Obituaries

IAN EARNEST BARNES

L/

Professor lan Barnes
died recently after
a short illness. He
was 68.

Born and brought
up in Winchmore
Hill, North London,
he graduated from
UCH in 1961, and
after three years of remote and scarily
ill-equipped practice in the Falkland
Islands, returned to obtain his FDSRCS
and a PhD wunder the guidance of
Alan Boyde.

He developed and never lost a self-

confident mastery of surgery, but soon
opted for a lectureship in ‘Dental Sur-
gery’, a far cry from contemporary spe-
cialisation, which allowed the Dean to
direct his small team in such endeav-
ours as were required across the cur-
riculum. As a clinical teacher he was
friendly but meticulous, always direct
and analytical in his feedback, unstint-
ing with his time and motivated by what
would protect and benefit students and
their patients in the future. An intensely
practical man, and an accomplished
researcher, he nevertheless retained
a healthy cynicism of much dental
research, managing his appreciative
patients with a wisdom and kindness
guided at least as much by astute clinical
observations as by nebulous statistics.
It was in surgical endodontics that he
developed his greatest profile, authoring
a benchmark colour atlas, serving the
British Endodontic Society as President,
and patenting the ‘Barnes’ apicectomy
amalgam gun.

In 1983, he took a Chair at Newcastle,
building a strong team of restorative lec-
turers whom he nurtured and promoted

with characteristic modesty, kindness
and legendary wit. In the mid-1990s,
he responded to new challenges, first in
Hong Kong and then in Malaysia.

In 2002, he returned to Northum-
berland, drove a mini-bus for the local
accessibility service and became an
adult literacy tutor. His voice became
familiar to the visually impaired as a
regular reader for the Talking Newspaper
Service. His firm belief that true reward
comes from what you put into life was
reflected not just in his professional
career but in the kindness and generos-
ity of his many friends, especially in the
weeks leading up to his death.

Ian is survived by his wife Jan, daugh-
ters Catherine and Judith, granddaughter
Tilly, son-in-law, Paul and dog, Olive.
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JOHN DAVID HOOPER
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John Hooper was
the first Consult-
ant  Orthodontist
in England to be
appointed to a Dis-
trict General Hos-
pital following the
of the

National Health
Service. His example helped to deter-
mine the pattern for the future deliv-
ery of orthodontic services in this
country. He died at the age of 92 on 12
December 2008.

John David Hooper was born on 7
April 1916 and was educated at Ardingly
College. He qualified in dentistry at the
Royal Dental Hospital and then joined
the staff in the orthodontic department.
Following the outbreak of the Second
World War, he was captured in Belgium

inception

and spent five years as a prisoner of war.
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Following liberation he married Sybil
(née Morrison), a farmer’s daughter from
East Lothian; they celebrated their dia-
mond wedding anniversary in 2005.

John Hooper was appointed in 1950 at
the Royal Victoria Hospital in Bourne-
mouth. Despite a legendary work rate it
quickly became apparent that the only
way to cope with the demand was to uti-
lise the services of interested local gen-
eral dental practitioners. He provided
them with training courses, diagnosis
and treatment planning and continuing
support which became a model that was
soon followed throughout the country.

He was President of the British Soci-
ety for the Study of Orthodontics in
1967 and one of the founding mem-
bers of the Consultant Orthodontists
Group, becoming chairman in 1970.
He also held the important post of
advisor to the Dental Estimates Board
which regulated the orthodontic treat-
ment carried out as part of the General
Dental Services.

In addition to his professional achieve-
ments John was a family man and proud
of his children, grandchildren and great
grandchildren. He was also a keen sailor
and great rugby fan. Both he and Sybil
were the most hospitable of hosts and
enjoyed the company of their wide cir-
cle of friends. Sybil predeceased him in
November 2007 and he is survived by
his son David, daughter Sheila and their
six children.

John ran an efficient, productive but
happy department and was completely
committed to the ethos of the NHS. He
was an excellent clinician and an enthu-
siastic teacher providing a role model
for those of us that had the privilege of
working with him.
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