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The Editors are retracting this article.

After publication, concerns were raised with respect to the data extraction. Post-publication peer review has 
confirmed that there are a number of inconsistencies with the original data, in regard to both sample size and 
ethnicity. In addition, several samples were included that did not meet the inclusion criteria, and the distribu-
tion of genotypes in the control group were not tested for Hardy Weinberg Equilibrium. The Editors therefore 
no longer have confidence in the conclusions presented.

Liang Zhang, Xin Yin, Jingcheng Wang, Yongxiang Wang, Jiandong Yang, Yuping Tao, Shengfei Zhang, Xinmin 
Feng & Caifeng Yan agree with the retraction and its wording. Daolinag Xu did not respond to the correspond-
ence about the retraction.

Open Access  This article is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International 
License, which permits use, sharing, adaptation, distribution and reproduction in any medium or 

format, as long as you give appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the source, provide a link to the 
Creative Commons licence, and indicate if changes were made. The images or other third party material in this 
article are included in the article’s Creative Commons licence, unless indicated otherwise in a credit line to the 
material. If material is not included in the article’s Creative Commons licence and your intended use is not 
permitted by statutory regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will need to obtain permission directly from 
the copyright holder. To view a copy of this licence, visit http:// creat iveco mmons. org/ licen ses/ by/4. 0/.
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