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Addendum to: Scientific Reports https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-019-49660-6, published online 10 September 
2019

The Editors are issuing an Editorial Expression of Concern for this Article.
Shortly after publication of this Article in September 2019, the Editors were alerted to concerns regarding the 

interpretation of the data and some of the conclusions. Specific concerns include:
- the title does not make it clear that the authors only examined genomes of specimens that lacked the trans-

genes and sampled during the release period;
- the Abstract and Introduction use language which is not justified given the evidence present in the peer 

reviewed literature and the data presented in this Article. No sampling for this study was conducted more 
than a few weeks after the release program, and as such there is no evidence in the Article to establish whether 
the non-transgenic, introgressed sequences from the released strain remained in the population over time. 
Furthermore, previous work from some of the authors (Reference 6 in the Article) showed that over time, the 
transgene is lost from the population, but the Article does not disclose this information;

- in the Discussion, the authors claim that because of the distinct genetic backgrounds of different mosquito 
populations (two used to create OX513A mosquitoes, and one local population), the existing population in 
Jakobina is more robust than the original wild population due to hybrid vigour. There are no data in the Article to 
support this point; furthermore, data included in the Article indicate that a number of hybrid individuals rapidly 
declined post-release;

- the conclusion of the Article highlighting “the importance of having in place a genetic monitoring program 
during such releases” could be misunderstood to mean that such program was not in place. The Mosquito release 
program in Jakobina is monitored by the Brazilian regulator, the National Technical Commission of Biosafety 
(CTNBio).

When contacted about these issues, some of the authors indicated that they had not approved the final version 
that was submitted for publication.

The Editors received a response to the concerns from the corresponding author, and sought further advice 
from expert peer reviewers regarding both the issues raised and the response received. The reviewers confirmed 
that the scientific concerns are valid and should be addressed.

The Editors have offered the authors the opportunity to submit a Correction which will be peer reviewed. 
However, the authors have not notified the Journal that they have been able to reach agreement on the content of 
a Correction that would fully address the issues raised.

Additional concerns were also raised about potentially undisclosed competing interests. The Editors reached 
out to the authors and subsequently received confirmation from all of the authors that they have no potential 
competing interests.

Andre Luis Costa-da-Silva, Rafaella Sayuri Ioshino, Luiza Garziera, Michele C. Pedrosa, Jair F. Virginio and 
Margareth L. Capurro agree with the Editorial Expression of Concern. Benjamin R. Evans, Panayiota Kotsakiozi, 
Aldo Malavasi and Jeffrey R. Powell disagree with the Editorial Expression of Concern.
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Open Access This article is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International 
License, which permits use, sharing, adaptation, distribution and reproduction in any medium or 

format, as long as you give appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the source, provide a link to the Cre-
ative Commons license, and indicate if changes were made. The images or other third party material in this 
article are included in the article’s Creative Commons license, unless indicated otherwise in a credit line to the 
material. If material is not included in the article’s Creative Commons license and your intended use is not per-
mitted by statutory regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will need to obtain permission directly from the 
copyright holder. To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.
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