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SAINSBURY’S LAUNCHES DENTAL SERVICES
 
Sainsbury’s opened its fi rst supermar
ket dental surgery last week (September 
15) and may roll out the venture across 
the country. 

The surgery, in Sale, is being run 
by Manchester dentist Lance Knight 
(pictured) who has been working on 
the development for a year. He says he 
approached Sainsbury’s and has invested 
‘not quite seven figures’ in the venture. 

The surgery is open 8am to 8pm Mon
day to Friday, 10am-6pm on Saturday 
and 12-4pm on Sunday. It charges £16 
for a check-up and fillings start at £30. 
Dr Knight said prices would be kept in 
line with NHS charges. 

Dr Knight, whose Ultimate Style 
Spa practice in Manchester focuses on 
cosmetic and sports dentistry, said he 
wanted to revive high street dentistry 
as the current model was not working. 

‘There’s simply not enough emphasis 
on prevention and people can’t fi nd a 
dentist,’ he said. ‘What people want is 
accessibility and the chance to see a 
dentist before or after work, or during 
their lunch hour.’ He added that if this 
trial is successful he would like to roll it 
out across the country. 

Mary Guilfoyle, the first patient at 
the walk-in surgery, was suffering from 
toothache and told the Manchester Evening 
News that she could not get an appoint
ment at her usual dentist for two days. 

David Gilder, Head of Professional 
Services at Sainsbury’s, said: ‘There is  
a shortage of dental practices in the UK 
and the launch of this new service goes 
some way to providing local people with 
greater access to dental advice and a 
range of procedures. 

‘We have a long history of provid
ing healthcare services in our stores, 

from pharmacies and travel clinics to 
the launch of the first ever GP surgery 
in Heaton Park. These services have 
been enormously popular with cus
tomers wanting access to healthcare 
professionals at convenient locations 
and fl exible times.’ 

Boots launched a dental business in 
1999 with practices in stores offering  
extended opening hours and Saturday 
appointments, but in 2004 it closed its 

patients. Citizens Advice received 6,260 
queries about dentistry in 2006/07 and 
5,054 last year, she told the conference 
on developing consumer involvement in 
primary dental care at the Royal College 
of Surgeons in London. 

The government’s 11% increase in 
funding to PCTs, ringfenced for den
tistry until 2011, was welcome, but 
many PCTs had been slow to map the 
needs for services in their areas, she 
said. She added that Citizens Advice 

54 surgeries following losses of £16.3 
million on its dental, chiropody and 
laser clinics. 

Speaking at a conference coincid
ing with the Sainsbury’s opening, Liz 
Phelps, social policy offi cer at Citizens 
Advice, said there was a ‘massive mis
match’ between demand and supply 
of dentistry in the UK and consumers 
faced a ‘nightmare’ when trying to fi nd 
out which NHS practices were taking on 

was about to launch a mystery shopper 
exercise to test the usefulness of PCTs’ 
dental helplines in directing people to 
NHS practices taking on patients. 

Andy Fisher, manager of the health 
value for money team at the National 
Audit Office, said: ‘PCTs are only just 
finding their feet in dentistry. They don’t 
understand what the local needs are and 
lack the skills to commission millions of 
pounds of dentistry.’ 
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SPECIAL CARE DENTISTRY RECOGNISED BY GDC
 

A new £9 million dental centre is 
scheduled to open in Portsmouth in 
2010 as part of a collaboration between 
King’s College London and Portsmouth 
University. 

Funded by the Higher Education Fund
ing Council, the NHS and the two uni
versities, the centre will provide NHS 
dental treatment for up to 3,000 patients 
a year in Portmsouth, south Hampshire 
and the Isle of Wight, as well as pro

viding training for dental students, 
therapists, hygienists and dental nurses. 
Final year students from King’s College 
London will undertake 10-week super
vised clinical placements at the new 
centre which will provide treatment for 
adults and children. 

The centre will be linked to Port
smouth University’s School for 
Professionals Complementary to Den
tistry and include two large surger

ies and dental chairs for patients with 
mobility problems. 

The announcement of the new ven
ture follows research from the Health
care Commission, published last month, 
which showed that South Central Stra
tegic Health Authority, which includes 
Hampshire, had the worst access to NHS 
dentistry in England. In Portsmouth  
47% of the population had access to an 
NHS dentist, in the Isle of Wight it was 
45% and in Hampshire PCT area the 
proportion was 37%. 

Commenting on the announcement 
of the new centre, Dr Paul Edmondson-
Jones MBE, director of public health  
for Portsmouth Teaching PCT, said: 
‘We remain very concerned about the 
general state of oral hygiene in Port
smouth, particularly in some parts of 
the city. This partnership offers excit
ing opportunities to provide additional 
high quality NHS capacity in an area of 
very poor dental health. We hope it will 
bring major long-term benefits as well 
as attracting future qualified dentists to 
settle here.’ 

NEW £9 MILLION CENTRE FOR PORTSMOUTH 
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Special care dentistry (SCD) was recog
nised by the GDC as a specialty at its 
meeting last month and a new special
ist list will be launched by the Council 
next week (October 1). 

‘This has been a long time coming and 
is hugely welcome,’ said Janice Fiske  
(pictured), senior lecturer in special 
care dentistry at King’s College London 
and chair of the Specialist Advisory 
Committee for Special Care Dentistry. 

‘There will be a formal recognised  
pathway leading to specialist recogni
tion and, with additional NHS experi
ence, to consultant posts, thus securing 
an appropriate workforce and improv
ing access and treatment for patients. 
Mediated entry to the specialist list 
begins for the usual two year period 
on October 1. People who wish to gain 
entry need to submit their credentials 
to the GDC which will decide who is 
accepted for entry.’ 

The GDC was likely to take advice 
from the Specialist Advisory Group 

in SCD and postgraduate deaner
ies would be asked by dental schools, 
acute trusts and PCTs to consider train
ing programmes, Dr Fiske added. ‘Cur
rently there are no funded training 
posts and we look forward to see
ing these established to bring SCD in 
line with the other dental specialties,’ 
she said. 

Recognition of the specialty, and 
the establishment of an appropriate 
workforce, would also mean improved 
support for primary care dentists 
treating people with mild to moderate  
disability, she added. 

The new list will be the 13th estab
lished by the GDC. The Council agreed 
in principle to the recognition of SCD 
in December 2005, following a proposal 
from the Joint Advisory Committee on 
Special Care Dentistry in 2003. This fol
lowed more than 20 years of lobbying 
by the British Society for Disability and 
Oral Health (BSDH) and pressure from 
the British Society of Gerodontology. 

The GDC said until 2010 applicants 
will be considered for the list on the 
basis of their experience and qualifi ca
tions. After that applicants will require 
a qualification in the specialty. 

See also Dr Fiske’s series article on 
seamless care in SCD – page 305. 
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DONATE YOUR WASTE Dentaid’s newly-appointed chief execu-
CROWNS TO RAISE FUNDS tive, Andy Jong. 

Researchers at the UCL Eastman Den
tal Institute have won the contract to 
be part of a €2.99 million multi-centre 
investigation into hypervirulence in 
Clostridium diffi cile. 

Known as the Hyperdiff project, 
the aim of the study is to determine 
the physiological factors that cause 
hypervirulence in C. diffi cile in order 
to develop more informed tests for 

diagnosis and better infection control. 
‘The specific aspect that we are 

working on is to determine the role 
of mobile genetic elements in the 
virulence of C. diffi cile,’ said Profes
sor Peter Mullany (left, pictured with 
team members Dr Elaine Allan and 
Dr Adam Roberts). 

Other centres in the study are Not
tingham University; the Institute 
of Public Health, Maribor, Slov
enia; Instituto Superiore di Sanita, 
Rome; Universite Paris XI; Leiden 
Medical Centre; and TGC Biomics, 
Mainz, Germany. 

EASTMAN RESEARCHERS 
PART OF €2.99 MILLION 
C. DIFF STUDY 

Dentaid, the oral health charity, would 
like to hear from practices which are 
willing to donate their waste crowns in 
order to raise money for projects in dis
advantaged communities. 

Dentaid is working in conjunction 
with Refining Direct, a UK company 
specialising in waste crown reclama
tion, which has agreed to give Dentaid 
10% above their normal prices. Refi ning 
Direct will provide practices with bags 
which can be sent Freepost to the com
pany. It also allows dentists to calculate 
how much the materials are worth on in 
its website www.WasteCrowns.co.uk. 

‘This is a very valuable way of rais
ing money for our projects and prac
tices have already raised £4,000,’ said 

Mr Jong, who has worked as a volun
teer on a rural development project in 
Kenya, took up his position last month 
(August). He was previously chief exec
utive for Biblelands, a Christian charity 
working in the middle East. 

‘Development work is my passion  
and I look forward to visiting Dentaid 
schemes,’ he said. His interest in over
seas development was sparked when, 
after graduation, he worked as a volun
teer in northern Kenya with the nomadic 
Samburu tribe and took responsibility 
for a desert reclamation project. 

Dentaid has supported 200 oral health 
programmes in more than 50 countries 
and its aim is to provide equipment, 
training, advocacy and health promo
tion to disadvantaged communities 
across the world. 

FOR DENTAID 
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NEW LECTURER AT BRISTOL 
Andrea Waylen has been appointed DIARY lecturer in psychology at Bristol  
Dental School. 

Dr Waylen, who completed her PhD 
on road user behaviour at Reading Uni
versity in 2001, spent three years work
ing on the Avon Longtitudinal Study of 
Parents and Children (ALPSAC) which 
is following up 14,000 children born in 
the Bristol area in 1991/1992. In 2005 
she became research fellow at Warwick 
Medical School. A study of parenting 
that she co-authored with Sarah Stu
art-Brown was published by the Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation in July. 

In her new post she hopes to develop 
research projects on the associations  
between oral health and systemic dis

ease and the relationship between com
munication skills and dental students’ 
career outcomes. 

Susie Sanderson, chair of the BDA’s 
executive board, will be speaking in 
a session on smoking cessation at the 
Conservative Party Conference in Bir
mingham on Sunday September 28. 
The session will be held in the media  
suite in Birmingham Convention Centre 
at 5.45pm. 

The fringe event, hosted in conjunc
tion with Cancer Research UK, will  
debate the need for a comprehensive 
tobacco control strategy and what the 
government and primary care trusts 
can do to encourage preventive work. 
Similar events were held at the Liberal 
Democrat and Labour party conferences 

to highlight the link between tobacco, 
periodontal disease and oral cancer. 
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OCTOBER 

British Dental Trade Association 
Dental Showcase 
Date: October 2-4 2008 
Venue: ExCel, London 
Tel: 01494 729959 
Email: registration@dentalshowcase.com 

Dental Tutors Conference 
Date: October 3-4 2008 
Venue: Old Ship Hotel, Brighton 
Tel: 020 7415 3676 
Email: lcaple@kssdeanery.ac.uk 

American Dental Association 
Annual Session 
Date: October 16-19 
Venue: Henry B Gonzalez Conference Centre, 
San Antonio, Texas 
Tel:  +1 312 440 2726 
Email: international@ada.org 
www.ada.org 

British Dental Nursing Conference 
Date: October 30 – November 1 2008 
Venue: Blackpool Hilton 
Tel: 01253 3338364 
Email: conference@badn.org.uk 

NOVEMEBER 

Triennial Conference of the Royal College 
of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow 
Date: November 6-7 2008 
Venue: SECC, Glasgow 
Details: www.rcpsg.ac.uk 

British Academy of Cosmetic 
Dentistry Annual Conference 
Date: November 13-15 2008 
Venue: Hilton Metropole, Birmingham 
Tel: 020 7612 4166 
Email: suzy@bacd.com 

National Association of 
Dental Advisers Conference 
Date: November 13-14 2008 
Venue: Park Inn, York 
www.nada-uk.org 

Infection control in dental practice 
– national conference 
Date: November 21 2008 
Venue: Scottish Exhibition 
and Conference Centre, Glasgow 
Tel: 0141 201 9353 

Decontamination for the dental team 
Date: November 26 2008 
Venue: Redwood Hotel and 
Country Club, Bristol 
Tel: 01722 432622 

Would you like to represent your peers 
by joining one of the BDA’s commit
tees? The three yearly elections for the 
main committees will be taking place 
in November and December. Members 
of the BDA can nominate themselves 
for elections. 

By spending three or four days 
per year on committee work, elected 
members can play a part in the run
ning of the BDA, represent their 
profession and report back to constit
uents. While it is common for mem
bers to start their BDA political life 

at local level, through branches, sec
tions or local dental committees, this 
is not a prerequisite for standing for 
a national committee. All GDPs are 
eligible to stand for election to the 
General Dental Practice Committee 
(GDPC) and the closing date for nomi
nations is October 3. The closing date 
for nominations to other committees 
is November 7. 

If you are interested in getting 
involved, email the BDA at getting
involved@bda.org to receive further 
information and be put in touch with 
the relevant committee secretary for 
an informal chat. 

REPRESENT YOUR PEERS 

STUB IT OUT 
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