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Editorial

We are one

Nature Cardiovascular Research is 
one year old. We look back at our first 
year and look forward to the years 
to come, grateful to our authors and 
audience for their contribution and 
support.

I
n January last year, Nature Cardiovascu-
lar Research published its first issue. Our 
inaugural Editorial introduced the jour-
nal’s scope and aspiration to become a 
platform that brings together researchers 

of different backgrounds but with a mutual 
interest in heart, vessel and blood biology, 
and stimulates and promotes their intellectual 
exchange, collaboration and synergism. Set 
from the early stages, a guiding principle of 
our journal was to unite, advance, champion 
and also shape the different communities 
that we serve: cardiac, vascular and blood 
scientists involved in basic, translational, 
clinical and epidemiological research. We have 
worked relentlessly and diligently and will con-
tinue to do so to keep our promise, but it will 
take years before we can see the true effect of 
our hard work. We hope that by taking stock 
of what we have achieved in the past year, we 
will provide a fair impression of who we are 
now. With the help of our authors, referees and 
readers, we further hope to improve so that we 
can increase our contribution to and effect on 
the cardiovascular and blood community in 
the times to come.

Let’s see what we have achieved in the past 
year. Our first volume included 61 primary 
research articles covering most topics within 
our scope and ranging from basic cardiovas-
cular and hematology research to preclinical, 
translational and clinical discoveries related 
to cardiovascular and blood diseases. We 
have published several resource articles and 
technical reports presenting new and large 
datasets and tools of broad utility, interest 
and importance to the community. Most of 
our publications in 2022 were focused on 
preclinical research of cardiovascular and 
blood diseases, indicating the keen inter-
est of preclinical researchers in our journal 
and the high quality of their work. We have 
also published several exciting clinical arti-
cles, including prognostic tools, artificial 
intelligence, drug repurposing and case 

studies. Although we remain very interested 
and committed to publishing original and 
important advances in basic, preclinical and 
translational studies, we would like to attract 
more clinical and epidemiological studies in  
the future.

As a transformative journal, Nature Cardio-
vascular Research offers two publishing mod-
els that include the traditional (free-to-publish 

and pay-to-read) and open access (pay-to-
publish and free-to-read) routes. In our first 
year, 41% of our primary research content was 
published as open access, reflecting the com-
mitment of our community to open science. 
As with other Nature Research titles, we hope 
to increase the number of open access articles 
over time, with the goal of becoming a fully 
open access journal in due course.
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Beyond our research content, we have 
published 125 articles of fascinating maga-
zine content that was largely commissioned 
or written by our team. These pieces included 
Editorials, Review and Perspective articles, 
News & Views, Research Highlights and Com-
ments. We have had the pleasure to work with 
14 teams of authors that are authorities in their 
respective disciplines, and helped them to 
publish their insightful Review and Perspec-
tive articles. By publishing 44 News & Views 
pieces written by the experts in the field, we 
have promoted work published in our pages 
or in other Nature Research titles to a broader 
audience. Our Research Highlights, written by 
the editorial team, have drawn attention to 
works published outside the Nature Research 
journals, reflecting our efforts to keep pace 
with the field and signaling our interests to 
the community. A format that was particu-
larly popular among the editorial team and 
our authors was the Comment articles, which 
addressed important issues or events in the 
field. These included celebrations of impor-
tant achievements (see examples here and 
here), and discussions of the burning issues 
in the field or in life sciences in general (see 
examples here and here). Finally, we have 

adopted the Research Briefing format, used 
by our selected authors to succinctly present 
their work published in our pages, which 
proved to be an enjoyable and insightful 
accompaniment to the publication proper. 
These brief articles include an excerpt from 
a referee’s report, a note from the editor, and 
the authors’ story behind the paper — from the 
‘Eureka’ moment to publication.

The years surrounding our journal’s launch 
were marked by the global health crisis caused 
by the COVID-19 pandemic, which left a deep 
imprint not just on our journal’s content but 
also on the lives of our team and the community 
that we serve. Ever since the emergence of SARS-
CoV-2 and, subsequently, the vaccine against the 
virus, it became obvious that both viral infection 
and vaccination are associated with cardiovas-
cular and hematological complications. We have 
published several research papers (see here and 
here), Review and opinion articles (see here and 
here) on that subject, and we look forward to 
publishing more in the future, as our knowledge 
of the aftermath of the pandemic on the heart 
and the circulation expands.

The pandemic has had a deep effect on how 
we work and live. Owing to travel restrictions, 
our editorial team has not yet met face-to-face, 

and our team-building efforts, trainings, 
meetings and consultations had to be done 
online. We were also eager to do in-person 
outreach by visiting research institutions 
and laboratories, organizing and attending 
conferences, workshops and panel discus-
sions. Although all this had to be done online 
in the year preceding the launch of the journal, 
in 2022 our editorial team has doubled the 
outreach efforts and attended more than 40 
conferences, workshops, round tables and lab 
visits. These interactions were very rewarding, 
informative and formative for our team and 
the journal.

We hope that you have enjoyed the content 
of our first 12 issues and thank our authors for 
having the faith in our journal, our referees 
for their expertise, devotion and patience, 
and our readers for appreciation of this hard, 
collective work. We are humbled by the enthu-
siasm with which our new journal has been 
received, and we hope that the title of this Edi-
torial, ‘We are one’, will gain a deeper mean-
ing over the years and signify our successful 
integration into the community that we serve, 
in addition to celebrating our first birthday.

Published online: 18 January 2023

http://www.nature.com/natcardiovascres
https://www.nature.com/natcardiovascres/articles?type=editorial
https://www.nature.com/natcardiovascres/articles?type=review-article
https://www.nature.com/natcardiovascres/articles?type=perspective
https://www.nature.com/natcardiovascres/articles?type=news-and-views
https://www.nature.com/natcardiovascres/articles?type=research-highlight
https://www.nature.com/natcardiovascres/articles?type=comment
https://www.nature.com/natcardiovascres/articles?type=comment
https://www.nature.com/articles/s44161-022-00034-8
https://www.nature.com/articles/s44161-022-00093-x
https://www.nature.com/articles/s44161-021-00010-8
https://www.nature.com/articles/s44161-022-00165-y
https://www.nature.com/natcardiovascres/articles?type=research-briefing
https://www.nature.com/articles/s44161-022-00177-8
https://www.nature.com/articles/s44161-022-00096-8
https://www.nature.com/articles/s44161-022-00029-5
https://www.nature.com/articles/s44161-022-00153-2
https://www.nature.com/articles/s44161-022-00166-x

	We are one



