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When using the Pathfinder plasmids in further studies, we
discovered that the wrong plasmid had been used in all tests of
pSL9 reported in our article. A plasmid with a pUC origin of
replication was accidentally used in place of the intended plasmid
with a broad-host-range pBBR1 origin of replication. This error
affects results reported in Fig. 1B and Fig. 2B. To address this error,
we constructed a corrected version of the pSL9 plasmid and
repeated these assays.

We found that the phenotypes of colonies of E. coli MFDpir cells
transformed with the corrected pSL9 plasmid closely resemble the
images shown in Fig. 1B. These colonies are still easily
distinguishable from those formed by cells transformed with the
other Pathfinder plasmids by their appearance under white and
blue light illumination and their fluorescence at different
excitation and emission wavelengths. The overall expression level
of the E2-Crimson reporter gene from the updated plasmid is
similar to what was observed for the pUC plasmid.

Next, we repeated a representative subset of the conjugation
assays reported in Fig. 2B. In these tests, we conjugated from just
one donor E. coli MFDpir strain transformed with the pSL9 plasmid
rather than from a pool of donors containing multiple Pathfinder
plasmids. We successfully obtained transconjugants of the E. coli
DH5a control, as was the case in the original results with the
incorrect pUC version of the plasmid. Now, however, we also
obtained transconjugants of the IpDO1 Orbaceae strain when
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using the corrected pBBR1 version of the pSL9 plasmid. It is likely
that this plasmid would also replicate in the other Orbaceae strains
if they were retested. To further validate the functionality of the
new plasmid, we also verified that the updated pSL9 plasmid
could be conjugated into the bee gut bacterium Snodgrassella alvi
wkB2, whereas the pUC version did not yield any transconjugants
with this host.

We have replaced the original pSL9 (pBTK1009) plasmid that was
deposited in Addgene to accompany this article with the
corrected pBBR1 version (Addgene: #191004).

We thank A H M Zuberi Ashraf and Kadena Cope for testing the
corrected pSL9 plasmid.
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