
122 

letters to the Editor 

3 Fossaluzza V, Di-Benedetto P, Zampa A, De-Vita S. 
Misoprostol-induced urinary incontinence. J Intern Med 
1991; 230: 463-464. 

4 Wong F, Massie D, Hsu P, Dudley F. Dose-dependent 
effects of oral misoprostol on renal function in alcoholic 
cirrhosis. Gastroenterology 1994; 106: 658 - 663. 

5 Poli E, Macaluso G, Pozzoli C. Actions of two novel 
prostaglandin analogs, SC-29l69 and SC-3l391, on 
guinea pig and human isolated urinary bladder. Gen 
Pharmacol 1992; 23: 805 - 809. 

'Spinal chord' 

For many years I have been interested in the history of 
neurology. I bought a book which was surplus to their 
requirements from the Royal College of Physicians in 
Edinburgh. I had it rebound, and when it returned from 
the binders found that there was, I thought, a mistake and 
they called had it "The Structure of the Brain and Spinal 
Chord in Man". When I came to study the book I 

discovered to my surprise that the spelling was correct. 
The Wellcome Institute kindly consulted their database, 
and found 114 articles and books with titles which 
included the words 'spinal cord'. Out of these only one 
other had the spelling 'chord': 

Gower WR The diagnosis of diseases of the spinal 
chord. Translated into French and published in Paris, 
in 1882. 

Both books were from the nineteenth century. 
The explanation appears to be that 'chord' is an 

alternative spelling that went out about 1600. Why it 
should have gone out of fashion is puzzling since it has 
persisted in other medical terms such as chorda tympani, 
chordoma, chorda tendinae, presumably from the same 
root. 

I thought that the readers of the International Journal 
of the Spinal Cord would be interested in this unusual 
spelling and the origins of the word. 

JR Silver MB BS FRCP Ed & Lond 
Fellow of the Institute of Sports Medicine 

Consultant in Spinal Injuries 


	‘Spinal chord’



