
EDITORIAL

Taking pride in biology
June is LGBTQIA+ Pride Month in the United States, where part of the Communications Biology team is

based. However, we recognize that Pride Month is just one of many opportunities to celebrate the

achievements of this community, and remain committed to using our platform as a journal to amplify

and honor queer voices year-round.

F
or many, Pride Month is a time to
celebrate the important contribu-
tions made by the LGBTQIA+
community to science and society.
However, once Pride ends,

LGTBQIA+ researchers will continue their
fight for recognition and equality
throughout the world, even without the
extra stage offered by Pride celebrations.
While Pride provides a vital spotlight on
the LGBTQIA+ community, queer
researchers deserve our support more than
30 days out of the year.
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As a journal, Com-
munications Biology is
dedicated to providing
a safe platform for
queer researchers to
share their scientific
stories and personal
experiences year-
round. We are proud
to have been able to
highlight LGBTQIA+
researchers at multiple

career stages, as part of ongoing initiatives
like Transgender Day of Visibility (March
31)1,2, LGBTQIA+ STEM Day (November
18)3,4, and our Q&A series5. We encourage
our readers to explore these stories in more
detail, through our blog series on
LGBTQIA+ early-career researchers, as
well as our new Q&A Collection high-
lighting scientists from diverse back-
grounds and career stages.

Whenever possible, our editors will
also continue to directly engage with the
LGBTQIA+ community at larger-scale
conferences like the Out in STEM annual
meeting, or more local programs like
Scientific QUEERies4. Even outside of
these conferences or symposia, we are
committed to provide training opportu-
nities to LGBTQIA+ early-career
researchers through peer review, or
consult on publications and editorial
career options. Moreover, we will con-
tinue to advocate and amplify vital pro-
gramming from organizations like Trans
in STEM5, Pride in STEM, and 500 Queer
Scientists, all of which help promote
LGBTQIA+ visibility in the sciences.

The LGBTQIA+ community deserves
more than just the visibility provided
through Pride, and, while small, we hope
that our actions as a journal will help spark
discussion (and, importantly, action) on
how science as a whole can better support
queer researchers.
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Open Access This article is licensed
under a Creative Commons Attribution

4.0 International License, which permits use, sharing,
adaptation, distribution and reproduction in any medium
or format, as long as you give appropriate credit to the
original author(s) and the source, provide a link to the
Creative Commons license, and indicate if changes were
made. The images or other third party material in this
article are included in the article’s Creative Commons
license, unless indicated otherwise in a credit line to the
material. If material is not included in the article’s Creative
Commons license and your intended use is not permitted
by statutory regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you
will need to obtain permission directly from the copyright
holder. To view a copy of this license, visit http://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.
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