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Inhibition of cancer‑type amino 
acid transporter LAT1 suppresses 
B16‑F10 melanoma metastasis 
in mouse models
Zitong Shi 1,8, Kazuko Kaneda‑Nakashima 1,2,3,8, Ryuichi Ohgaki 1,4, Minhui Xu 1, 
Hiroki Okanishi 1, Hitoshi Endou 5, Shushi Nagamori 6,7 & Yoshikatsu Kanai 1,4*

Metastasis is the leading cause of mortality in cancer patients. L‑type amino acid transporter 1 (LAT1, 
SLC7A5) is a  Na+‑independent neutral amino acid transporter highly expressed in various cancers to 
support their growth. Although high LAT1 expression is closely associated with cancer metastasis, 
its role in this process remains unclear. This study aimed to investigate the effect of LAT1 inhibition 
on cancer metastasis using B16‑F10 melanoma mouse models. Our results demonstrated that 
nanvuranlat (JPH203), a high‑affinity LAT1‑selective inhibitor, suppressed B16‑F10 cell proliferation, 
migration, and invasion. Similarly, LAT1 knockdown reduced cell proliferation, migration, and 
invasion. LAT1 inhibitors and LAT1 knockdown diminished B16‑F10 lung metastasis in a lung 
metastasis model. Furthermore, nanvuranlat and LAT1 knockdown suppressed lung, spleen, and 
lymph node metastasis in an orthotopic metastasis model. We discovered that the LAT1 inhibitor 
reduced the cell surface expression of integrin αvβ3. Our findings revealed that the downregulation of 
the mTOR signaling pathway, induced by LAT1 inhibitors, decreased the expression of integrin αvβ3, 
contributing to the suppression of metastasis. These results highlight the critical role of LAT1 in cancer 
metastasis and suggest that LAT1 inhibition may serve as a potential target for anti‑metastasis cancer 
therapy.

Cancer cells require high nutrients, including sugars and amino acids, to maintain their rapid proliferation. The 
cellular uptake of amino acids relies on amino acid transporters on the plasma  membrane1. Cancer cells take up 
amino acids through amino acid transporters, including System L, an amino acid transport system that medi-
ates the  Na+-independent transport of large neutral amino  acids1. System L is currently known to consist of four 
isoforms: LAT1 (SLC7A5), LAT2 (SLC7A8), LAT3 (SLC43A1), and LAT4 (SLC43A2)2. LAT1 and LAT2 each 
form a heterodimer with 4F2hc (SLC3A2) via disulfide bonds to be functional, while LAT3 and LAT4 function 
as  monomers2.

Among the four System L isoforms, LAT1 is highly expressed in various cancer cells, including non-small cell 
lung cancer, liver cancer, triple-negative breast cancer, pancreatic ductal adenocarcinomas, biliary tract cancer, 
prostate cancer, and  melanoma2. High LAT1 expression has been identified as a significant independent factor 
suggesting poor  prognosis3–8. Due to its high expression in cancer cells, LAT1 is considered a potential target for 
cancer  therapy2, 9, 10. Inhibition of LAT1 could suppress cancer cell growth by depriving cancer cells of essential 
amino  acids2. The classic System L inhibitor, 2-aminobicyclo[2.2.1]heptane-2-carboxylic acid (BCH), despite 
its low affinity and limited selectivity for LAT1, has been shown to inhibit the growth of cancer  cells11, 12. Nan-
vuranlat (JPH203) was developed as a high-affinity LAT1-selective  inhibitor2, 13. Studies have demonstrated that 
nanvuranlat inhibits the growth of various cancer cell lines in vitro13–15 and suppresses the growth of xenograft 
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tumors of  cholangiocarcinoma16, pancreatic  cancer17, and colorectal  cancer13, suggesting that nanvuranlat could 
be a novel anti-cancer agent. The phase II clinical trial met the primary endpoint and demonstrated positive 
clinical efficacy in patients with biliary tract  cancer18.

Metastasis is the leading cause of cancer-related deaths, accounting for over 90% of cancer-related  fatalities19. 
Therefore, developing new therapeutic strategies for anti-metastasis treatment is urgently needed. Cancer metas-
tasis involves the following processes: cancer cells first undergo an epithelial-mesenchymal transition (EMT) at 
the primary site, resulting in the loss of cell–cell adhesion and acquisition of migratory and invasive  properties20. 
Then, cancer cells invade blood or lymphatic vessels, move into the circulatory systems, escape from blood and 
lymphatic vessels at a distant site, and colonize the metastatic  site20. Common metastatic sites include lymph 
nodes, liver, lung, bone, and  spleen21. High LAT1 expression has been correlated with lymphatic metastasis in 
biliary tract  cancer3, pancreatic ductal  adenocarcinoma22, and non-small cell lung  cancer7, suggesting that LAT1 
could be considered a potential target for anti-metastasis treatment. However, few studies have addressed the 
role of LAT1 in cancer metastasis.

Metastasis models using mouse B16-F10 melanoma cells are commonly applied in experimental research 
to examine the effect on cancer  metastasis23. By injecting B16-F10 cells into the tail vein of C57BL/6 mice, 
tumor cells travel through the bloodstream to the lungs, forming metastatic  nodules23. However, this tail vein 
injection-lung metastasis model does not include the process of cell migration and invasion at the primary  site24. 
Furthermore, the number of injected cells in this model is greater than that of cancer cells typically present in 
circulation during natural metastasis, which constrains the model’s capacity to represent the entire metastasis 
process  accurately24. To address this limitation, we also employed an orthotopic metastasis model by injecting 
B16-F10 cells into the footpad of mice. In this model, sentinel lymph nodes are the first sites reached by metastatic 
cells, and metastasis in distant organs involves both hematogenous and lymphatic  spread25.

In this study, we utilized the B16-F10 model to investigate the role of LAT1 in cancer metastasis. We initially 
discovered that LAT1 inhibitors and LAT1 knockdown reduced B16-F10 cell migration and invasion in vitro. 
In vivo experiments demonstrated that LAT1 inhibitors and LAT1 knockdown suppressed B16-F10 metastasis 
in the tail vein injection-lung metastasis model. Furthermore, B16-F10 metastasis in the lung, spleen, and lymph 
nodes was diminished by LAT1 inhibition in the orthotopic model. Flow cytometry analysis results suggested 
that decreased expression of integrin αvβ3, induced by LAT1 inhibition, might contribute to the suppression 
of cancer metastasis.

Results
Inhibition of LAT1 suppresses B16‑F10 cell proliferation and tumor growth. We first performed 
RT-qPCR to examine the expression levels of System L transporters in the B16-F10 melanoma cell line. Results 
showed that LAT1 was expressed in B16-F10 cells, while LAT2, LAT3, and LAT4 were not detected (Fig. 1A). We 
then investigated the expression of LAT1 protein by western blot analysis. The levels of LAT1 protein expression 
and 4F2hc in B16-F10 cells were examined under reducing (DTT(+)) and non-reducing (DTT(−)) conditions. 
In non-reducing conditions, a band corresponding to the LAT1-4F2hc heterodimer was observed at 150 kDa. 
In reducing conditions, bands of LAT1 and 4F2hc monomers were observed at 37 and 70 kDa, respectively 
(Fig. 1B). Next, we investigated the role of LAT1 in the proliferation of B16-F10 cells. As shown in Fig. 1C, nan-
vuranlat inhibited the growth of B16-F10 cells with a  GI50 value of 23.8 ± 3.6 μM. We also examined the effect 
of LAT1 knockdown on B16-F10 cell growth. LAT1 stable knockdown cell lines were constructed using shRNA 
(small-hairpin RNA). The knockdown of LAT1 was confirmed by western blot (Supplementary Fig. S1). LAT1 
knockdown cells exhibited reduced cell growth compared to the control (Fig. 1D). Additionally, we investigated 
the effect of LAT1 inhibition on B16-F10 tumor growth. Nanvuranlat significantly suppressed tumor growth 
over 14 days of treatment without affecting body weight (Fig. 1E and Supplementary Fig. S2). Furthermore, 
tumors of B16-F10 with LAT1 knockdown exhibited reduced growth compared to the control (Fig. 1F). These 
results demonstrate that LAT1 inhibition and LAT1 knockdown suppress B16-F10 cell proliferation and tumor 
growth (Fig. 1C, D, E and F).

Inhibition of LAT1 suppresses B16‑F10 cell migration. Using a wound healing assay, we first inves-
tigated the effect of LAT1 inhibition on the migration of B16-F10 cells. The rate of cell migration was quantified 
by comparing the degree of wound closure between the 0-h and 8-h time points. Nanvuranlat decreased cell 
migration in a concentration-dependent manner compared with the control (Fig. 2A and B). BCH also inhibited 
B16-F10 cell migration (Supplementary Fig. S3). Additionally, we examined the migration of LAT1-knockdown 
cells. Compared to the control, LAT1 knockdown cells exhibited a reduction in cell migration (Fig. 2C and D). 
The inhibitory effect of nanvuranlat or LAT1 knockdown on cell migration was further validated using a tran-
swell migration assay (Fig. 2E–H). These results indicate that inhibition or knockdown of LAT1 decreases the 
migration of B16-F10 cells.

Inhibition of LAT1 suppresses B16‑F10 cell invasion. We used a Boyden chamber assay to study cell 
invasion. Both nanvuranlat and BCH significantly decreased the invasion of B16-F10 cells compared with the 
control (Fig. 3A and B; Supplementary Fig. S3). Furthermore, B16-F10 LAT1-knockdown cells showed a reduc-
tion in cell invasion compared to the control (Fig. 3C and D). These results suggest that inhibition of LAT1 can 
reduce B16-F10 cell invasion.

Inhibition of LAT1 suppresses the B16‑F10 metastasis in the lung metastasis model. We 
transplanted B16-F10 cells or B16-F10 LAT1-knockdown cells through the tail vein of mice. The experimental 
schedule is depicted in Fig. 4A. Nanvuranlat treatment reduced the formation of metastatic nodules in the lungs 



3

Vol.:(0123456789)

Scientific Reports |        (2023) 13:13943  | https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-023-41096-3

www.nature.com/scientificreports/

Figure 1.  Expression of LAT1 in B16-F10 melanoma cells and the effect of LAT1 suppression on cell 
proliferation and tumor growth. (A) Quantification of LAT1, LAT2, LAT3, and LAT4 mRNA levels by 
RT-qPCR. Data were normalized to the expression of GAPDH mRNA and shown as relative expression levels 
compared to LAT1. PCR analyses were performed in triplicate (n = 3) and shown as mean ± SEM. (B) Protein 
expression of LAT1 and 4F2hc in B16-F10 cells. LAT1 and 4F2hc were detected by western blot using an anti-
LAT1 antibody (left panel) and anti-4F2hc antibody (right panel), respectively, under reducing (DTT( +)) and 
non-reducing (DTT(-)) conditions. Arrows indicate the bands corresponding to LAT1-4F2hc heterodimer 
at 150 kDa. The bands of LAT1 (37 kDa) and 4F2hc (70 kDa) monomers are indicated by black and white 
arrowheads, respectively. Original, uncropped electrophoretic blots are presented in Supplementary Fig. S5. 
(C) Concentration-inhibition curve of nanvuranlat. B16-F10 cells were treated with nanvuranlat (1.5, 3, 7, 15, 
and 30 μM) for 48 h. The concentration-inhibition curve shows the percentage of inhibition of B16-F10 cell 
growth versus the concentration of nanvuranlat (n = 4, data are mean ± SEM). The  GI50 value was calculated 
by nonlinear regression analysis:  GI50 = 23.8 ± 3.6 μM. (D) Suppression of cell proliferation in B16-F10 LAT1-
knockdown cells. Cell proliferation of B16-F10 LAT1-knockdown cells (shLAT1#1, #2, and #3) and control cells 
(B16-F10 cells transfected with control shRNA) was determined by the absorbance at 450 nm in the CCK-8 
assay and shown at 24, 48, and 72 h after cell seeding. (E) Inhibitory effect of nanvuranlat on tumor growth 
compared with placebo control. On Day 0, B16-F10 cells were transplanted subcutaneously into the footpad 
of the hind leg of the mice. Nanvuranlat administration (i.v., 25 mg/kg, daily) started on Day 7 and finished on 
Day 20. Tumor size was measured from Day 7 to Day 21. (F) Suppression of B16-F10 tumor growth by LAT1 
knockdown. Statistical significance was determined using two-way ANOVA with Sidak’s post-test (n = 5, * 
p < 0.05, ** p < 0.01, *** p < 0.001, **** p < 0.0001). Data are mean ± SEM.
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Figure 2.  Suppression of cell migration by LAT1 inhibition or knockdown. (A) Suppression of B16-F10 cell migration by 
nanvuranlat. A wound healing assay of B16-F10 cells was performed with the treatment of nanvuranlat (0.3, 1, 3, 10, and 
30 μM). Images show representative results of nanvuranlat-treated B16-F10 cells. Cells were allowed to migrate for 8 h 
(the yellow dotted line represents the initial position of the cell edge (0-h time point), and the cell edges at 8 h are outlined 
in red). (B) Quantification of the wound healing rate (comparison of wound closure between 0-h and 8-h time points) of 
nanvuranlat-treated B16-F10 cells. (C) Suppression of cell migration in B16-F10 LAT1-knockdown cells. Images show the 
results of B16-F10 shLAT1 cells and control cells (B16-F10 cells transfected with control shRNA). Cells were allowed to 
migrate for 8 h. (D) Quantification of the wound healing rate of B16-F10 LAT1-knockdown cells. (E) Suppression of transwell 
migration by nanvuranlat. A transwell migration assay was performed on B16-F10 cells treated with nanvuranlat (30 μM) 
for 24 h. The images depict migrated B16-F10 cells following nanvuranlat treatment. (F) Quantitative analysis of the number 
of migrated cells following nanvuranlat treatment in B16-F10 cells. (G) Suppression of transwell migration in B16-F10 
LAT1-knockdown cells. The images present the migrated cells of both B16-F10 LAT1-knockdown cells and control cells 
(B16-F10 cells transfected with control shRNA) after a 24-h period of cell migration. (H) Quantitative analysis of the number 
of migrated cells in B16-F10 LAT1-knockdown cells. For (A) and (C), Scale bars indicate 500 μm. For (E) and (G), Scale bars 
indicate 200 μm. For (B) and (D), the wound healing rate was calculated using the following formula: wound healing rate 
(%) = [1 − (wound area at 8-h time point/wound area at the 0-time point)] × 100. Statistical significance was determined using 
a two-tailed unpaired t-test (F, n = 3) or one-way ANOVA followed by Tukey’s post-test (n = 5 for B and n = 3 for D and H) 
(* p < 0.05, ** p < 0.01, *** p < 0.001, **** p < 0.0001). Data are mean ± SEM.
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(Fig. 4B and C). Similarly, BCH significantly decreased lung metastasis of B16-F10 cells (Supplementary Fig. S4). 
The number of metastatic lung nodules was reduced in the B16-F10 LAT1-knockdown cell groups compared 
to the control group (Fig. 4D). These results suggest that the inhibition of LAT1 can decrease lung metastasis of 
B16-F10 cells in vivo.

Inhibition of LAT1 suppresses the B16‑F10 lung, spleen, and lymph node metastasis in the 
orthotopic metastasis model. B16-F10 cells or B16-F10 LAT1-knockdown cells were transplanted into 
mouse footpads. The experimental schedule is depicted in Fig. 5A. Compared with the placebo control, the num-
ber of metastatic lung nodules was decreased in nanvuranlat-treated mice (Fig. 5B). B16-F10 cell groups with 
LAT1 knockdown had significantly reduced metastatic lung nodules (Fig. 5C). Similar results were observed 
in spleen metastasis. Nanvuranlat treatment significantly reduced the formation of B16-F10 spleen metastatic 
nodules (Fig. 5D). A reduction in spleen metastatic nodules was found in the B16-F10 LAT1-knockdown cell 
groups, compared to the control (Fig. 5E). Examination of metastatic lymph nodes showed that nanvuranlat 
treatment and LAT1 knockdown decreased the formation of metastatic lymph nodes (Fig. 5F and G). These data 

Figure 3.  Suppression of cell invasion by LAT1 inhibition or knockdown. (A) Suppression of cell invasion 
by nanvuranlat. A cell invasion assay of B16-F10 cells was performed with the treatment of nanvuranlat (0, 3, 
10, and 30 μM) for 24 h. Images show invaded cells of each group. (B) Suppression of cell invasion in B16-
F10 LAT1-knockdown cells. Images show invaded cells of B16-F10 LAT1-knockdown cells and control cells 
(B16-F10 cells transfected with control shRNA) after 24 h of cell invasion. Scale bars indicate 200 μm. (C) 
Quantification of the invaded cell number of nanvuranlat-treated B16-F10 cells. (D) Quantification of the 
invaded cell number of B16-F10 LAT1-knockdown cells. Statistical significance was determined using one-way 
ANOVA followed by Tukey’s post-test (n = 3, ** p < 0.01, *** p < 0.001). Data are mean ± SEM.
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demonstrate that nanvuranlat and LAT1 knockdown decreases lung, spleen, and lymph node metastases of B16-
F10 melanoma in the orthotopic metastasis model.

LAT1 inhibitors downregulate integrin αv and β3 cell surface expression. We used flow cytom-
etry to assess the cell surface expression of integrin αv and integrin β3, which have been implicated in can-
cer  metastasis26. After treatment with nanvuranlat or BCH for 24 h, the cell surface expression of integrin αv 
and integrin β3 was decreased (Fig. 6A). The median fluorescence intensity (MFI, relative to the no-treatment 

Figure 4.  Suppression of lung metastasis by LAT1 inhibition or knockdown in in vivo lung metastasis model. 
(A) Schematic diagram of experimental schedule. Cells were transplanted into mice through intravenous 
injection. (B) Effect of nanvuranlat on B16-F10 lung metastasis. The pictures show the lungs of placebo 
control mice (upper panel) and mice treated with nanvuranlat (i.v., 25 mg/kg, daily, 14 days, lower panel). (C) 
Quantification of lung metastatic nodules in placebo control and nanvuranlat groups (Cont: placebo control; 
Nanv: nanvuranlat). (D) Quantification of metastatic lung nodules in mice transplanted with control cells 
(B16-F10 cells transfected with control shRNA) or B16-F10 LAT1-knockdown cells. Statistical significance was 
determined using a two-tailed unpaired t-test (C, n = 3) or one-way ANOVA followed by Tukey’s post-test (D, 
n = 5) (** p < 0.01, *** p < 0.001). Data are mean ± SEM.
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control) of integrin αv and integrin β3 was significantly reduced in the LAT1 inhibitor-treated groups (Fig. 6B 
and C). These results suggest that LAT1 inhibitors reduce the expression of integrin αv and integrin β3 on the 
surface of B16-F10 cells.

LAT1 inhibitors reduce the integrin αv and β3 protein expression and downregulate the mTOR 
signaling pathway. Downregulation of the mTOR signaling pathway was suggested to reduce the expres-
sion of integrin αv and β327. To investigate the potential mechanism underlying the reduction in cell surface 

Figure 5.  Suppression of metastasis by LAT1 inhibition or knockdown in an orthotopic metastasis model. (A) 
Schematic diagram of the experimental schedule. Cells were transplanted subcutaneously into the hind footpad 
of mice. (B, D, F) Suppression of B16-F10 metastasis by nanvuranlat. The bar graph shows the quantification of 
metastatic nodules in the lung (B), spleen (D), and the number of metastatic lymph nodes (F) in placebo control 
or nanvuranlat treatment (i.v., 25 mg/kg, daily, 14 days) groups (Cont: placebo control; Nanv: nanvuranlat). 
(C, E, G) Suppression of B16-F10 metastasis by LAT1 knockdown. The bar graph shows the quantification of 
metastatic nodules in the lung (C), spleen (E), and the number of metastatic lymph nodes (G) in control (Cont, 
B16-F10 cells transfected with control shRNA) or B16-F10 LAT1-knockdown cell groups. Statistical significance 
was determined using a two-tailed unpaired t-test (B, D, F) or one-way ANOVA followed by Tukey’s post-test 
(C, E, G) (n = 5, * p < 0.05, ** p < 0.01, *** p < 0.001, **** p < 0.0001). Data are mean ± SEM.
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expression of integrins αv and β3 following LAT1 inhibition, we examined the mRNA and protein expression 
of integrins αv and β3 after LAT1 inhibitor treatment. There were no significant differences in the mRNA levels 
of integrin αv and β3 between the nanvuranlat-treated and control groups (Fig. 7A), suggesting that nanvuran-
lat may not influence the gene transcription of integrin αv and β3. However, western blot results showed that 
nanvuranlat and BCH decreased the protein expression of integrin αv and integrin β3 (Fig. 7B). The downregu-
lation of integrin αv and β3 protein levels was verified through western blot band intensity analysis (Fig. 7C). 
Since LAT1 is involved in the activation of the mTOR signaling  pathway28, we examined the phosphorylation 
levels of mTOR and its downstream target p70 S6K in B16-F10 cells treated with LAT1 inhibitors. The results 
showed that nanvuranlat downregulated the phosphorylation of mTOR and p70 S6K under 8 h of treatment. 
However, by 24 h, this downregulation was largely restored (Fig. 7D). For BCH, the downregulation of p70 S6K 
phosphorylation was observed only at 24 h (Fig. 7D). To examine whether the reduction of cell surface integrins 
was attributed to mTOR downregulation, we checked the effect of rapamycin on cell surface integrin αv and β3 

Figure 6.  Suppression of integrin αv and β3 cell surface expression by the treatment of LAT1 inhibitors. (A) 
Cell surface expression of integrin αv and integrin β3. Cell surface expression of integrin αv and integrin β3 
in B16-F10 cells treated with nanvuranlat (3, 10, and 30 μM) or BCH (20 mM) for 24 h was detected by flow 
cytometry. Data are represented as histograms showing fluorescence intensity (y-axis) versus cell count (x-axis). 
Gray-filled peaks represent unstained B16-F10 cells (without inhibitor treatment), red open peaks represent 
cells without inhibitor treatment, and colored peaks indicate cells treated with the inhibitors. (B, C) Quantitative 
analysis of MFI (Median Fluorescence Intensity, relative to cells without inhibitor treatment) of B16-F10 cells 
treated with nanvuranlat or BCH. Statistical significance was determined using one-way ANOVA followed by 
Tukey’s post-test (n = 3, * p < 0.05, ** p < 0.01, *** p < 0.001, **** p < 0.0001). Data are mean ± SEM.
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Figure 7.  Suppression of protein expression of integrin αv and β3 and downregulation of mTOR signaling 
pathway by LAT1 inhibitor treatment. (A) Quantification of integrin αv and integrin β3 mRNAs after 
nanvuranlat treatment. B16-F10 cells were treated with 30 μM nanvuranlat for 4 h. Data were normalized to the 
expression of GAPDH mRNA and are shown as relative expression levels compared to the untreated control. 
(B) Protein expression of integrin αv and integrin β3 with nanvuranlat, BCH, or rapamycin treatment. Protein 
levels of integrin αv and integrin β3 in B16-F10 cells after 24-h treatment with nanvuranlat (30 μM), BCH 
(20 mM), or rapamycin (10 nM) were analyzed by western blot. Original, uncropped electrophoretic blots are 
presented in Supplementary Fig. S5. (C) Quantification of the protein levels of integrin αv and integrin β3. (D) 
Effects of nanvuranlat and BCH on mTOR signaling pathway. Protein levels of mTOR (p-mTOR: phospho-
mTOR; t-mTOR: total mTOR) and p70 S6K (p-p70 S6K: phospho-p70 S6K; t-p70 S6K: total p70 S6K) in 
B16-F10 cells after 8- or 24-h treatment with nanvuranlat (30 μM) or BCH (20 mM) were analyzed by western 
blot. Original, uncropped electrophoretic blots are presented in Supplementary Fig. S5. (E) Suppression of cell 
surface expression of integrin αv and integrin β3 with rapamycin treatment. Upper panel: cell surface expression 
of integrin αv and integrin β3. Cell surface expression of integrin αv and integrin β3 in B16-F10 cells after 24-h 
treatment with rapamycin (10 nM) was detected by flow cytometry. Data are represented as histograms showing 
fluorescence intensity (y-axis) versus cell count (x-axis). Gray-filled peaks represent unstained B16-F10 cells 
(without rapamycin treatment), red open peaks represent cells without rapamycin treatment, and the blue peak 
indicates rapamycin-treated cells. Lower panel: quantitative analysis of MFI (relative to control) of B16-F10 
cells treated with rapamycin. Abbreviation: Cont: control; Nanv: nanvuranlat; Rapa: rapamycin. Statistical 
significance was determined using a two-tailed unpaired t-test (A and E) or one-way ANOVA followed by 
Tukey’s post-test (C) (n = 3, NS, not significant, * p < 0.05, ** p < 0.01, *** p < 0.001). Data are mean ± SEM.
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expression. A decrease in integrin αv and β3 on the surface of B16-F10 cells was observed following rapamycin 
treatment for 24 h (Fig. 7E). Rapamycin also decreased the protein expression level of integrin αv and integrin 
β3 (Fig. 7C). These results suggest that the decrease in integrin αv and β3 expression caused by LAT1 inhibition 
may be related to the suppression of mTOR signaling.

Discussion
In this study, we demonstrated that inhibition of LAT1 by using LAT1 inhibitors (nanvuranlat and BCH) or LAT1 
knockdown reduced B16-F10 metastasis. Our in vitro experiments showed that LAT1 inhibition significantly 
decreased cell migration and invasion. In a lung metastasis mouse model, LAT1 inhibition reduced the forma-
tion of B16-F10 lung metastatic nodules. Furthermore, we showed that inhibiting LAT1 led to a reduction in 
spontaneous lung, spleen, and lymph node metastasis of B16-F10 cells in an orthotopic metastasis model. We 
also found that the reduced expression of integrin αvβ3 was associated with the decline in B16-F10 metastasis 
induced by LAT1 inhibition. This study reveals that LAT1 inhibition reduces metastasis, providing new evidence 
supporting LAT1 as a potential anti-cancer target.

We investigated the effects of LAT1 inhibition on B16-F10 cell migration and invasion in vitro. Our results 
indicated that both LAT1 inhibitors (nanvuranlat and BCH) and LAT1 knockdown significantly reduced B16-
F10 cell migration and invasion (Figs. 2, 3, and Supplementary Fig. S2). Given that the doubling time of B16-F10 
cells has been reported to be approximately 20.1  h29, the cell count in the 8-h observation period for the wound 
healing assay is expected to increase by only 1.3 times. In the case of the invasion assay, which was conducted 
under starvation conditions (without FBS), cell growth is anticipated to decelerate, thereby extending the dou-
bling time. This study’s observation period for cell invasion was 24 h, roughly equivalent to the reported doubling 
time of B16-F10 cells under regular serum-containing conditions. Therefore, while the inhibition of LAT1 can 
suppress cell growth, the impact of this growth inhibition on cell migration and invasion is projected to be mini-
mal within our experimental conditions. Cell migration requires the coordination of cytoskeletal dynamics and 
 reorganization30. We previously showed that nanvuranlat increases the phosphorylation levels of Rho-associated 
protein kinase (ROCK), myosin light-chain kinase (MLCK), focal adhesion kinase (FAK), and  paxillin31. Among 
these, increased phosphorylation of ROCK and MLCK leads to increased non-muscle myosin II phosphorylation, 
which results in large actin bundles and stable adhesions, thereby inhibiting cell  migration32. Impaired FAK and 
paxillin signaling increases cell migration, so when nanvuranlat upregulates the phosphorylation levels of FAK 
and paxillin, it, in turn, negatively regulates cell  migration33. On the other hand, previous research has indicated 
that inhibiting FAK suppresses cell migration in esophageal adenocarcinoma cell  lines34. The divergent roles of 
FAK in modulating cell motility could be attributed to variations in cell systems and phosphorylation  sites35. We 
speculate that LAT1 inhibition suppressed cell migration, at least in part, by modulating these signaling pathways 
governing cytoskeletal dynamics.

Cell migration is a prerequisite for invasion, which requires cells to adjust their shape and interact with the 
extracellular matrix (ECM) to move through the  matrix36. The mitogen-activated protein kinase (MAPK) plays 
a crucial role in promoting cell invasion by inducing the expression of proteolytic enzymes that degrade the 
basement  membrane37. Nanvuranlat has been shown to inhibit the phosphorylation of  MAPK38, suggesting that 
nanvuranlat could regulate cell invasion through MAPK. Therefore, we propose that LAT1 inhibition suppresses 
cell migration and invasion by modulating the key signaling pathways which govern cytoskeletal dynamics and 
interactions with ECM.

In this study, we demonstrated that LAT1 inhibition reduced cancer metastasis in animal models. Using 
the B16-F10 lung metastasis model, we showed that LAT1 inhibition significantly reduced the formation of 
metastatic nodules in the lung (Fig. 4). Moreover, in the orthotopic metastasis model, LAT1 inhibition reduced 
sentinel lymph node metastasis and significantly decreased distant lung and spleen metastases (Fig. 5B–G). At 
the primary site of cancer, enhanced angiogenesis is associated with cancer cell intravasation, as increased tumor 
microvessel density raises the potential for tumor cells to enter the  bloodstream39. LAT1 has been implicated 
in tumor  angiogenesis17. Inhibition of LAT1 using nanvuranlat interferes with VEGF-A/VEGFR2 and mTOR 
signaling, thereby participating in the regulation of  angiogenesis17. Therefore, it is suggested that the suppression 
of angiogenesis by LAT1 inhibition could contribute to the reduction in metastasis. Additionally, nanvuranlat 
treatment has been shown to induce G1 arrest by regulating the expression of cell cycle-related proteins and 
phosphorylation of cell cycle-related  kinases31. We speculate that nanvuranlat-induced cell cycle arrest, which 
inhibits tumor growth at both primary and metastatic sites, could also contribute to the apparent suppression of 
metastasis. Collectively, LAT1 inhibition may exert a multifaceted influence on cancer metastasis progression 
by simultaneously affecting multiple aspects.

Integrins are a family of transmembrane heterodimer proteins composed of various combinations of 18 α 
and 8 β integrin  subunits40. Among the integrin family, β3 integrin expression is elevated in cell lines with high 
metastatic ability compared to those with low metastatic  ability41, 42. It is primarily associated with the ability of 
tumors to metastasize 43. Integrin β3 forms heterodimers with αIIb and αv subunits, with integrin αvβ3, rather 
than αIIbβ3, strongly supporting metastasis in melanoma  cells44. Integrin αvβ3 expression levels correlate with 
the metastatic propensity in melanoma, breast, lung, prostate, pancreatic, and renal  cancer45–49. Integrin αvβ3 
plays diverse roles in different stages of the metastatic  process26. For example, integrin αvβ3 binds to matrix met-
alloproteinase 2 (MMP-2) and serves as a receptor for surface-localized metalloproteinase activity, while MMP-2 
binds poorly to other integrins such as αvβ5 and α5β150. Cooperation between αvβ3 integrins and MMP-9 has 
also been  observed51. MMP-2 and MMP-9 facilitate cell-mediated ECM degradation, directly regulating cell 
 invasion52. Additionally, integrin αvβ3 is implicated in regulating angiogenesis among all  integrins53. Collectively, 
integrin αvβ3 may be one of the integrins most closely associated with cancer metastasis. Therefore, we exam-
ined changes in the expression of integrin αv and β3 in response to LAT1 inhibition. Our flow cytometry results 
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indicated that cell surface expression of integrin αv and β3 was reduced by LAT1 inhibition (Fig. 6B and C), 
suggesting that integrin αv and β3 are involved in the decline of cancer metastasis induced by LAT1 inhibition.

Interestingly, previous studies have indicated that rapamycin, an mTOR inhibitor, decreased the expression 
of integrin αv27. However, the mechanism underlying the effect of mTOR on integrin αv was not elaborated in 
that  study27. Our western blot results showed that protein expression levels of integrin αv and β3 decreased under 
LAT1 inhibitor treatment (Fig. 7B). mRNA results indicated that LAT1 inhibitor nanvuranlat had little effect on 
integrin αv and β3 gene expression (Fig. 7A). Since integrin αv and β3 did not change at the gene transcription 
level, regulation may occur at the protein level. We confirmed that inhibiting LAT1 using nanvuranlat or BCH 
downregulated the mTOR signaling pathway (Fig. 7C). mTOR is an essential regulator of protein  synthesis54. It 
has been demonstrated that nanvuranlat suppresses protein synthesis by influencing nutrient-sensing mTORC1 
and GAAC  pathways55. Meanwhile, mTOR is a key regulator of  autophagy56. Stimulation of autophagy increased 
the co-localization of integrin with autophagic vacuoles and their subsequent degradation by lysosomes as the 
autophagic pathway merged with the endocytic  pathway57, 58. Additionally, it has been shown that inhibition of 
mTOR promotes ligand-engaged integrin internalization and degradation in  lysosomes59, 60. Considering that 
the half-life of integrins on the cell surface is 12–24  h61, enhanced internalization and lysosomal degradation 
of integrins due to downregulated mTOR could significantly reduce cell surface integrins within approximately 
24 h. Thus, the decrease in integrin αv and β3 cell surface expression induced by 24-h LAT1 inhibitor treatment 
could be related to mTOR downregulation. Moreover, we also confirmed that mTOR downregulation reduced 
cell surface expression of integrin αv and β3 using rapamycin (Fig. 7E). Therefore, we speculate that mTOR 
downregulation induced by LAT1 inhibition decreased the protein expression level of integrin αv and β3 by 
(1) interfering with integrin protein synthesis; and (2) enhancing internalization and lysosomal degradation of 
integrin on the cell surface, thereby suppressing metastasis.

To date, anti-metastasis targets have mainly focused on affecting cell migration and invasion  capacity62. Based 
on their molecular mechanisms, anti-metastasis agents can be categorized as those involving the cytoskeleton 
or ECM  remodeling62. Y-27632, a selective ROCK inhibitor, has decreased cell invasion in various cancer cell 
 types62 and reduced liver metastasis of HT-29 colorectal cancer in vivo63. However, in U87 glioma cells and 
OCUM-2MD3 gastric carcinoma cells, Y-27632 exhibited the opposite effect, increasing cell  invasion64. These 
studies reveal that the contribution of ROCK inhibitors to cancer cell migration and invasion varies among cell 
 lines64. MMP inhibitors (MMPIs) were developed as anti-metastasis agents due to their ability to inhibit cancer 
cell  invasion65. However, their lack of specificity and selectivity may cause serious adverse effects, which could 
explain why MMPIs have failed to demonstrate satisfactory efficacy in clinical  trials66. For instance, marimastat, 
a broad-spectrum MMPI, did not improve survival in patients with pancreatic  cancer67. Other potential anti-
metastasis agents with promising preclinical efficacy that failed to show effects in clinical trials include cilengitide, 
an RGD peptide antagonist targeting integrin αvβ3 and αvβ565. The lack of cancer specificity poses a significant 
challenge in developing anti-metastasis agents. Their impact on normal cell function can lead to serious adverse 
effects poorly tolerated by  patients65. Given the cancer cell specificity of LAT1 and its ability to reduce metastasis, 
we propose that LAT1 inhibition could suppress primary cancer growth and potentially reduce cancer metastasis.

In summary, we have revealed an anti-metastasis effect of LAT1 inhibition. Our results demonstrated that the 
LAT1 inhibitor nanvuranlat reduced metastatic nodule formation in metastasis mouse models, illustrating the 
potential of using nanvuranlat to decrease or prevent cancer metastasis. Therapeutic strategies targeting LAT1 
could be applied to anti-cancer treatment, ultimately improving the prognosis for cancer patients.

Materials and methods
Cell culture. Mouse melanoma B16-F10 cells (ATCC ®CRL-6475™) were grown in RPMI-1640 (Nacalai 
Tesque, Kyoto, Japan) supplemented 10% FBS (Nichirei, Tokyo, Japan), 100 units/mL penicillin, and 100 μg/mL 
streptomycin (Nacalai Tesque) at 37 °C with 5%  CO2, and 95% humidity.

Chemicals. Nanvuranlat ((2S)-2-amino-3-[4-[(5-amino-2-phenyl-1,3-benzoxazol-7-yl)methoxy]-3,5-di-
chlorophenyl]propanoic acid, CAS No.: 1037592-40-7) (2HCl salt; purity > 99%), nanvuranlat-sulfobutylether-
β-cyclodextrin (nanvuranlat-SBECD), and sulfobutylether-β-cyclodextrin (SBECD, placebo) were provided by 
J-Pharma Co., Ltd (Kanagawa, Japan)17. 2-Aminobicyclo[2.2.1]heptane-2-carboxylic acid (BCH) was purchased 
from Sigma-Aldrich (St. Louis, MO, USA).

Quantitative RT‑qPCR. Quantitative real-time PCR was performed as described  previously68. Total RNA 
was extracted using Isogen II (Nippon Gene, Tokyo, Japan), and reverse transcription was performed for cDNA 
synthesis (Primescript RT Master Mix, Takara Bio, Shiga, Japan). Quantitative PCR was performed with SYBR 
Premix ExTaq™ (Tli RNaseH Plus,  Takara Bio) using the 7900HT Fast Real-Time PCR system. The following 
primers were used: LAT1 (forward: 5′-cgggctgcctgtctacttc- 3′, reverse: 5′-cagagcaccgtcacagagaa-3′), LAT2 (for-
ward: 5′- tggaagaagcctgacattcc- 3′, reverse: 5′- gcccagaacagcaggtagat-3′), LAT3 (forward: 5′- tctctcatcagtgccgtgtt- 
3′, reverse: 5′- agtaggaggcccaggttcac-3′), LAT4 (forward: 5′- tgtgggttttggggtgac- 3′, reverse: 5′- tgcaggacgaagga-
gaagat-3′), 4F2hc (forward: 5′-atggtgcagctggagtgtg-3′, reverse: 5′-ccccgtagctaaaaacagga-3′), integrin αv (forward: 
5′-ggtgtggatcgagctgtctt-3′, reverse: 5′- caaggccagcatttacagtg-3′), integrin β3 (forward: 5′-cgggctaaccgaccaggtgtc-
ccg-3′, reverse: 5′- cctgcatgatggcgtcaaag-3′), and GAPDH (forward: 5′-tgcccccatgtttgtgatg-3′, reverse: 5′- tgtg-
gtcatgagcccttcc-3′). The obtained data were normalized to the expression of GAPDH mRNA.

shRNA‑mediated gene knockdown. pLKO.1 lentiviral vector expressing mouse LAT1 shRNA#1 
(3359slc1, 5′-ccggcctgagatagtgctgtggttactcgagtaaccacagcactatctcaggtttttg-3′), #2 (988slc1,5′-ccggcctatttcctaccct
ctctactcgagtagagagggtagtgaaataggtttttg-3′), #3 (233slc1,5′-ccgggcgcaatatcacgctgctcaactcgagttgagcagcgtgatattgcg
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ctttttg-3′) as well as control shRNA (SHC002, 5′-ccggcaacaagatgaagagcaccaactcgagttggtgctcttcatcttgttgttttt-3′) 
were purchased from Sigma Aldrich.

The shRNA plasmids were used to produce lentiviral particles with the Lentiviral High Titer Packaging Mix 
(Takara Bio). The resulting lentiviruses were collected from the supernatant of HEK 293 T cells and used to 
transduce the target cells. B16-F10 cells were seeded in 6-well plates at a density of 2 ×  105 cells/well and trans-
duced with the shRNA lentiviral vectors. Two days post-transduction, the cells were selected using puromycin 
(InvivoGen, San Diego, CA, USA). The knockdown efficiency was confirmed via western blot analysis.

Western blot analysis. Protein sample preparation and western blot analysis were performed as described 
 previously69, 70. Crude membrane samples were prepared for the detection of LAT1 and 4F2hc expression. Cells 
were collected in lysis buffer (50 mM Tris–HCl (pH 7.4), 150 mM NaCl, 1 mM EDTA, 1 mM phenylmethyl-
sulfonyl fluoride (PMSF), and 10% glycerol) supplemented with 1× protease inhibitor cocktail (Roche Applied 
Science, Indianapolis, IN, USA). The lysates were solubilized in 1% NP-40 for 30 min before mixing with 5× SDS 
loading buffer (250 mM Tris–HCl (pH 7.4), 10% SDS, 30% glycerol, 0.05% Bromophenol blue, 0.5 M DTT). 
Total protein samples were prepared to detect mTOR signaling pathway components and integrin αv and β3. 
Cells were collected in RIPA lysis buffer (50 mM Tris–HCl (pH 7.4), 150 mM NaCl, 1% NP-40, 0.5% Sodium 
deoxycholate, 1% SDS, and 1  mM phenylmethylsulfonyl fluoride) supplemented with 1× protease inhibitor 
cocktail and 1× phosphatase inhibitor cocktail (Roche). After mixing with 5× SDS loading buffer, the lysates were 
subjected to SDS–polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis (SDS-PAGE) and transferred to PVDF membranes. Detec-
tion was performed using ECL Western blotting substrate (Bio-Rad, Hercules, CA, USA), and the signals were 
visualized with an Amersham Imager 680 (GE Healthcare). The western blot band intensities were measured 
with ImageJ software (NIH, USA). Integrin αv and integrin β3 protein levels were normalized to β actin levels. 
The primary antibodies used were as follows: anti-LAT1 (TransGenic, KE026, 1:1000), anti-4F2hc (Santa Cruz 
Biotechnology, sc-31251, 1:500), anti-integrin β3 (Santa Cruz Biotechnology, sc-14009, 1:200), anti-integrin αv 
(Santa Cruz Biotechnology, sc-376156, 1:200), anti-β actin (Proteintech, Chicago, IL, USA, 66009-1-Ig, 1:1000), 
anti-mTOR(7C10) (#2983, 1:500), anti-phospho-mTOR(Ser2448) (#5536, 1:500), anti-p70 S6 Kinase (#9202, 
1:500), and anti-phospho-p70 S6 Kinase(Thr389)(108D2)(#9234,1:500). Antibodies against total and phospho-
rylated mTOR and p70S6 Kinase were purchased from Cell Signaling Technology (Danvers, MA).

Cell proliferation assay. To determine the 50% growth inhibition  (GI50) of nanvuranlat, a cell prolifera-
tion assay was performed using the Cell Counting Kit-8 (CCK-8, Dojindo, Kumamoto, Japan). B16-F10 cells 
were seeded in 96-well plates at a density of 1000 cells/well and cultured for 24 h, at which point the time was 
designated as 0 h. Cells were then treated with varying concentrations of nanvuranlat (1.5, 3, 7, 15, and 30 μM) 
for 48  h. Following nanvuranlat treatment, cell proliferation was assessed using the CCK-8 assay. Prolifera-
tion inhibition was calculated using the following equation: proliferation inhibition (%) = (C − T)/(C −  T0) × 100, 
where C represents the cell number at 48 h for the control, T represents the cell number at 48 h for each nanvu-
ranlat concentration, and  T0 represents the cell number at 0 h. The  GI50 value was determined through nonlinear 
regression analysis using GraphPad Prism 9. For the LAT1 knockdown experiment, the proliferation of B16-F10 
shLAT1 cells was measured at 24, 48, and 72 h after cell seeding.

B16‑F10 tumor model. Animal experiments were conducted following the protocol and methods 
approved by the Animal Care Ethics Committee of Osaka University Graduate School of Medicine and Gradu-
ate School of Science. All methods were in accordance with the guidelines and regulations established by Osaka 
University. This study was conducted in compliance with the Animal Research: Reporting of In Vivo Experi-
ments (ARRIVE) guidelines. Six-week-old female C57BL/6 mice were purchased from Japan SLC, Inc. (Shi-
zuoka, Japan). B16-F10 cells were subcutaneously transplanted into the footpad of the hind leg (2 ×  105 cells per 
mouse). After 7 days, the mice were randomly assigned to groups and began daily nanvuranlat-SBECD (25 mg/
kg) or placebo administration (i.v.) for 14 days. Body weight and tumor size were recorded at a fixed time each 
day before nanvuranlat-SBECD administration. Mice were sacrificed the day following the completion of nan-
vuranlat treatment (Day 21). Mice transplanted with B16-F10 LAT1-knockdown cells or control cells (B16-F10 
cells transfected with control shRNA) were also sacrificed on Day 21. Tumor size was measured with a caliper, 
and tumor volume was calculated using the formula: (length ×  width2)/2  (mm3).

Wound healing assay. The wound healing assay was performed as previously  described17. Briefly, cells 
were seeded in Culture-Insert 2 Well (ibidi, Martinsried, Germany) at 1 ×  105 cells per 100 μL per well, placed 
in a 24-well plate. After being cultured overnight, the insert was removed, and 500 μL of RPMI-1640 medium 
containing nanvuranlat (0.3, 1, 3, 10, and 30 μM) or BCH (3, 10, and 30 mM) was added to the well. LAT1-
knockdown and control wells received RPMI-1640 medium only. The cell-free edges were photographed to 
record the initial position of cell migration immediately after the removal of inserts (0-h time point). Cells were 
allowed to migrate for 8 h. The cell migration area at 0-h and 8-h time point was measured using the wound 
healing plugin of ImageJ software. The wound healing rate was calculated using the following formula: wound 
healing rate (%) = [1 − (wound area at the 8-h time point/wound area at the 0-h time point)] × 100.

Transwell migration assay. Chambers featuring a 6.5  mm diameter and an 8-μm pore polycarbonate 
membrane (Kurabo, Osaka, Japan) were utilized to examine the migration of B16-F10 cells. B16-F10 cells were 
suspended in 500 μL of FBS-free RPMI-1640 medium and seeded into the upper chamber at a density of 2.5 ×  105 
cells per well. The lower chamber was filled with RPMI-1640 medium supplemented with 10% FBS. In the case of 
LAT1 inhibitor treatment, 30 μM of nanvuranlat was added to both chambers. Following 24 h of cell migration, 
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cells that had migrated were fixed using 4% paraformaldehyde (PFA) in phosphate-buffered saline (PBS, pH 7.4) 
and stained with 0.5% crystal violet. The number of migrated cells was determined visually according to images 
captured from the bottom of the chamber using a bright-field microscope (BE-9000, Keyence, Osaka, Japan).

Cell invasion assay. Chambers (6.5 mm in diameter with 8-μm pores polycarbonate membrane, Kurabo, 
Osaka, Japan) coated with Matrigel (Corning, NY, USA) were used to study the cell invasion of B16-F10 cells. 
B16-F10 cells suspended in 500 μL FBS-free RPMI-1640 medium were seeded in the upper chamber at a density 
of 5 ×  105 cells. The lower chamber was filled with RPMI-1640 medium containing 10% FBS. For LAT1 inhibitor 
treatment, nanvuranlat (3, 10, and 30 μM) or BCH (10 and 30 mM) was added to both sides of the chamber. 
After 24 h of cell invasion, invaded cells were fixed in 4% paraformaldehyde (PFA) in phosphate-buffered saline 
(PBS, pH 7.4) and stained with 0.5% crystal violet. The number of invaded cells was counted by the naked eye 
according to the pictures taken from the bottom of the chamber using a bright-field microscope (BE-9000, Key-
ence, Osaka, Japan).

Lung metastasis mouse model. On Day 0, B16-F10 cells were transplanted into C57BL/6 mice through 
intravenous injection (2 ×  105 cells per mouse). After transplantation, mice were randomly divided into a control 
group and a treated group. Nanvuranlat-SBECD (25 mg/kg/day), BCH (200 or 400 mg/kg/day), or an equivalent 
amount of placebo in saline was intravenously administered (i.v.) once daily for 14 days. Mice were sacrificed 
on Day 15, and the lungs were excised. Mice transplanted with B16-F10 LAT1 knockdown cells or control cells 
(B16-F10 cells transfected with control shRNA) were also sacrificed on Day 15. Colonies with a diameter greater 
than 0.5 mm were identified as metastatic nodule. The number of metastatic nodules on the surface of each lung 
lobe was counted by the naked eye.

Orthotopic metastasis model. On Day 0, B16-F10 cells were transplanted subcutaneously into the foot-
pad of the hind leg (2 ×  105 cells per mouse). After 7 days, the mice were randomly grouped and started on 
nanvuranlat-SBECD (25 mg/kg/day) or placebo administration (i.v.) for 14 days. Mice were sacrificed on Day 
21, followed by the removal of the lungs and spleens. Mice transplanted with B16-F10 LAT1 knockdown cells 
or control cells (B16-F10 cells transfected with control shRNA) were also sacrificed on Day 21. The number 
of metastatic nodules on the surface of the lungs and spleens was counted. B16-F10 metastases in the sentinel 
lymph nodes (popliteal and inguinal lymph nodes) were examined. Metastatic lymph nodes were identified as 
those with visible melanin (black pigment).

Flow cytometry experiment. B16-F10 cells were seeded in 24-well plates at 1 ×  105 cells/well, allowed to 
grow for 24 h, and then treated with nanvuranlat (3, 10, and 30 μM), BCH (20 mM), or rapamycin (10 nM) for 
another 24 h. After that, cells were washed twice with PBS, detached by trypsin (Nacalai Tesque), resuspended in 
MACS buffer (0.5% BSA and 2 mM EDTA in PBS), and kept on ice for antibody incubation. Cells (1 ×  106 cells) 
were incubated for 30 min on ice with fluorescein isothiocyanate (FITC)- and phycoerythrin (PE)-conjugated 
monoclonal antibodies directed against the following integrin subtypes: anti-αv (104105, BioLegend, San Diego, 
USA) and β3 (104305, BioLegend). After washing with MACS buffer three times, cells were suspended in 500 μL 
of MACS buffer for analysis. Unstained B16-F10 cells were used as the negative control, and no inhibitor-treated 
B16-F10 cells were used as a control for inhibitor-treated cells. Integrin cell surface expression of B16-F10 cells 
was measured using an Attune Flow Cytometer (Thermo Fisher Scientific, Waltham, MA, USA) and analyzed 
using FlowJo software (Becton, Dickinson and Company, Franklin Lakes, NJ, USA). The median fluorescence 
intensity (MFI) relative to the control was generated from three independent replicate trials.

Statistical analysis. The statistical analyses were performed using unpaired two-tailed Student’s t-test or 
one-way or two-way ANOVA followed by Tukey’s post-test or Sidak’s post-test with GraphPad Prism 9 (Graph-
Pad Software Inc., San Diego, CA, USA). Data are presented as mean ± SE.M. For all analyses, p-values less than 
0.05 were considered statistically significant.

Data availability
All data generated or analyzed during this study can be found in the published article and Supplementary 
Information files.

Received: 19 April 2023; Accepted: 22 August 2023

References
 1. Christensen, H. N. Role of amino acid transport and countertransport in nutrition and metabolism. Physiol. Rev. 70, 43–77 (1990).
 2. Kanai, Y. Amino acid transporter LAT1 (SLC7A5) as a molecular target for cancer diagnosis and therapeutics. Pharmacol. Ther. 

230, 107964 (2022).
 3. Kaira, K. et al. Clinical significance of L-type amino acid transporter 1 expression as a prognostic marker and potential of new 

targeting therapy in biliary tract cancer. BMC Cancer 13, 482 (2013).
 4. Yanagisawa, N. et al. High expression of L-type amino acid transporter 1 (LAT1) predicts poor prognosis in pancreatic ductal 

adenocarcinomas. J. Clin. Pathol. 65, 1019–1023 (2012).
 5. Furuya, M., Horiguchi, J., Nakajima, H., Kanai, Y. & Oyama, T. Correlation of L-type amino acid transporter 1 and CD98 expres-

sion with triple negative breast cancer prognosis. Cancer Sci. 103, 382–389 (2012).
 6. Sakata, T. et al. L-type amino-acid transporter 1 as a novel biomarker for high-grade malignancy in prostate cancer. Pathol. Int. 

59, 7–18 (2009).



14

Vol:.(1234567890)

Scientific Reports |        (2023) 13:13943  | https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-023-41096-3

www.nature.com/scientificreports/

 7. Kaira, K. et al. Prognostic significance of L-type amino acid transporter 1 expression in resectable stage I-III nonsmall cell lung 
cancer. Br. J. Cancer 98, 742–748 (2008).

 8. Shimizu, A. et al. Prognostic significance of L-type amino acid transporter 1 (LAT1) expression in cutaneous melanoma. Melanoma 
Res. 25, 399–405 (2015).

 9. Kanai, Y. et al. Expression cloning and characterization of a transporter for large neutral amino acids activated by the heavy chain 
of 4F2 antigen (CD98). J. Biol. Chem. 273, 23629–23632 (1998).

 10. Yanagida, O. et al. Human L-type amino acid transporter 1 (LAT1): Characterization of function and expression in tumor cell 
lines. Biochim. Biophys. Acta 1514, 291–302 (2001).

 11. Ohshima, Y. et al. Efficacy of system l amino acid transporter 1 inhibition as a therapeutic target in esophageal squamous cell 
carcinoma. Cancer Sci. 107, 1499–1505 (2016).

 12. Kim, C. S. et al. BCH, an inhibitor of system L amino acid transporters, induces apoptosis in cancer cells. Biol. Pharm. Bull. 31, 
1096–1100 (2008).

 13. Oda, K. et al. L-Type amino acid transporter 1 inhibitors inhibit tumor cell growth. Cancer Sci. 101, 173–179 (2010).
 14. Muto, Y. et al. Different response profiles of gastrointestinal cancer cells to an L-type amino acid transporter inhibitor, JPH203. 

Anticancer Res. 39, 159–165 (2019).
 15. Cormerais, Y. et al. Inhibition of the amino-acid transporter LAT1 demonstrates anti-neoplastic activity in medulloblastoma. J. 

Cell. Mol. Med. 23, 2711–2718 (2019).
 16. Yothaisong, S. et al. Inhibition of l-type amino acid transporter 1 activity as a new therapeutic target for cholangiocarcinoma 

treatment. Tumor Biol. 39(3), https:// doi. org/ 10. 1177/ 10104 28317 694545 (2017).
 17. Quan, L. et al. Amino acid transporter LAT1 in tumor-associated vascular endothelium promotes angiogenesis by regulating cell 

proliferation and VEGF-A-dependent mTORC1 activation. J. Exp. Clin. Cancer Res. 39, 1–17 (2020).
 18. Furuse, J. et al. Nanvuranlat, an L-type amino acid transporter (LAT1) inhibitor for patients with pretreated advanced refractory 

biliary tract cancer (BTC): Primary endpoint results of a randomized, double-blind, placebo-controlled phase 2 study. J. Clin. 
Oncol. 41, 494–494 (2023).

 19. Ganesh, K. & Massagué, J. Targeting metastatic cancer. Nat. Med. 27, 34–44 (2021).
 20. Fares, J., Fares, M. Y., Khachfe, H. H., Salhab, H. A. & Fares, Y. Molecular principles of metastasis: A hallmark of cancer revisited. 

Sig. Transduct. Target Ther. 5, 28 (2020).
 21. DiSibio, G. & French, S. W. Metastatic patterns of cancers. Arch. Pathol. Lab. Med. 132, 931–939 (2008).
 22. Altan, B. et al. Relationship between LAT1 expression and resistance to chemotherapy in pancreatic ductal adenocarcinoma. Cancer 

Chemother. Pharmacol. 81, 141–153 (2018).
 23. Giavazzi, R. & Decio, A. Syngeneic murine metastasis models: B16 melanoma. Methods Mol. Biol. 1070, 131–140 (2014).
 24. Khanna, C. & Hunter, K. Modeling metastasis in vivo. Carcinogenesis 26, 513–523 (2005).
 25. Pereira, E. R. et al. Lymph node metastases can invade local blood vessels, exit the node and colonize distant organs in mice HHS 

public access. Science 359, 1403–1407 (2018).
 26. Hamidi, H. & Ivaska, J. Every step of the way: Integrins in cancer progression and metastasis. Nat. Rev. Cancer. 18, 533–548 (2018).
 27. Yang, Z. et al. Rapamycin inhibits lung metastasis of B16 melanoma cells through down-regulating alphav integrin expression and 

up-regulating apoptosis signaling. Cancer Sci. 101, 494–500 (2010).
 28. Nicklin, P. et al. Bidirectional transport of amino acids regulates mTOR and autophagy. Cell 136, 521–534 (2009).
 29. Ohira, T. et al. In vitro and in vivo growth of B16F10 melanoma cells transfected with interleukin-4 cDNA and gene therapy with 

the transfectant. J. Cancer Res. Clin. Oncol. 120, 631–635 (1994).
 30. Devreotes, P. & Horwitz, A. R. Signaling Networks that Regulate Cell Migration. Cold Spring Harb. Perspect. Biol. 7(8), a005959 

(2015).
 31. Okanishi, H., Ohgaki, R., Okuda, S., Endou, H. & Kanai, Y. Proteomics and phosphoproteomics reveal key regulators associated 

with cytostatic effect of amino acid transporter LAT1 inhibitor. Cancer Sci. 112, 871–883 (2021).
 32. Vicente-Manzanares, M., Ma, X., Adelstein, R. S. & Horwitz, A. R. Non-muscle myosin II takes centre stage in cell adhesion and 

migration. Nat. Rev. Mol. Cell Biol. 10, 778–790 (2009).
 33. Yano, H. et al. Roles played by a subset of integrin signaling molecules in cadherin-based cell-cell adhesion. J. Cell Biol. 166, 

283–295 (2004).
 34. Watanabe, N. et al. Dual tyrosine kinase inhibitor for focal adhesion kinase and insulin-like growth factor-I receptor exhibits 

anticancer effect in esophageal adenocarcinoma in vitro and in vivo. Clin. Cancer Res. 14, 4631–4639 (2008).
 35. Kallergi, G., Agelaki, S., Markomanolaki, H., Georgoulias, V. & Stournaras, C. Activation of FAK/PI3K/Rac1 signaling controls 

actin reorganization and inhibits cell motility in human cancer cells. Cell. Physiol. Biochem. 20, 977–986 (2007).
 36. Kramer, N. et al. In vitro cell migration and invasion assays. Mutat. Res. 752, 10–24 (2013).
 37. Reddy, K. B., Nabha, S. M. & Atanaskova, N. Role of MAP kinase in tumor progression and invasion. Cancer Metastasis Rev. 22, 

395–403 (2003).
 38. Maimaiti, M. et al. Expression of L-type amino acid transporter 1 as a molecular target for prognostic and therapeutic indicators 

in bladder carcinoma. Sci. Rep. 10, 1292 (2020).
 39. Bielenberg, D. R. & Zetter, B. R. The contribution of angiogenesis to the process of metastasis. Cancer J. 21, 267 (2015).
 40. Takada, Y., Ye, X. & Simon, S. The integrins. Genome Biol. 8, 215 (2007).
 41. Takayama, S. et al. The relationship between bone metastasis from human breast cancer and integrin αvβ3 expression. Anticancer 

Res. 25, 79–83 (2005).
 42. Nip, J., Shibata, H., Loskutoff, D. J., Cheresh, D. A. & Brodt, P. Human melanoma cells derived from lymphatic metastases use 

integrin αvβ3 to adhere to lymph node vitronectin. J. Clin. Invest. 90, 1406–1413 (1992).
 43. Switala-Jelen, K. et al. The biological functions of β3 integrins. Folia Biol. (Praha) 50, 143–152 (2004).
 44. Felding-Habermann, B. et al. Involvement of tumor cell integrin αvβ3 in hematogenous metastasis of human melanoma cells. Clin. 

Exp. Metastasis. 19, 427–436 (2002).
 45. Hosotani, R. et al. Expression of integrin alphaVbeta3 in pancreatic carcinoma: Relation to MMP-2 activation and lymph node 

metastasis. Pancreas 25, e30–e35 (2002).
 46. Vogetseder, A. et al. αv-Integrin isoform expression in primary human tumors and brain metastases. Int. J. Cancer. 133, 2362–2371 

(2013).
 47. Wang, L. et al. Bone sialoprotein-αvβ3 integrin axis promotes breast cancer metastasis to the bone. Cancer Sci. 110, 3157–3172 

(2019).
 48. McCabe, N. P., De, S., Vasanji, A., Brainard, J. & Byzova, T. V. Prostate cancer specific integrin αvβ3 modulates bone metastatic 

growth and tissue remodeling. Oncogene 26, 6238–6243 (2007).
 49. Sloan, E. K. et al. Tumor-specific expression of αvβ3 integrin promotes spontaneous metastasis of breast cancer to bone. Breast 

Cancer Res. 8, R20 (2006).
 50. Brooks, P. C. et al. Localization of matrix metalloproteinase MMP-2 to the surface of invasive cells by interaction with integrin 

αvβ3. Cell 85, 683–693 (1996).
 51. Rolli, M., Fransvea, E., Pilch, J., Saven, A. & Felding-Habermann, B. Activated integrin αvβ3 cooperates with metalloproteinase 

MMP-9 in regulating migration of metastatic breast cancer cells. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. U. S. A. 100, 9482–9487 (2003).
 52. Sternlicht, M. D. & Werb, Z. How matrix metalloproteinases regulate cell behavior. Annu. Rev. Cell Dev. Biol. 17, 463–516 (2001).

https://doi.org/10.1177/1010428317694545


15

Vol.:(0123456789)

Scientific Reports |        (2023) 13:13943  | https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-023-41096-3

www.nature.com/scientificreports/

 53. Somanath, P. R., Malinin, N. L. & Byzova, T. V. Cooperation between integrin ανβ3 and VEGFR2 in angiogenesis. Angiogenesis 
12, 177–185 (2009).

 54. Morita, M. et al. mTOR coordinates protein synthesis, mitochondrial activity and proliferation. Cell Cycle 14, 473–480 (2015).
 55. Nishikubo, K. et al. Pharmacologic inhibition of LAT1 predominantly suppresses transport of large neutral amino acids and 

downregulates global translation in cancer cells. J. Cell Mol. Med. 26, 5246–5256 (2022).
 56. Meijer, A. J. & Codogno, P. Autophagy: Regulation and role in disease. Crit. Rev. Clin. Lab. Sci. 46, 210–240 (2009).
 57. Tuloup-Minguez, V. et al. Autophagy modulates cell migration and β1 integrin membrane recycling. Cell Cycle 12, 3317–3328 

(2013).
 58. Razi, M., Chan, E. Y. W. & Tooze, S. A. Early endosomes and endosomal coatomer are required for autophagy. J. Cell Biol. 185, 

305–321 (2009).
 59. Rainero, E. et al. Ligand-occupied integrin internalization links nutrient signaling to invasive migration. Cell Rep. 10, 398–413 

(2015).
 60. Muranen, T. et al. Starved epithelial cells uptake extracellular matrix for survival. Nat. Commun. 8, 13989 (2017).
 61. Moreno-layseca, P., Icha, J., Hamidi, H. & Ivaska, J. Integrin trafficking in cells and tissues. Nat. Cell Biol. 21, 122–132 (2019).
 62. Gandalovičová, A. et al. Migrastatics-anti-metastatic and anti-invasion drugs: Promises and challenges. Trends Cancer. 3, 391–406 

(2017).
 63. Voorneveld, P. W. et al. Loss of SMAD4 alters BMP signaling to promote colorectal cancer cell metastasis via activation of rho and 

ROCK. Gastroenterology 147, 196-208.e13 (2014).
 64. Matsuoka, T. et al. RhoA/ROCK signaling mediates plasticity of scirrhous gastric carcinoma motility. Clin. Exp. Metastasis. 28, 

627–636 (2011).
 65. Anderson, R. L. et al. A framework for the development of effective anti-metastatic agents. Nat. Rev. Clin. Oncol. 16, 185–204 

(2019).
 66. Overall, C. M. & Kleifeld, O. Towards third generation matrix metalloproteinase inhibitors for cancer therapy. Br. J. Cancer. 94, 

941–946 (2006).
 67. Coussens, L. M., Fingleton, B. & Matrisian, L. M. Matrix metalloproteinase inhibitors and cancer: Trials and tribulations. Science 

295, 2387–2392 (2002).
 68. Ohgaki, R. et al. Essential roles of L-type amino acid transporter 1 in syncytiotrophoblast development by presenting fusogenic 

4F2hc. Mol. Cell Biol. 37, e00427–e516 (2017).
 69. Khunweeraphong, N. et al. Establishment of stable cell lines with high expression of heterodimers of human 4F2hc and human 

amino acid transporter LAT1 or LAT2 and delineation of their differential interaction with α-alkyl moieties. J. Pharmacol. Sci. 
119, 368–380 (2012).

 70. Nagamori, S. et al. Structure-activity relations of leucine derivatives reveal critical moieties for cellular uptake and activation of 
mTORC1-mediated signaling. Amino Acids 48, 1045–1058 (2016).

Acknowledgements
Y.K. received a collaborative research grant from J-Pharma Co., Ltd. H.E. is the founder of J-Pharma Co., Ltd. 
and has led the development of nanvuranlat. The other authors declare no competing interests.

Author contributions
Z.S., K.K. and Y.K. conceived the study. Z.S. and K.K. conducted experiments and analyzed data. Z.S., K.K. and 
Y.K. wrote the manuscript with contributions from all authors. All authors have approved the final version of 
the manuscript.

Funding
This research was supported by Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research 
to Y.K. [19H03407] and [22H02809], Japan Agency for Medical Research and Development (Project for Can-
cer Research and Therapeutic Evolution to Y.K. [JP19cm0106151], [JP20cm0106151], and [JP21cm0106151]), 
National Institutes of Biomedical Innovation, Health and Nutrition (Advanced Research for Medical Products 
Mining Program to Y.K. [12–02]), Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (Translational 
Research Network Program to Y.K. [H25B7]), and J-Pharma Co., Ltd. (Collaborative Research Grant), Grant-
in-Aid for Young Scientist (B) to K.K. [15K21133], Takeda Science Foundation to K.K.

Competing interests 
The authors declare no competing interests.

Additional information
Supplementary Information The online version contains supplementary material available at https:// doi. org/ 
10. 1038/ s41598- 023- 41096-3.

Correspondence and requests for materials should be addressed to Y.K.

Reprints and permissions information is available at www.nature.com/reprints.

Publisher’s note Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in published maps and 
institutional affiliations.

https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-023-41096-3
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-023-41096-3
www.nature.com/reprints


16

Vol:.(1234567890)

Scientific Reports |        (2023) 13:13943  | https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-023-41096-3

www.nature.com/scientificreports/

Open Access  This article is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International 
License, which permits use, sharing, adaptation, distribution and reproduction in any medium or 

format, as long as you give appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the source, provide a link to the 
Creative Commons licence, and indicate if changes were made. The images or other third party material in this 
article are included in the article’s Creative Commons licence, unless indicated otherwise in a credit line to the 
material. If material is not included in the article’s Creative Commons licence and your intended use is not 
permitted by statutory regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will need to obtain permission directly from 
the copyright holder. To view a copy of this licence, visit http:// creat iveco mmons. org/ licen ses/ by/4. 0/.

© The Author(s) 2023

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

	Inhibition of cancer-type amino acid transporter LAT1 suppresses B16-F10 melanoma metastasis in mouse models
	Results
	Inhibition of LAT1 suppresses B16-F10 cell proliferation and tumor growth. 
	Inhibition of LAT1 suppresses B16-F10 cell migration. 
	Inhibition of LAT1 suppresses B16-F10 cell invasion. 
	Inhibition of LAT1 suppresses the B16-F10 metastasis in the lung metastasis model. 
	Inhibition of LAT1 suppresses the B16-F10 lung, spleen, and lymph node metastasis in the orthotopic metastasis model. 
	LAT1 inhibitors downregulate integrin αv and β3 cell surface expression. 
	LAT1 inhibitors reduce the integrin αv and β3 protein expression and downregulate the mTOR signaling pathway. 

	Discussion
	Materials and methods
	Cell culture. 
	Chemicals. 
	Quantitative RT-qPCR. 
	shRNA-mediated gene knockdown. 
	Western blot analysis. 
	Cell proliferation assay. 
	B16-F10 tumor model. 
	Wound healing assay. 
	Transwell migration assay. 
	Cell invasion assay. 
	Lung metastasis mouse model. 
	Orthotopic metastasis model. 
	Flow cytometry experiment. 
	Statistical analysis. 

	References
	Acknowledgements


