
University of Edinburgh. Perhaps inevi-
tably he was nicknamed the Sergeant 
Major by the cohorts of dental students 
he taught. With anaesthetist Donald 
Grubb, he pioneered new sedation tech-
niques for dental treatment and intro-
duced teaching in four-handed dentistry 
on supine patients. In 1974, he was 
appointed as Chief Administrative Den-
tal Officer (CADO) for Highland Health 
Board in Inverness where he spent the 
remaining 15 years of his professional 
career until his retirement in 1989.

Ivor was a forthright character, per-
haps shaped by the austerity, adversity, 
trauma and uncertainty of the Second 
World War and discipline of his mili-
tary training. During his time as CADO, 
research was undertaken in Highland 
within primary dental care evaluating 
community-based preventive dentistry, 
using school-based fluoride tablets and 
fluoride rinsing schemes from which 
Caithness and Sutherland children con-
tinued to benefit up to the millennium.

He was an accomplished pianist, a 
competent cricketer and a useful golfer. 
He also spoke Norwegian, occasionally 
visiting Norwegian dentists he taught as 
students at the Edinburgh Dental Hospital.

On retirement he became more 
involved in politics serving as Chair 
of the Inverness branch of the Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party from 
1993 until 1998, where he was fondly 
remembered. He is survived by Marga-
ret, daughter Lesley and sons Donald 
and David, and was a loving grandfa-
ther of six grandchildren.

Colwyn M. Jones 
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Obituaries should be submitted by email to 
Laura Pacey at l.pacey@nature.com.

All submitted obituaries should be 350 words 
maximum in length (apart from obituaries for 
past presidents of the BDA where the length 
should be 700-800 words).

Content of the obituary is down to the indi-
vidual author, and the approval of the family 
should be given for the obituary prior  
to submission to the BDJ.
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