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This book refl ects the relationship 
between the orofacial functions and 
the neurological activity of the brain. 
Through in-depth neurological knowl-
edge the book demonstrates and educates 
on the effects of orofacial stimulation and 
function on the development of the sto-
matognathic system. The book describes 
how the development of malocclusions 
can occur or can be avoided depend-
ing on the orofacial sensory input. The 
comprehensive information about brain 
activity and the effects on the orofacial 
development allow better appreciation 
and diagnosis of the resulting maloc-
clusions. The descriptions of the neuro-
logical and stomatognathic development 
enhance understanding of the effects of 
orthodontic treatment on the brain.

The literature is specialised towards 
orthodontic therapy and therefore is a 
recommended read for those practising 
orthodontics. However, even though it 
may not be initial resource material for 
an undergraduate or the general dental 
practitioner, it is highly recommended 
for those with an interest in orthodon-
tics. Good knowledge of the orthodontic 
therapy effects on neurological activ-
ity is demonstrated and it would aid in 
the treatment planning and implement-
ing of orthodontic treatment to achieve 
successful results.

S. Bhatt
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This is a well-illustrated and clear ref-
erence text aimed at dental students 
as well as dental professionals seek-
ing a ‘refresher’. The book fulfi ls these 
roles well, offering a two-page, well-
organised summary of each aspect of 
periodontology that is covered. The text 
is written by highly respected fi gures 
in the world of periodontology from 
the University of Leeds and the State 
University of New York.

The book has 43 different sections 
which are organised logically and allow 
the reader to build a good understand-
ing of the topic. The layout is helpful and 
commences with the science and basic 
knowledge behind the various topics such 
as ‘Anatomy of the periodontium’, ‘Role 
of plaque in the aetiology of periodontal 
diseases’ and ‘Host defences’. This is fol-
lowed by the clinical implications of these 
and the techniques used in the treatment 
of periodontal disease, in sections such 
as ‘Principles of periodontal diagnosis 
and treatment planning’, ‘Periodontal 
surgery’, ‘Plaque-induced gingivitis’, 
‘Chronic and aggressive periodontitis’ 
and fi nishing with ‘The decision to treat 
or refer periodontal patients’. 

Section 4: ‘Role of plaque in the aeti-
ology of host defences’ is a particularly 
good section. It uses simple, well spaced 
out diagrams, tables and images to con-
cisely summarise the microbiological 
basis of periodontal disease. Other use-
ful topics include section 16: ‘Periodon-

tal history, examination and diagnosis’ 
and section 17: ‘Periodontal screening’. 
These two sections are obviously closely 
linked and the author does well to out-
line the different methods in diagnosing 
periodontal disease, from BPE indexes to 
microbiological plaque sampling.

There are plenty of sections of a similar 
mould to those mentioned above where 
the information is clearly and logically 
set out. However, there are some that 
could be improved. For example, section 
3: ‘Periodontal epidemiology’ contains 
far too much information for one double-
paged spread, causing the diagrams and 
tables to become too small and too close 
together, with the result being information 
presented in a way that I personally found 
harder to absorb. This problem is repeated 
in a couple of other topics throughout the 
book but to a lesser extent.

It must be stressed, however, that 
these less well-presented sections are 
defi nitely in a minority, and most of 
the book is extremely easy to read and 
understand. The book on the whole is an 
excellent aid to dental students and gen-
eral dental practitioners keen to refresh 
their knowledge.

M. Parsons
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This pioneering textbook was recently 
launched at the National Association of 
Prison Dentistry. It is aimed at dental 
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