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Synergistic acceleration of 
experimental tooth movement 
by supplementary high-frequency 
vibration applied with a static force 
in rats
Teruko Takano-Yamamoto1,2, Kiyo Sasaki1, Goudarzi Fatemeh1, Tomohiro Fukunaga1, 
Masahiro Seiryu1, Takayoshi Daimaruya1, Nobuo Takeshita1, Hiroshi Kamioka3, Taiji Adachi4, 
Hiroto Ida1 & Atsushi Mayama1

Several recent prospective clinical trials have investigated the effect of supplementary vibration 
applied with fixed appliances in an attempt to accelerate tooth movement and shorten the duration 
of orthodontic treatment. Among them, some studies reported an increase in the rate of tooth 
movement, but others did not. This technique is still controversial, and the underlying cellular and 
molecular mechanisms remain unclear. In the present study, we developed a new vibration device for a 
tooth movement model in rats, and investigated the efficacy and safety of the device when used with 
fixed appliances. The most effective level of supplementary vibration to accelerate tooth movement 
stimulated by a continuous static force was 3 gf at 70 Hz for 3 minutes once a week. Furthermore, at this 
optimum-magnitude, high-frequency vibration could synergistically enhance osteoclastogenesis and 
osteoclast function via NF-κB activation, leading to alveolar bone resorption and finally, accelerated 
tooth movement, but only when a static force was continuously applied to the teeth. These findings 
contribute to a better understanding of the mechanism by which optimum-magnitude high-frequency 
vibration accelerates tooth movement, and may lead to novel approaches for the safe and effective 
treatment of malocclusion.

Orthodontic treatment can enhance the quality of life of patients with malocclusion by improving aesthetics, 
stomatognathic function, and psychological disorders. However, orthodontic treatment is often of long dura-
tion, is accompanied by risks such as dental caries and periodontal disease, and induces pain, discomfort1,2 and 
root resorption3–5. Attempts to accelerate tooth movement to shorten the duration of treatment by stimulating 
the remodelling activity of alveolar bone have included physical approaches (such as low-energy laser irradia-
tion6, low intensity pulsed ultrasound7, vibration8–10 and pulsed electromagnetic fields11) and pharmaceutical 
approaches (such as local injection of prostaglandin E2

12, 1,25-dihydroxyvitamin D3
13–15 and parathyroid hor-

mone16). However, adverse side effects such as local pain, discomfort and severe root resorption17 have been 
associated with these techniques.

Low-magnitude (LM; less than 1 g, where g = 9.81 m/s2) high-frequency (HF; 20–90 Hz) vibrations, such 
a mechanical signal, can positively influence skeletal homeostasis and stimulate an anabolic response in both 
weight-bearing18 and non-weight-bearing19 bone, and furthermore, in adult rats with ovariectomy-induced osteo-
porosis20. LMHF vibration is currently used as a safe and non-invasive treatment for bone loss in postmenopausal 
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women21 and also to promote osteogenesis in children with disabling conditions22. In dental practice, several 
prospective randomised controlled clinical trials have recently investigated the effect on orthodontic tooth move-
ment of supplemental vibration applied with fixed appliances for 20 min/day using a vibration device which deliv-
ers a force of 0.25 N (25.49 g) at a frequency of 30 Hz to the dentition8–10. Although some of these studies reported 
an increase in the rate of tooth movement when vibration was applied as an adjunct to orthodontic treatment8, 
others demonstrated that supplemental vibration did not increase the rate of tooth movement9,10. The differ-
ence in these treatment outcomes is controversial and still unclear. Previous studies have not investigated which 
vibration characteristics such as force magnitude and frequency and what exposure time and timing are the most 
effective and efficient without producing adverse side effects. Furthermore, the underlying cellular and molecular 
basis of this phenomenon in vivo remains unclear, although vibrational effects on mesenchymal stromal cells23 
and osteoblasts24 have been investigated in vitro.

Bone is a dynamic organ subjected to a variety of mechanical loads during daily activity, and it has the capacity 
to adapt structurally by changing its mass, architecture, morphology and density in response to mechanical load-
ing25,26 through the process of bone resorption and formation. Thus, bone cells are sensitive to their environment, 
and can detect chemical and mechanical signals25–28. Orthodontic force application (i.e. mechanical loading to 
teeth) is known to increase bone modelling and remodelling activity in both formation and resorption areas of 
alveolar bone in mice29,30, rats31–33 and dogs34. Therefore, acceleration of orthodontic tooth movement requires 
the stimulation of both bone resorption by osteoclasts on the compression side and bone formation by osteoblasts 
on the tension side. Osteocytes, which are buried in the bone, form cellular networks that enable communica-
tion not only with other osteocytes, but also with osteoclasts and osteoblasts on the bone surface in response to 
mechanical stress35–37. We have previously shown that osteocytes are mechano-sensing and play a vital role in 
osteoclastogenesis and bone resorption during orthodontic tooth movement28,30,33,38,39.

The transcription factor, nuclear factor-kappa B (NF-κB), is a pleiotropic mediator of stress-induced gene 
expression40. Signal transduction pathways of NF-κB as a mediator of cellular stress play a critical role in cell 
survival, growth and differentiation, apoptosis, and function in eukaryotic cells, including the major skeletal cell 
types such as osteoclasts, osteoblasts and osteocytes41,42. Mechanical stimulation is known to activate NF-κB sig-
nals in osteoblasts and related cells42 and, thereafter, influences bone metabolism as a result of cellular and molec-
ular interactions in osteoclasts, osteoblasts and osteocytes. Therefore, we hypothesised that a dynamic vibration 
force applied with a continuous static force would exert synergistic effects to activate bone modelling and remod-
elling through osteoclasts, osteoblasts and osteocytes, resulting in acceleration of orthodontic tooth movement.

In the present study, we constructed a new vibration device for a tooth movement model in rats, and investi-
gated the efficacy and safety of the vibration device applied with fixed appliances. Furthermore, to understand the 
underlying mechanism, we demonstrated for the first time that supplementary vibration applied with a continu-
ous static force could enhance osteoclastogenesis and osteoclast function via NF-κB activation, leading to alveolar 
bone resorption, and consequently, accelerated orthodontic tooth movement.

Results
Determining the optimum-magnitude high-frequency vibration for accelerating tooth move-
ment. Several magnitudes of vibratory force, with a continuous static force generated by bent 0.014 inch nick-
el-titanium (Ni-Ti) wires, were applied to the rat maxillary right first molar to move it palatally. To assess the 
effects of various vibration forces on the experimental tooth movement, vibration forces of 1 gf at 58 Hz (TMV1-
3), 3 gf at 70 Hz (TMV3-3) or 50 gf at 268 Hz (TMV50-3) were applied for 3 min at 1-week intervals over 21 days 
(Fig. 1a). The TMV3-3 group demonstrated significantly increased tooth movement compared with TMV1-3 
and TMV50-3 groups on day 9 and thereafter; tooth movement was similar in the TMV1-3 and TMV50-3 groups 
(Fig. 1a). Thus, a force of 3 gf at a frequency of 70 Hz was determined to be the optimum vibration for accelerating 
tooth movement in the present study.

To evaluate the effects of various durations of exposure to vibration on the rate of tooth movement, vibra-
tion of 3 gf at 70 Hz was applied weekly for 3 min (TMV3-3), 6 min (TMV3-6), 10 min (TMV3-10), or 30 min 
(TMV3-30). The amount of tooth movement of each TMV group was significantly larger than that of the TM 
group. There was no significant difference in the amount of tooth movement among the TMV groups receiving 
supplemental vibration between 3 and 30 min once a week (Fig. 1b). Thus, because acceleration of experimental 
tooth movement by supplemental vibration did not correlate with the duration of the exposure to vibration, we 
chose a 3-minute application in the following experiments for efficiency and safety reasons.

The periodontal ligament (PDL) is compressed instantaneously on day 131. To determine the timing of applica-
tion of the supplemental vibration, vibration of 3 gf at 70 Hz was applied for 3 min on day 0 or day 1 after the initi-
ation of tooth movement (Fig. 1b). There was no significant difference in the amount of tooth movement between 
the day 0 and day 1 groups. Therefore, in subsequent experiments, the supplemental vibration was applied to rat 
teeth at the time of the static force application.

Based on these results, we determined that the optimal conditions for effective and efficient supplemental 
vibration for accelerating tooth movement were 3 gf at 70 Hz for 3 min at 1-week intervals.

Optimum-magnitude high-frequency vibration applied with static continuous force acceler-
ates tooth movement. We measured the body weight of the rats daily for the 21 days of the experiments. 
The body weights of C (control; no vibration and no static force), V3-3 (vibration; 3 gf at 70 Hz for 3 min), TM 
(tooth movement by a continuous static force), and TMV3-3 groups were almost constant at approximately 410 g 
with no significant difference among these groups during the experimental period (Fig. 1c).

Figure 1d shows changes in the experimental tooth movement over time. On day 1 after the commencement 
of the experiments, rapid tooth movement of approximately 0.1 mm took place in the TM and TMV3-3 groups. 
The amount of tooth movement in the TM group increased further after day 1, and the increase on day 15 was 
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significant when compared with that on day 1 and day 3 (Fig. 1d). In the TMV3-3 group, the amount of tooth 
movement on day 9, 48 h after the second vibration of 3 min on day 7, was significantly greater than that on both 
day 1 and day 3. Consequently, on day 9, the amount of tooth movement of the TMV3-3 group was significantly 
greater than that of the TM group. In addition, the amount of tooth movement in the TMV3-3 group significantly 
increased between day 12 and day 15, whereas there was no significant difference in the TM group. The TMV3-3 
group exhibited twice the amount of tooth movement as the TM group at the end of the experiment on day 21. 
Vibration alone did not cause the tooth movement. Therefore, vibration did not produce a directional force that 
moved the teeth.

Optimum-magnitude high-frequency vibration applied with static continuous force does not 
affect root resorption. To determine the effect of supplemental vibration on root resorption, we measured 
the areas of root resorption on scanning electron microscope (SEM) images of the area of compression on day 21. 
In the C and V3-3 groups, the root surface was covered with smooth cementum, and root resorption lacunae were 
scarcely observed (Fig. 2a). In the TM and TMV3-3 groups, root resorption lacunae appeared mainly around the 
furcation area of the roots (Fig. 2a). The amount of root resorption of the mesial, mesiopalatal, and distopalatal 
roots did not differ between the C and V3-3 groups, and accounted for less than 1% of the root surface (Fig. 2b). 
The TM group showed increased root resorption in all mesial, mesiopalatal and distopalatal roots, and the resorp-
tion was significantly greater in the distopalatal root than the other roots in the C and V3-3 groups (Fig. 2b). The 
TMV3-3 group also showed a tendency for increased root resorption in the mesial and distopalatal roots, but 
not significant compared with the C and V3-3 groups (Fig. 2b). Furthermore, root resorption of the mesiopalatal 

Figure 1. Effect of supplementary vibration applied with continuous static force on body weight and amount 
of tooth movement during the experimental tooth movement in rats. (a) Effect of various vibrations on the 
acceleration of tooth movement. One gf at 58 Hz (TMV1-3, n = 5), 3 gf at 70 Hz (TMV3-3, n = 4) or 50 gf at 
278 Hz (TMV50-3, n = 4) of vibration force for 3 min were applied on days 0, 7, 14 and 21 after the initiation 
of experimental tooth movement (arrows). aP < 0.05 vs TMV1-3, bP < 0.01 vs TMV1-3, cP < 0.05 vs TMV50-3, 
dP < 0.01 vs TMV50-3. (b) Effect of the exposure duration of vibration on the acceleration of the experimental 
tooth movement. The amount of tooth movement by a continuous static force was measured (TM, n = 3). 
Supplementary vibration of 3 gf at 70 Hz was applied for 3 min (TMV3-3, n = 3), 6 min (TMV3-6, n = 2), 10 min 
(TMV3-10, n = 2) or 30 min (TMV3-30, n = 2) on days 0, 7, 14 and 21 of the experimental tooth movement 
by continuous static force (arrows). TMV3-3* (n = 2) indicated that supplementary vibration of 3 gf at 70 Hz 
was applied for 3 min on day 1 (arrowhead) instead of day 0, and the same timing thereafter. *P < 0.05 vs 
TM, **P < 0.01 vs TM. (c) Changes of body weight during experimental tooth movement of C, V3-3, TM, 
and TMV3-3. There was no significant difference in body weight among four experimental groups during the 
experimental period. (d) Time-course change in the amount of tooth movement of C, V3-3, TM and TMV3-3 
groups. Arrows indicated the exposure of vibration of 3 gf at 70 Hz for 3 minutes. C (n = 2), control; V3-3 
(n = 2), vibration of 3 gf at 70 Hz for 3 min; TM (n = 4), tooth movement by continuous static force; TMV3-3 
(n = 4), supplementary vibration of 3 gf at 70 Hz for 3 min applied with a continuous static force. aP < 0.01 
vs Day 1, bP < 0.05 vs Day 3, cP < 0.01 vs Day 3, dP < 0.05 vs Day 12, eP < 0.01 vs Day 12, *P < 0.05 vs TM, 
**P < 0.01 vs TM.
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root in the TMV3-3 group was significantly smaller than that of the distopalatal root in the TM group (Fig. 2b). 
The optimum-magnitude of high-frequency vibration for accelerating tooth movement did not exacerbate root 
resorption when compared with continuous static force alone.

Optimum-magnitude high-frequency vibration applied with static continuous force induces 
NF-κB activation in osteoclasts, osteoblasts and osteocytes. NF-κB plays an important role in the 
adaptive response to physiological stimuli including mechanical stress40,42. Therefore, we performed immunoflu-
orescence to examine the effects of supplementary vibration on NF-κB activation in osteoclasts, osteoblasts and 
osteocytes during experimental tooth movement. The expression of NF-κB p65 in the cytoplasm and nuclei was 
significantly greater in the V3-3, TM and TMV3-3 groups than C group on day 9, 48 h after the second applica-
tion of vibration for 3 min on day 7 of the experiment (Fig. 3a and c). The TM group exhibited a greater increase 
in NF-κB expression than the V3-3 group (Fig. 3c). The most intense expression of NF-κB was observed in the 
TMV3-3 group (Fig. 3c).

Next, we investigated NF-κB activation in osteoclasts, osteoblasts and osteocytes. The cells expressing NF-κB 
p65 in the nuclei were recognised as activated NF-κB-positive cells40–42. In addition, we stained serial sections 
with tartrate-resistant acid phosphatase (TRAP) and haematoxylin and eosin (HE) staining for identification of 
osteoclasts, osteoblasts and osteocytes (Fig. 3a and b). There were several NF-κB-activated osteoclasts and oste-
oblasts in the C group. The V3-3 group showed no increased activation of NF-κB in osteoclasts, osteoblasts or 
osteocytes (Fig. 3a,d,e and f). The TM and TMV3-3 groups had a significantly greater number of NF-κB-activated 
osteoclasts and osteoblasts compared with the C and V3-3 groups (Fig. 3a,d and e). The largest number of acti-
vated NF-κB-positive osteoclasts, osteoblasts and osteocytes were observed in the TMV3-3 group (Fig. 3a,b,d,e 
and f). The TM group tended to have more NF-κB-activated osteocytes than the C and V3-3 groups (Fig. 3f). 
Thus, supplementary vibration applied with a static continuous force synergistically stimulated the activation of 
NF-κB in osteoclasts, osteoblasts and osteocytes.

Optimum-magnitude high-frequency vibration applied with static continuous force increases 
periodontal ligament (PDL) volume via osteoclastic bone resorption. The PDL in the TM group 
was compressed on the compression side and stretched on the tension side, although the width of the PDL was 
almost constant in the C and V3-3 groups (Fig. 4a). The width of the PDL in the TMV3-3 group was greater where 
irregular resorption had occurred on the bone surface of the compression side (Fig. 4a).

To determine the effects of supplemental vibration on bone resorption around the roots, we assessed the PDL 
volume around the maxillary first molar by µCT analysis. On days 7, 9 and 21, the PDL volumes of the TM and 
TMV3-3 groups were significantly greater than that of the C group. There was no significant difference in PDL 
volume between the TM and TMV3-3 groups on days 7 and 21 (Fig. 4d and f). When tooth movement was sig-
nificantly accelerated by supplemental vibration on day 9, 48 h after the second vibration application for 3 min on 
day 7, the PDL volume of the TMV3-3 group was significantly greater than that of the TM group (Fig. 4e).

Next, we investigated the number of TRAP-positive cells on the bone surfaces around the PDL on day 9 
(Fig. 4b) The V3-3 group had significantly more preosteoclasts along the bone surface around the PDL compared 
with the C group and, although there were also more osteoclasts around the PDL, this increase was not signifi-
cant (Fig. 4g and h). The TM group had significantly more TRAP-positive preosteoclasts and osteoclasts on the 
compression side of the PDL on day 9 compared with the C group (Fig. 4b,g and h). There were significantly more 
osteoclasts on the compression and tension sides in the TMV3-3 group than in the TM group on day 9 (Fig. 4b 
and h). These results indicate that during the experimental tooth movement, vibration and a static continuous 
force increased the size of the tooth socket around the PDL by osteoclastic bone resorption.

Figure 2. Effect of supplementary vibration applied with continuous static force on root resorption during the 
experimental tooth movement in rats. (a) SEM images of mesio-palatal root of maxillary 1st molar on day 21 of 
C, V3-3, TM and TMV3-3 groups. The area surrounded by white arrowheads indicated root resorption lacuna. 
(b) Evaluation of the ratio of root resorption areas in mesial, mesio-palatal, and disto-palatal roots of C, V3-3, 
TM and TMV3-3 groups (all groups, n = 4) on day 21. Mesial and disto-palatal roots of C group and mesio-
palatal root of V3-3 group were not detected resorption lacunae. Scale bar = 500 μm. DP, disto-palatal root; 
Me, mesial root; MP, mesio-palatal root. aP < 0.01 vs Me in C, bP < 0.01 vs DP in C, cP < 0.01 vs Me in V3-3, 
dP < 0.01 vs MP in V3-3, eP < 0.01 vs DP in V3-3, fP < 0.05 vs DP in TM.
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Optimum-magnitude high-frequency vibration applied with static continuous force promotes 
bone resorption in deep alveolar bone during tooth movement. We performed histomorphomet-
ric analysis to determine the effect of vibration on deep alveolar bone during the experimental tooth movement 

Figure 3. Effects of supplementary vibration applied with continuous static force on NF-κB p65 activation 
in the osteoclasts, osteoblasts and osteocytes on day 9 of the experimental tooth movement. (a) Horizontal 
sections of upper 1st molar were obtained from C, V3-3, TM, and TMV3-3 groups on day 9. Serial sections 
were treated with anti- NF-κB p65 antibody, and stained with HE and TRAP. A rectangle indicated the region 
of magnification shown in panel b. AB, alveolar bone; m, bone marrow; Me, mesial root; MP, mesio-palatal 
root. Scale bar = 100 μm. (b) TMV3-3 group increased nuclear translocation of NF-κB p65 in osteoclasts, 
osteoblasts, and osteocytes. *, oeteoclasts translocated NF-κB in their nucleus; arrow, osteoblasts translocated 
NF-κB in their nucleus; arrowhead, osteocytes translocated NF-κB in their nucleus. Scale bar = 10 μm. (c,d,e,f) 
Histomorphometric analysis of the area of NF-κB expression to total volume (c), the number of osteoclasts 
translocated NF-κB in their nucleus to bone volume (d), the number of osteoblasts translocated NF-κB in their 
nucleus to bone volume (e), the number of osteocytes translocated NF-κB in their nucleus to bone volume (f). 
C (n = 3), control; V3-3 (n = 3), vibration of 3 gf at 70 Hz for 3 min; TM (n = 3), tooth movement by continuous 
static force; TMV3-3 (n = 3), supplementary vibration of 3 gf at 70 Hz for 3 min applied with continuous static 
force. aP < 0.05 vs C, bP < 0.01 vs C, cP < 0.01 vs V3-3, dP < 0.05 vs TM, eP < 0.01 vs TM.
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Figure 4. Effect of supplementary vibration applied with a continuous static force on the PDL and the bone 
marrow. (a) Histological observation by HE staining of upper 1st molar obtained from C, V3-3, TM, and 
TMV3-3 groups on day 9 of the experimental tooth movement. PDL was compressed (*) in the compression 
side and stretched (†) in the tension side in TM group. In TMV3-3 group, the width of PDL in the compression 
side increased with formation of irregular bone resorption surfaces (arrowheads). White arrow indicates the 
direction of a static force. (b) TRAP-positive cells in PDL of the mesial root of the maxillary 1st molar. TRAP-
positive cells were rarely observed in C group. Preosteoclasts (arrowheads) and osteoclasts (arrows) appeared 
on the surface of alveolar bone all around the PDL in V3-3 group. TM group increased osteoclasts in the 
compression side. TMV3-3 group increased osteoclasts in both tension and compression sides all around PDL. 
Rectangles in each section indicated the areas enlarged in the inset. (c) TRAP-positive cells in deep alveolar 
bone. Osteoclasts (arrows) were rarely observed in deep alveolar bone in C group but appeared in V3-3 group. 
TM and TMV3-3 groups increased osteoclasts in deep alveolar bone. AB, alveolar bone; MB, mesio-buccal root; 
Me, mesial root; MP, mesio-palatal root; m, bone marrow; PDL, periodontal ligament; white arrow, directions 
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on day 9. Osteoclasts were only sparsely observed deep in the alveolar bone in the C group (Fig. 4c and i). The 
V3-3 group tended to have more osteoclasts than the C group, but the difference was not significant. Significantly 
more osteoclasts were observed in the TM and TMV3-3 groups than in the C and V3-3 groups. The TMV3-3 
group synergistically increased the number of osteoclasts compared with the TM group (Fig. 4c and i). The TM 
and TMV3-3 groups exhibited a significant decrease in bone volume compared with the C and V3-3 groups and 
TMV3-3 group was significantly decreased more than TM group (Fig. 4j). This decreased bone volume in the TM 
and TMV3-3 groups was accompanied by an increase in the volume of the bone marrow, but not in the num-
ber of the bone marrow (Fig. 4k and l). There was no significant difference of an osteocyte lacunar area among 
C (mean ± S.D., 49.2 ± 11.5 μm2), V3-3 (48.5 ± 8.9 μm2), TM (50.1 ± 12.8 μm2) and TMV3-3 (53.1 ± 11.6 μm2) 
groups.

Discussion
In this study, we demonstrated definitively that the application of optimum-magnitude high-frequency vibration 
with a continuous static force results in acceleration of tooth movement without root resorption in rats. We fab-
ricated an orthodontic appliance for rats from bent Ni-Ti wire and produced a light continuous force of 15 gf on 
the maxillary first molar to simulate the application of orthodontic tooth movement in humans. We constructed 
a small and compact vibration generator and motor which produces optimum magnitude and high frequency 
vibration for orthodontic tooth movement, and is easy to apply not only to rats but also to humans in the clinic. 
This vibration device allows the vibration force to be controlled in clinical situations, with adjustments from 0.5 gf 
to 73 gf, and with automatic changes in the frequency of vibration from 48.3 Hz to 284.1 Hz. Using this vibration 
device, we investigated the possibility of accelerating orthodontic tooth movement by supplementary application 
of the vibration device, searching for the smallest number of applications, the smallest magnitude and the shortest 
exposure. We determined that the most effective magnitude of vibration to accelerate orthodontic tooth move-
ment of the maxillary molar of adult rats was 3 gf at 70 Hz for 3 min per week.

Considering future clinical application of the vibration device in adult patients, we used 25-week-old male 
Wistar rats, which are considered as adults. Adult rats exhibit no skeletal growth, a lower rate of bone turnover, 
and slower orthodontic tooth movement than young rats14,43. These biological features of adult rats facilitate 
reproducible evaluation of the precise increase in the rate of tooth movement by application of the vibration 
device. The rats exhibited no change in body weight regardless of whether the vibration was accompanied by 
static orthodontic force or not.

Bone is constantly remodelled by the balanced activities of bone resorption and formation, and these phases in 
humans last approximately 1 to 2 weeks and 2 to 3 months, respectively44. In rats, resorption lasts approximately 
1.5 days and reversal approximately 3.5 days; the forming phase is about 1 day, and the total duration of each 
remodelling cycle of rat alveolar bone is approximately 6 days31. Because we intend to apply the vibration device 
to patients at each monthly visit, we applied the vibration to the rat maxillary molars once a week, based on the 
length of the remodelling cycle. Vibration with a force of 3 gf was most effective in accelerating orthodontic tooth 
movement in the rats, in the range from 1 gf to 50 gf. However, there were no significant differences among the 
various vibration exposure durations (3, 6, 10 and 30 min) in accelerating orthodontic tooth movement. Thus, 
the acceleration of orthodontic tooth movement by supplementary dynamic vibration applied with a continuous 
static force may depend on the magnitude of the vibration force rather than the exposure duration.

Orthodontic tooth movement by the application of continuous force is typically divided into three phases: (1) 
instantaneous tooth movement by compressive deformation of the PDL; (2) arrested or slow tooth movement 
marked by the appearance of necrosis of the PDL on the compression side; and (3) resumption of linear rapid 
tooth movement caused by osteoclastic bone resorption31,45. In this study using adult rats, the first phase was 
observed at day 1 of orthodontic tooth movement; the second phase was seen between day 1 and 9; and the third 
phase was observed until day 21, which was the end of the experiment. Supplementary dynamic vibration applied 
with continuous static force had little effect on acceleration of tooth movement during the first and second phases. 
However, after day 9, supplementary vibration applied with continuous static force caused significantly faster 
tooth movement than static force alone, and achieved an approximately 2-fold increase in the amount of tooth 
movement by static force alone on day 21. Dynamic vibration alone did not cause any orthodontic tooth move-
ment or any directional movement for correcting malpositioned teeth, but did cause tooth oscillation within the 
PDL in the tooth socket.

The aim of accelerating orthodontic tooth movement is to shorten the treatment period. However, the vibra-
tion device should be applied cautiously in orthodontic patients, because it is important to avoid side effects such 
as root resorption, pain and discomfort. It has been reported that some degree of root resorption occurs in almost 
all patients during orthodontic treatment, ranging from minor to severe46–48. In animal models, it was demon-
strated that experimental tooth movement by means of both light and heavy forces induced root resorption in 
mice4 and rats49. Therefore, we evaluated the effect of the vibration device on root resorption. Consistent with pre-
vious findings4,49, experimental tooth movement under a continuous static force of 15 gf induced root resorption 

of tooth movement. Scale bar = 200 μm. (d,e,f) µCT evaluation of the PDL volume of the maxillary 1st molar on 
day 7 (d), day 9 (e), and day 21 (f) in C, V3-3, V50-3, TM, TMV3-3 and TMV50-3 groups (all groups, n = 4). 
(g,h) Histomorphometric analysis of number of preosteoclasts (g) and osteoclasts (h) on bone surface facing 
PDL of the mesial root in C, V3-3, TM and TMV3-3 groups (all groups, n = 3). (i,j,k,l) Histomorphometric 
analysis of number of osteoclasts to bone volume (Oc.N/BV), bone volume to tissue volume (BV/TV), marrow 
volume to tissue volume (Ma.V/TV), and marrow number to tissue volume (Ma.N/TV) in ROI of deep alveolar 
bone in C, V3-3, TM and TMV3-3 groups (all groups, n = 3). aP < 0.05 vs C, bP < 0.01.
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in rats. Dynamic vibration applied with continuous static force also induced a certain degree of root resorption 
compared with the control group; however, the increase was not significant. Interestingly, the amount of root 
resorption in the TMV3-3 group tended to be less than that of the TM group, even though tooth movement of the 
TMV3-3 group was faster than that of the TM group. Furthermore, optimum magnitude high frequency vibration 
alone did not induce root resorption. Thus, regulated vibration might cause no iatrogenic damage to tooth roots, 
even when applied with a continuous static force for accelerating tooth movement.

Previous studies have not investigated whether dynamic vibration acts on the PDL in a different way from 
static force. When continuous static force is applied to teeth, the PDL around the teeth is compressed on one 
side and stretched on the opposite side, resulting in compression and tension sides in the alveolar bone, respec-
tively28–30, indicating that continuous compressing and stretching forces have a single directional vector. In this 
study, we investigated the distribution of osteoclasts in the PDL response to mechanical force. Dynamic vibration 
induced preosteoclasts and osteoclasts along the alveolar bone surface all around the PDL. However, there were 
significantly more osteoclasts along the bone surface on the compression side of the PDL under a continuous 
static force. Moreover, supplementary dynamic vibration applied with a continuous static force synergistically 
increased osteoclast recruitment not only on the compression side, but also on the tension side around the PDL. 
Based on the dynamic model proposed by Noyes and Solt50, which is calculated using the parameters of each 
element, vibration of 0.03 N force at 100 Hz translates to a displacement of 0.04 μm in the human periodontal 
membrane. Thus, it is assumed that vibration induces a micro-level oscillatory movement of the teeth. Taken 
together, it is suggested that oscillatory dynamic vibration and one-directional continuous static force affect cells 
in the PDL differently, and may have a different mode of action.

All mammalian cells have components of a dimeric transcription factor (NF-κB) signalling pathway, which is 
able to differentially regulate the expression of a diverse array of genes in a cell- and stimulus-specific manner40. 
NF-κB plays a critical role in cell growth and differentiation, apoptosis, and the adaptive response to cellular stress 
including physiological stimuli such as mechanical stress40. In resting cells, the primary mode of NF-κB regula-
tion is cytoplasmic localisation as a result of their interactions with IκBs, which mask nuclear localisation signals. 
To be active, NF-κB dimers must be translocated into the nucleus41.

Orthodontic force applied to teeth is transmitted initially to the PDL. In the present study, the application 
of dynamic vibration with continuous static force significantly increased NF-κB activation in osteoclasts, and 
the number of preosteoclasts and osteoclasts on the bone surface in the PDL. The volume of the PDL expanded 
significantly on day 7 and even more on day 9, and the experimental tooth movement accelerated markedly until 
day 21. These findings suggest that dynamic vibration when applied with static force could synergistically increase 
the number of osteoclasts expressing NF-κB and promote osteoclast activation by tooth oscillation, resulting in 
enhancement of bone resorption with PDL enlargement, finally followed by an increased amount of tooth move-
ment. Additionally, all bone cells (osteoclasts, osteoblasts and osteocytes) responded not only to a continuous 
static force but also to dynamic vibration, which induced the activation of NF-κB. On day 9 of the experimental 
tooth movement, the tooth continued to move linearly during the third phase, and the rate of tooth movement in 
the TMV3-3 group was significantly higher than that of the TM group. During this period, the continuous static 
force significantly increased the nuclear translocation of NF-κB in osteoclasts, osteoblasts and osteocytes, and its 
nuclear translocation was further increased synergistically by applying supplementary vibration with the contin-
uous static force. Osteoclast formation requires NF-κB activation in osteoclast precursors and NF-κB pathways 
is necessary for osteoclast differentiation and function, and bone resorption41,51. These findings suggested that 
active bone resorption was induced by supplementary vibration applied with a continuous static force via NF-κB 
signalling in osteoclasts. Furthermore, NF-κB has been reported to modulate the differentiation, function and 
activity of skeletal cell types; not only osteoclasts but also osteoblasts, osteocytes and chondrocytes41. Further 
investigation is needed to clarify the biological roles of the transcripts of NF-κB target genes in these cells to 
stimulate bone modelling and remodelling during orthodontic tooth movement.

Next, to investigate the role of stimulated nuclear translocation of NF-κB in osteoclasts located at the interface 
with the bone marrow (the endosteum) situated in the deep bone matrix remote from the PDL, we also analysed 
the number of osteoclasts there. On day 9 of the experimental tooth movement, continuous static force had 
increased the number of osteoclasts along the endosteum of the bone marrow located deep in the alveolar bone, 
and supplementary vibration applied with a continuous static force synergistically increased the number of oste-
oclasts, suggesting that bone resorption was enhanced via NF-κB activation in osteoclasts and other bone cells. 
Consequently, supplementary vibration with a static force significantly decreased bone volume in deep areas of 
the alveolar bone as a result of an increase in bone marrow volume, rather than from an increase in its number. 
Furthermore, vibration and/or a continuous static force did not enlarge osteocyte lacunar areas. Therefore, we 
demonstrated for the first time that supplementary vibration applied with static continuous force decreased bone 
volume through bone resorption by osteoclasts on the bone surface, and not directly by osteocytes situated deep 
in the bone matrix. This concept is known as “osteocytic osteolysis”52. Although this concept has been recognised 
as one of the osteocyte’s functions and is supported by various recent reports53–55, our results suggest that vibra-
tion accelerated tooth movement in a synergistic manner with static force via direct osteoclastic bone resorption.

In conclusion, we developed a new vibration device for a tooth movement model in rats, and demonstrated for 
the first time that, during orthodontic tooth movement, optimum-magnitude high-frequency vibration could be 
directly transmitted to the PDL and bone cells, and enhance osteoclastogenesis and osteoclast function via NF-κB 
activation leading to alveolar bone resorption, and consequently accelerated tooth movement, but only when 
static force is continuously applied to the teeth (Fig. 5). Our data not only contribute to a better understanding 
of the mechanism by which tooth movement is accelerated by optimum-magnitude high-frequency vibration, 
but also suggest novel approaches for the safe and effective treatment of malocclusion. However, further study in 
clinical sciences is needed to fully elucidate the underlying mechanism.
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Methods
Construction of a new vibration device. A high-frequency vibration generator with an eccentric weight 
at the tip of the rotation motor (an eccentric vibration motor) was newly constructed for this study and clinical 
use in the future (Fig. 6a). A vibration motor (KHN4NZ1X; Minebea Motor Manufacturing Corp., Tokyo, Japan) 
was connected with a lead wire to a battery box containing an AAA size battery. The battery box had a variable 
resistance control to alter the voltage input into the eccentric vibration motor. To prevent rotation of the vibration 
motor on contact with teeth and periodontal tissues, a cylindrical Acrylonitrile-Butadiene-Styrene (ABS) resin 
covered the motor. The characteristics of the constructed vibration generator are shown in Fig. 6b. A character-
istic of the rotation motor was that the rotation speed, frequency, and force of vibration increased as the input 
voltage increased. Thus, the frequency and force could not be changed separately. The vibration device achieved 
multiple loading conditions of vibration (Fig. 6c). We used the vibration motor with a diameter of 2 mm and 
length of 4 mm for the application of peak-to-peak forces of 1 gf, 3 gf, or 50 gf, for which the frequency was auto-
matically determined as 58 Hz, 70 Hz, or 268 Hz, respectively (Fig. 6c).

Experimental tooth movement by using static orthodontic force and supplementary vibra-
tion. Bent Ni-Ti wire, a diameter of 0.014 inches and length of 20 mm, was fixed to the maxillary incisor by 
a composite resin for dental filling (UniFil LoFlo Plus; GC Co., Tokyo, Japan), and the maxillary right 1st molar 
was moved palatally for 21 days, because of thinner alveolar bone on the buccal side (Fig. 6d). The force loaded 
to the molar was directly measured on the plaster model before and after placement of the wire in each rat, by a 
dial tension gauge (DTG-10NP; Mitutoyo, Kawasaki, Japan). When the wire tip was deflected 2 mm, loading was 
a 15 gf based on the load-displacement curve (Fig. 6e). A 15 gf orthodontic force was applied to the 1st molar in 
this study. Although rat incisors were constantly erupting, once this appliance with loading had been placed, no 
further adjustment was necessary until 21 days.

Dynamic vibration was applied for teeth by placing the vibration motor in the palates of the rats to attach to 
bilateral 1st molars. To fix the vibration motor in the palate, a ligature wire (φ 0.2 mm) was tied with 1st and 2nd 
molars bilaterally to vibration motor placed in the palate. Vibrating force magnitude and frequency were meas-
ured by strain gauge load cell (LTS-500GA; Kyowa Electronic Instruments Co., Ltd., Tokyo, Japan).

Figure 5. Model for the tooth movement stimulated by supplementary optimum-magnitude high-frequency 
vibration applied with a continuous static force. Supplementary high-frequency vibration applied with a 
continuous static force upregulates directly or indirectly NF-κB in PDL fibroblasts, osteoclasts, osteoblasts and 
osteocytes in PDL and deep alveolar bone around tooth root. NF-κB signals induced by such different mode 
of mechanical forces might play an important role to synergistically stimulate osteoclastogenesis and bone 
resorption, and accelerate tooth movement. AB, alveolar bone; c, cementum; cs, compression side; d, dentin; m, 
bone marrow; p, pulp; PDL, periodontal ligament; ts, tension side.



www.nature.com/scientificreports/

1 0ScienTiFic REPORTS | 7: 13969  | DOI:10.1038/s41598-017-13541-7

Figure 6. Characteristics of the constructed vibration generator and an appliance made by Ni-Ti wire for 
the experimental tooth movement in rats (a), Schematic drawing of vibration generator developed for this 
study was shown. (a) AAA size battery; (b) switch for generator; (c) variable resistance control; (d) vibration 
motor; (e) cylindrical ABS resin cover; (f) sheets of Ethylene-Vinyl Acetate (EVA) (1.5 mm) and polystyrene 
(1 mm); (g) 4 × 2 (mm/length, mm/diameter) vibration motor spindle. (b) Characteristics of the vibration. 
Vibration load was value of peak-to-peak force of acquired waveform from the vibration generator. (c), Force-
frequency curve of the motor. In this study, we used the three kinds of vibration forces such as 1 gf at 58 Hz, 3 
gf at 70 Hz, and 50 gf at 268 Hz. (d), Photograph and schematic drawing of an appliance made by Ni-Ti wire 
for the experimental tooth movement in the rat. White arrow indicates the direction of force applied by 0.014 
inches Ni-Ti wire. (e) Force-displacement curve of the appliance. Four appliances were used to perform load-
displacement measurement.
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Experimental animals. For experiments, 70 male 25-week-old Wistar rats weighing approximately 410 g 
were used. During the experiments, the rats were kept in cages in a room maintained at 21–24 °C with a 12-h/12-h 
ligt/dark cycle, and were fed a granular diet (Oriental Yeast, Tokyo, Japan) to prevent them from exerting an 
excessive chewing force.

The rats were divided randomly into two groups. In one group, 1st molar on the left side was used as control (C 
group), and that on the right side was subjected to tooth movement by activated Ni-Ti appliance (TM group). In 
the other group, 1st molar on the left side was subjected to vibration (V group) and that on the right side to tooth 
movement by activated Ni-Ti appliance and vibration (TMV group). All experimental protocols were approved 
by the Tohoku University of Science Animal Care and Use Committee. The care and handling of animals were 
performed in accordance with NIH guidelines.

Measurement of tooth movement. Maxillary impressions of rats were taken with a silicon impression 
materials (Exafast injection type; GC Co.) under isoflurane inhalation anesthesia on days 0, 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 12, 15, 
18, and 21 during experimental tooth movement. Models of maxillary dentition were produced using super 
hard plaster. After trimming of the model was carried out, the occlusal surface view of the 1st, 2nd and 3rd molars 
were read with the scanner (GT-X970; SEICO EPSON Co., Tokyo, Japan). The conditions of the scan were set to 
300dpi. Next, the picture was printed out in the size of ten times and traced out crowns, cusps, and palate folds. 
Finally, the trace was superimposed upon the trace before the tooth movement on the basis of 2nd and 3rd molars 
and measured the distance between the palatal cusps of the maxillary 1st molars with digital calipers. A tenth of 
the distance was calculated as the amount of tooth movement. For each rat, the measurement was taken four 
times, and the mean value was used.

Scanning electron microscope (SEM) observation and measurement of the root resorption 
area. On day 21 of the experiments, the rats were sacrificed by decapitation under ether anesthesia, and the 
maxillary bilateral 1st molars were carefully extracted by removing the paradental tissues including the soft tissue 
and alveolar bone around the 1st molars, followed by immersing in 1% sodium hypochlorite for 10 minutes. After 
the surface of the mesial, mesio- and disto-palatal roots were completely cleared, the mesio- and disto-buccal 
crown and roots were cut parallel to the midpalatal raphe using dental diamond discs. For standardizing the 
orientation of the samples, this cut surface was placed on the sample holder, and vertical scanning was performed 
using a SEM (VE-9800; Keyence, Osaka, Japan). The mesial and mesio- and disto-palatal roots were observed en 
block from the palatal side under a SEM (Fig. 7a). As described previously49, from the obtained images, the root 
area and area of root resorption lacunae in the 3 roots were measured using software (Image J; National Institutes 
of Health (NIH)). The root resorption rate for each root (area of root resorption lacunae/root area × 100) was 
calculated using software (Excel; Microsoft Co., WA, USA).

Microcomputed Tomography (µCT) analysis for PDL space. On days 7, 9 and 21 of the experiment, 
perfusion fixation with 4% paraformaldehyde was performed, and the maxillary bone containing the teeth was 
resected, and fixed with 4% paraformaldehyde for 24 hours and 70% ethanol. Microfocal computed tomography 
(ScanXmate-E090; Comscan, Kanagawa, Japan) was used in all experimental animal groups in order to clar-
ify the changes in their volume of PDL space (Fig. 7b). The µCT settings were as follows: pixel, 1032 × 1032; 
pixel size, 0.05 μm; projection, 800; magnification, 6.371; voltage, 88.80 kV; electrical current, 0.107 mA. The 
TRI/3D-BON64 software (RATOC System Engineering, Tokyo, Japan) was used to generate three-dimensional 
reconstruction images of the maxilla (Fig. 7b).

Histomorphometric analysis. On day 9 of the experiments, rats received perfusion fixation with 4% para-
formaldehyde, and the maxillary bone containing the teeth was resected, decalcified with 20% ethylenediamine-
tetraacetate (EDTA), and paraffin-embedded using the routine method. Serial sections (thickness, 5 μm) were 
prepared. The sections were sliced parallel to the occlusal plane of the upper molars, and the level of the sections 
from the furcation to the apex was calculated by the counted number of the serially sliced sections56. The slides 
were stored at 4 °C until used for HE staining, TRAP staining, and immunofluorescence.

Histomorphometric analysis was focused on the interradicular septum of the upper first molar. Three sections 
were evaluated per animal. The first sections were about 415 μm from the furcation of the teeth (Fig. 7c), second 
ones about 30 μm away, and third ones about 60 μm away. These nine sections per group (n = 3) were used for 
quantitative analysis. The field surrounded by three lines, which was drawn tangentially to the pulp surface of 
each root of the upper 1st molar, was the region of interest (ROI) for histomorphometric analysis (Fig. 7d). For 
measuring the area of osteocyte lacuna, ROI was divided into 6 fields by three median lines of ROI’s triangle 
(Fig. 7e). Two osteocyte lacunae were selected randomly within each field and totally 12 of osteocyte lacunar areas 
were measured per section of HE staining.

To identify cell types, we prepared serial sections of HE staining and TRAP staining. TRAP staining was 
performed with acid phosphatase leukocyte kit (Sigma) according to the manufacture’s instruction. Cells located 
adjacent to the bone matrix, containing more than 3 nuclei, and positive for TRAP were identified as osteoclasts, 
and mononuclear cells were as preosteoclasts. Cuboidal cells along bone surface facing periodontal space and 
marrow space were identified as osteoblasts. Cells with multiple slender cytoplasmic processes located in osseous 
lacunae were identified as osteocytes. Two-dimensional areas were measured using imaging software ImageJ 
(NIH). Lengths of perimeters for mesial roots of maxillary 1st molar (bold line in Fig. 7d) were measured with 
cellSens (OLYMPUS, Tokyo, Japan).

Immunofluorescence. Sections were deparaffinized in xylene, hydrated, washed three times in PBS, 
and permeabilized in 0.2% TritonX at room temperature. Then, sections were incubated with anti-NF-κB p65 
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Figure 7. Histomorphometric analysis of root resorption, periodontal volume and alveolar bone. (a) 
Representative image of the mesial (Me), mesio-palatal (MP), and disto-palatal (DP) roots scanned by SEM 
on day 21 of the experimental tooth movement. Black box indicated the region of magnification shown 
in right panels. Right panels indicated root surface area (White) and resorption areas of the root (Black). 
The morphology of the root resorption lacunae varied round, oval, and irregular. Scale bar = 500μm. (b) 
Evaluation of the volume of the periodontal space of the maxillary 1st molar of rats. Left panel showed 
representative µCT image of the maxilla after the experimental tooth movement. Right panel showed the 
reconstructed 3D image from µCT image of PDL and roots of the maxillary 1st molar. Scale bar = 2 mm (left 
panel), 500 μm (right panel). (c) For histomorphometric analysis, first section of serial horizontal sections was 
obtained at 415 μm from the furcation of the maxillary 1st molar. (Line). (d) A diagram indicated the area for 
histomorphometric analysis in a horizontal section of the maxillary 1st molar, PDL and alveolar bone. The field 
of alveolar bone surrounded by lines tangential to each pulp surface of each root (dark gray) was measured for 
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antibody (c-20; Santa Cruz, CA, USA) of 1:100 dilution at 4 °C overnight. After having been washed with PBS 
three times, the sections were incubated for 1 hour at room temperature with Alexa Fluor 555 anti-rabbit IgG 
(Invitrogen, CA, USA). Nuclei were stained with DAPI (KPL, MA, USA). The sections were examined using 
confocal laser scanning microscopy (C2si; Nikon, Tokyo, Japan) and imaging software NIS-Elements (version 
4.13; Nikon). To quantify the areas of NF-κB expression, the fluorescent images obtained from immunostaining 
were analyzed using imaging software ImageJ (NIH). Thresholds of 80 and 255 were used for definition of NF-κB 
expression areas in red channel image.

Statistics. Data of 2-group comparisons were analyzed using Student’s t-test. Simultaneous comparisons of 
more than 2 groups were performed using one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA) followed by post hoc analysis 
by Tukey-Kramer. Differences were considered significant when P < 0.05. Data was represented as mean ± SD.

References
 1. Jones, M. & Chan, C. The pain and discomfort experienced during orthodontic treatment: a randomized controlled clinical trial of 

two initial aligning arch wires. Am. J. Orthod. Dentofacial Orthop. 102, 373–381 (1992).
 2. Fujiyoshi, Y., Yamashiro, T., Deguchi, T., Sugimoto, T. & Takano-Yamamoto, T. The difference in temporal distribution of c-Fos 

immunoreactive neurons between the medullary dorsal horn and the trigeminal subnucleus oralis in the rat following experimental 
tooth movement. Neurosci. Lett. 283, 205–208 (2000).

 3. Brezniak, N. & Wasserstein, A. Root resorption after orthodontic treatment: Part 1. Literature review. Am. J. Orthod. Dentofacial 
Orthop. 103, 62–66 (1993).

 4. Kuroda, S., Balam, T. A., Sakai, Y., Tamamura, N. & Takano-Yamamoto, T. Expression of osteopontin mRNA in odontoclasts 
revealed by in situ hybridization during experimental tooth movement in mice. J. Bone Miner. Metab. 23, 110–113 (2005).

 5. Viecilli, R. F., Kar-Kuri, M. H., Varriale, J., Budiman, A. & Janal, M. Effects of initial stresses and time on orthodontic external root 
resorption. J. Dent. Res. 92, 346–351 (2013).

 6. Cruz, D. R., Kohara, E. K., Ribeiro, M. S. & Wetter, N. U. Effects of low-intensity laser therapy on the orthodontic movement velocity 
of human teeth: a preliminary study. Lasers Surg. Med. 35, 117–120 (2004).

 7. El-Bialy, T., Lam, B., Aldaghreer, S. & Sloan, A. J. The effect of low intensity pulsed ultrasound in a 3D ex vivo orthodontic model. J. 
Dent. 39, 693–699 (2011).

 8. Pavlin, D., Anthony, R., Raj, V. & Gakunga, P. T. Cyclic loading (vibration) accelerates tooth movement in orthodontic patients: A 
double-blind, randomized controlled trial. Semin. Orthod. 21, 187–194 (2015).

 9. Miles, P., Smith, H., Weyant, R. & Rinchuse, D. J. The effects of a vibrational appliance on tooth movement and patient discomfort: 
a prospective randomised clinical trial. Aust. Orthod. J. 28, 213–218 (2012).

 10. Woodhouse, N. R. et al. Supplemental vibrational force during orthodontic alignment: a randomized trial. J. Dent. Res. 94, 682–689 
(2015).

 11. Showkatbakhsh, R., Jamilian, A. & Showkatbakhsh, M. The effect of pulsed electromagnetic fields on the acceleration of tooth 
movement. World J. Orthod. 11, e52–e56 (2010).

 12. Yamasaki, K., Miura, F. & Suda, T. Prostaglandin as a mediator of bone resorption induced by experimental tooth movement in rats. 
J. Dent. Res. 59, 1635–1642 (1980).

 13. Takano-Yamamoto, T., Kawakami, M., Kobayashi, Y., Yamashiro, T. & Sakuda, M. The effect of local application of 
1,25-dihydroxycholecalciferol on osteoclast numbers in orthodontically treated rats. J. Dent. Res. 71, 53–59 (1992).

 14. Takano-Yamamoto, T., Kawakami, M. & Yamashiro, T. Effect of age on the rate of tooth movement in combination with local use of 
1,25(OH)2D3 and mechanical force in the rat. J. Dent. Res. 71, 1487–1492 (1992).

 15. Kawakami, M. & Takano-Yamamoto, T. Local injection of 1,25-dihydroxyvitamin D3 enhanced bone formation for tooth 
stabilization after experimental tooth movement in rats. J. Bone Miner. Metab. 22, 541–546 (2004).

 16. Soma, S. et al. Local and chronic application of PTH accelerates tooth movement in rats. J. Dent. Res. 79, 1717–1724 (2000).
 17. Brudvik, P. & Rygh, P. Root resorption after local injection of prostaglandin E2 during experimental tooth movement. Eur. J. Orthod. 

13, 255–263 (1991).
 18. Rubin, C. et al. Quantity and quality of trabecular bone in the femur are enhanced by a strongly anabolic, noninvasive mechanical 

intervention. J. Bone Miner. Res. 17, 349–357 (2002).
 19. Garman, R., Gaudette, G., Donahue, L. R., Rubin, C. & Judex, S. Low-level accelerations applied in the absence of weight bearing can 

enhance trabecular bone formation. J. Orthop. Res. 25, 732–740 (2007).
 20. Oxlund, B. S., Ørtoft, G., Andreassen, T. T. & Oxlund, H. Low-intensity, high-frequency vibration appears to prevent the decrease in 

strength of the femur and tibia associated with ovariectomy of adult rats. Bone 32, 69–77 (2003).
 21. Rubin, C. et al. Prevention of postmenopausal bone loss by a low-magnitude, high-frequency mechanical stimuli: a clinical trial 

assessing compliance, efficacy, and safety. J. Bone Miner. Res. 19, 343–351 (2004).
 22. Ward, K. et al. Low magnitude mechanical loading is osteogenic in children with disabling conditions. J. Bone Miner. Res. 19, 

360–369 (2004).
 23. Kim, I. S., Song, Y. M., Lee, B. & Hwang, S. J. Human mesenchymal stromal cells are mechanosensitive to vibration stimuli. J. Dent. 

Res. 91, 1135–1140 (2012).
 24. Tjandrawinata, R. R., Vincent, V. L. & Hughes-Fulford, M. Vibrational force alters mRNA expression in osteoblasts. FASEB J. 11, 

493–497 (1997).
 25. Ozcivici, E. et al. Mechanical signals as anabolic agents in bone. Nat. Rev. Rheumatol. 6, 50–59 (2010).
 26. Huiskes, R., Ruimerman, R., van Lenthe, G. H. & Janssen, J. D. Effects of mechanical forces on maintenance and adaptation of form 

in trabecular bone. Nature 405, 704–706 (2000).
 27. Hughes-Fulford, M. Signal transduction and mechanical stress. Sci. STKE. 2004, RE12 (2004).
 28. Takano-Yamamoto, T. Osteocyte function under compressive mechanical force. Jpn. Dent. Sci. Rev. 50, 29–39 (2014).
 29. Takimoto, A. et al. Scleraxis and osterix antagonistically regulate tensile force-responsive remodeling of the periodontal ligament 

and alveolar bone. Development 142, 787–796 (2015).
 30. Sakai, Y. et al. CTGF and apoptosis in mouse osteocytes induced by tooth movement. J. Dent. Res. 88, 345–350 (2009).
 31. Vignery, A. & Baron, R. Dynamic histomorphometry of alveolar bone remodeling in the adult rat. Anat. Rec. 196, 191–200 (1980).

histomorphometric analysis (ROI). Bold line around Me indicated bone surfaces around the PDL of Me. (e) A 
diagram indicated the area for histomorphometric analysis of osseous lacunae. The size of osseous lacunae was 
measured in six fields divided by three median lines of the ROI’s triangle. AB, alveolar bone; DB, disto-buccal 
root; DP, disto-palatal root, M1; maxillary 1st molar; MB, mesio-buccal root; Me, mesial root; MP, mesio-
palatal root; p, pulp; PDL, periodontal ligament.



www.nature.com/scientificreports/

1 4ScienTiFic REPORTS | 7: 13969  | DOI:10.1038/s41598-017-13541-7

 32. King, G. J., Keeling, S. D. & Wronski, T. J. Histomorphometric study of alveolar bone turnover in orthodontic tooth movement. Bone 
12, 401–409 (1991).

 33. Terai, K. et al. Role of osteopontin in bone remodeling caused by mechanical stress. J. Bone Miner. Res. 14, 839–849 (1999).
 34. Deguchi, T. et al. Histomorphometric evaluation of alveolar bone turnover between the maxilla and the mandible during 

experimental tooth movement in dogs. Am. J. Orthod. Dentofacial Orthop. 133, 889–897 (2008).
 35. Kamioka, H., Honjo, T. & Takano-Yamamoto, T. A three-dimensional distribution of osteocyte processes revealed by the 

combination of confocal laser scanning microscopy and differential interference contrast microscopy. Bone 28, 145–149 (2001).
 36. Kamioka, H. et al. Primary cultures of chick osteocytes retain functional gap junctions between osteocytes and between osteocytes 

and osteoblasts. Microsc. Microanal. 13, 108–117 (2007).
 37. Ishihara, Y. et al. Hormonal, pH, and calcium regulation of connexin 43-mediated dye transfer in osteocytes in chick calvaria. J. Bone 

Miner. Res. 23, 350–360 (2008).
 38. Yamashiro, T. et al. Mechanical stimulation induces CTGF expression in rat osteocytes. J. Dent. Res. 80, 461–465 (2001).
 39. Hoshi, K. et al. Compressive force-produced CCN2 induces osteocyte apoptosis through ERK1/2 pathway. J. Bone Miner. Res. 29, 

1244–1257 (2014).
 40. Mercurio, F. & Manning, A. M. NF-kappaB as a primary regulator of the stress response. Oncogene 18, 6163–6171 (1999).
 41. Novack, D. V. Role of NF-κB in the skeleton. Cell Res. 21, 169–182 (2011).
 42. Agarwal, S. et al. A central role for the nuclear factor-kappaB pathway in anti-inflammatory and proinflammatory actions of 

mechanical strain. FASEB J. 17, 899–901 (2003).
 43. Bridges, T. & King, G. & Mohammed, A. The effect of age on tooth movement and mineral density in the alveolar tissues of the rat. 

Am. J. Orthod. Dentofacial Orthop. 93, 245–250 (1988).
 44. Baron, R. & Hesse, E. Update on bone anabolics in osteoporosis treatment: rationale, current status, and perspectives. J. Clin. 

Endocrinol. Metab. 97, 311–325 (2012).
 45. Storey, E. The nature of tooth movement. Am. J. Orthod. 63, 292–314 (1973).
 46. Massler, M. & Malone, A. J. Root resorption in human permanent teeth: A roentgenographic study. Am. J. Orthod. 40, 619–630 

(1954).
 47. Bosshardt, D. D. & Schroeder, H. E. How repair cementum becomes attached to the resorbed roots of human permanent teeth. Acta 

Anat. 150, 253–266 (1994).
 48. Castro, I. O., Alencar, A. H., Valladares-Neto, J. & Estrela, C. Apical root resorption due to orthodontic treatment detected by cone 

beam computed tomography. Angle Orthod. 83, 196–203 (2013).
 49. Hakami, Z. et al. Effect of interleukin-4 on orthodontic tooth movement and associated root resorption. Eur. J. Orthod. 37, 87–94 

(2015).
 50. Noyes, D. H. & Solt, C. W. Measurement of mechanical mobility of human incisors with sinusoidal forces. J. Biomech. 6, 439–442 

(1973).
 51. Yamashita, T. et al. NF-kappaB p50 and p52 regulate receptor activator of NF-kappaB ligand (RANKL) and tumor necrosis factor-

induced osteoclast precursor differentiation by activating c-Fos and NFATc1. J. Biol. Chem. 282, 18245–18253 (2007).
 52. Bélanger, L. F. Osteocytic osteolysis. Calcif. Tissue Res. 4, 1–12 (1969).
 53. Qing, H. et al. Demonstration of osteocytic perilacunar/canalicular remodeling in mice during lactation. J. Bone Miner. Res. 27, 

1018–1029 (2012).
 54. Kogawa, M. et al. Sclerostin regulates release of bone mineral by osteocytes by induction of carbonic anhydrase 2. J. Bone Miner. Res. 

28, 2436–2448 (2013).
 55. Sano, H. et al. Intravital bone imaging by two-photon excitation microscopy to identify osteocytic osteolysis in vivo. Bone 74, 

134–139 (2015).
 56. Yamashiro, T., Fujiyama, K., Fujiyoshi, Y., Inaguma, N. & Takano-Yamamoto, T. Inferior alveolar nerve transection inhibits increase 

in osteoclast appearance during experimental tooth movement. Bone 26, 663–669 (2000).

Acknowledgements
We are grateful to Shogo Fukushima and Takumi Sakimura (Panasonic HealthCare Co., Tokyo, Japan) for 
developing the vibration device. This study was supported by a Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research (15H05048, 
and in part 17209064 and 20249081 to T.-T.Y.) from Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports and Technology, 
Japan and Matsushita Electric Works, Ltd. We thank Biomedical Research Unit of Tohoku University Hospital for 
technical equipment support.

Author Contributions
T.T.-Yamamoto designed the research plan. K. Sasaki, G.F., M.S.,T.F., T.D., N.T., H.I. and T.T.-Yamamoto 
performed the experiments. T.T.-Yamamoto, H.K. and T.A. developed the vibration device. K. Sasaki, G.F., T.F., 
M.S., T.D., N.T. and T.T.-Y. analyzed the data and discussed the results. K. Sasaki, M.S., T.F., T.D., A.M. and T.T.-Y. 
prepared figures. T. Fukunaga assisted to prepare the manuscript. T.T.-Yamamoto wrote the paper. All authors 
approved the final version.

Additional Information
Competing Interests: The authors declare that they have no competing interests.
Publisher's note: Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in published maps and 
institutional affiliations.

Open Access This article is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International 
License, which permits use, sharing, adaptation, distribution and reproduction in any medium or 

format, as long as you give appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the source, provide a link to the Cre-
ative Commons license, and indicate if changes were made. The images or other third party material in this 
article are included in the article’s Creative Commons license, unless indicated otherwise in a credit line to the 
material. If material is not included in the article’s Creative Commons license and your intended use is not per-
mitted by statutory regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will need to obtain permission directly from the 
copyright holder. To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.
 
© The Author(s) 2017

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

	Synergistic acceleration of experimental tooth movement by supplementary high-frequency vibration applied with a static for ...
	Results
	Determining the optimum-magnitude high-frequency vibration for accelerating tooth movement. 
	Optimum-magnitude high-frequency vibration applied with static continuous force accelerates tooth movement. 
	Optimum-magnitude high-frequency vibration applied with static continuous force does not affect root resorption. 
	Optimum-magnitude high-frequency vibration applied with static continuous force induces NF-κB activation in osteoclasts, os ...
	Optimum-magnitude high-frequency vibration applied with static continuous force increases periodontal ligament (PDL) volume ...
	Optimum-magnitude high-frequency vibration applied with static continuous force promotes bone resorption in deep alveolar b ...

	Discussion
	Methods
	Construction of a new vibration device. 
	Experimental tooth movement by using static orthodontic force and supplementary vibration. 
	Experimental animals. 
	Measurement of tooth movement. 
	Scanning electron microscope (SEM) observation and measurement of the root resorption area. 
	Microcomputed Tomography (µCT) analysis for PDL space. 
	Histomorphometric analysis. 
	Immunofluorescence. 
	Statistics. 

	Acknowledgements
	Figure 1 Effect of supplementary vibration applied with continuous static force on body weight and amount of tooth movement during the experimental tooth movement in rats.
	Figure 2 Effect of supplementary vibration applied with continuous static force on root resorption during the experimental tooth movement in rats.
	Figure 3 Effects of supplementary vibration applied with continuous static force on NF-κB p65 activation in the osteoclasts, osteoblasts and osteocytes on day 9 of the experimental tooth movement.
	Figure 4 Effect of supplementary vibration applied with a continuous static force on the PDL and the bone marrow.
	Figure 5 Model for the tooth movement stimulated by supplementary optimum-magnitude high-frequency vibration applied with a continuous static force.
	Figure 6 Characteristics of the constructed vibration generator and an appliance made by Ni-Ti wire for the experimental tooth movement in rats (a), Schematic drawing of vibration generator developed for this study was shown.
	Figure 7 Histomorphometric analysis of root resorption, periodontal volume and alveolar bone.




