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Dynamics of resilience of wheat  
to drought in Australia from  
1991–2010
Jianjun Huai1,2,3

Although enhancing resilience is a well-recognized adaptation to climate change, little research 
has been undertaken on the dynamics of resilience. This occurs because complex relationships exist 
between adaptive capacity and resilience, and some issues also create challenges related to the 
construction, operation, and application of resilience. This study identified the dynamics of temporal, 
spatial changes of resilience found in a sample of wheat–drought resilience in Australia’s wheat–
sheep production zone during 1991–2010. I estimated resilience using principal component analysis, 
mapped resilience and its components, distinguished resilient and sensitive regions, and provided 
recommendations related to improving resilience. I frame that resilience is composed of social resilience 
including on- and off-site adaptive capacity as well as biophysical resilience including resistance and 
absorption. I found that resilience and its components have different temporal trends, spatial shifts and 
growth ratios in each region during different years, which results from complicated interactions, such 
as complementation and substitution among its components. In wheat-sheep zones, I recommend that 
identifying regional bottlenecks, science-policy engagement, and managing resilience components are 
the priorities for improving resilience.

Ever since the theory of resilience was first proposed1, many studies have focused on resilience of the socioeco-
nomic ecological systems (SES) related to climate change2. Resilience Alliance3 defined resilience as the ability of 
a SES to absorb shocks and regenerate after disturbances before exceeding the system’s threshold for stress toler-
ance. Resilience comprises resistance, absorption, and capacity for restoration that is sometimes called adaptive 
capacity (AC)4. Resistance, the capacity to withstand disturbance and recover from it, are both components of 
ecological resilience5. Capital theory links resilience to economics, sociology, and ecology6, and improving resil-
ience is closely related to building human, social, and political capital7. In this sense, resilience theory provides a 
method to manage dynamics of the SES, which includes the adaptive management techniques related to sustain-
able development8. Consequently, enhancing resilience has been adopted as a systemic approach of embedding 
and integrating the multifaceted and articulated nature of vulnerability and resilience to climate disasters9, 10.

However, the complex relationship between resilience and AC has continued to be debated during the last dec-
ade. AC is the ability to reduce potential damage and take advantage of new opportunities11, and increasing AC is 
a critical part of improving the resilience of SES12. Any dynamic SES has a combination of resilience, adaptation, 
and vulnerability13, and AC affects the cycles of resilience and vulnerability simultaneously14. However, different 
adaptive options may impede the development of resilience15. Local adaptability may unintentionally reduce 
regional resilience and increase regional vulnerability16. An increase in AC of a SES in one region may cause 
another region to lose resilience17. The synergistic effects of the resilience and uncertainty of AC can make ecosys-
tems more vulnerable to changes; therefore, the combination of active adaptive management and governance of 
resilience will require managers to examine the dynamics of AC and resilience18. The reasons for the complexity 
of the relationship between AC and resilience involve complementation and substitution among their various 
components in the context of the dynamics of resilience. The complementation comes from a positive causal 
relationship between indices and substitution from a negative causal relationship between indices19. For example, 
substitution among sources of the effects of output and competition for input affects the regional distributions of 
the impacts of climate change on dairy productivity in Australia20.
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The dynamics of resilience refers to changes in resilience after shifts in temporal or spatial objectives, so it is 
difficult to define, measure, operate, and implement when the context changes. Additionally, resilience involves 
addressing issues at the conceptual, operational, and application levels. The conceptualization and applicability of 
resilience are still vague when used in the theory and practice of disaster risk management21; the simple definition 
of “resilience of what to what” conflicts with problems related to vagueness and malleability when compared to 
other measurements of resilience22. At an operational level, although each aspect of resilience has been expressed 
as a set of empirical indicators, measures of the totality of resilience is still unclear23, quantifying resilience is 
notoriously difficult that impedes to built through developing AC24. At the application level, the complicated rela-
tionship between vulnerability, resilience, and AC causes a gap between science and policy25. As a central concept 
to the accurate definition of resilience, the idea of “bouncing back” or interaction can be interpreted differently 
under three different narratives that can inspire different policies26. Therefore, dynamics of resilience cannot be 
clearly defined, measured, or implemented at spatial and temporal scales.

This paper aims to estimate resilience and assess the dynamics of resilience. I subsequently determine how 
to build resilience in different regions and at different times as constrained by local capital features. Specifically, 
the study has three main objectives. The first is to frame resilience, for which we used the case of resilience of 
Australian wheat to drought. The second objective is to examine the dynamics of resilience, that is, interactions 
such as substitution and complementation among resilience and its components at different times and in differ-
ent regions. The third is to investigate the implications of such dynamics of resilience such as they may render 
different regions either resilient or sensitive and to assess the benefits of building resilience in a given region, so 
that I find an optimal resolution to developing regional resilience according to some regional capital constraints.

My work contributes to resilience research at the conceptual, operational, and application levels. First, I offer 
new synthesized method of studying resilience, combining sustainable livelihood framework (SLF) with the 
Principal Component Analysis (PCA) method through the use of a spatial map and a radar map. Second, this 
study shows that resilience is composed of social resilience including on- and off-site AC as well as biophysi-
cal resilience including resistance and absorption. Third, I found dynamic resilience to have different temporal 
trends, spatial shifts, and growth ratios in wheat-sheep zones from 1991–2010, which results from complementa-
tion and substitution between its components in the process of climate change. Overall, it provides useful infor-
mation for local policy makers as well as for individual households designed to help them improve the resilience 
of wheat crops to drought.

Research design
Study areas. My study areas are all located within Australia’s wheat–sheep production zone (Fig. 1 in ref. 27). 
I analyzed the dynamic effects of resilience of wheat to climate change for several reasons.

First, Australia is believed to be the largest country among those most severely affected by climate change 
in the southern hemisphere. For instance, Australia is one of the world’s largest wheat exporters, and it has 
experienced long-term droughts since 199028. Australia’s wheat–sheep production zone produces about 90% of 
the country’s wheat, but typically experiences a Mediterranean climate that can reduce wheat yield critically 
through affecting the wheat production areas29. For example, droughts in 2006–2007 caused wheat production 
to fall by roughly 61%30; wheat yield will be reduced by 5–25% in 2030 and 20% in the period of 2050–2100 
because of the shorter duration of the growth period, which is expected to result from the changing climate31, 32. 
However, a 2014 Climate Change Performance Index published by the European Group Climate Action Network 
ranked Australia near to the bottom among all 34 countries in the Organization for Economic Co-operation 
and Development. This suggests that Australia needs improve the resilience of its wheat crop to climate change, 
actively and immediately.

Second, many studies have assessed the vulnerability of crops to drought in Australia’s wheat–sheep pro-
duction zone27, 33, but few have calculated the resilience to climate change and estimate its dynamics. Australian 
wheat, as Australia’s most widely planted crop, is an appropriate product that can be used to assess the resilience 
of other crops to climate change, so we used wheat-sheep zones to assess the role of capital in improving AC27 
and the role of capital in reducing vulnerability34. Based on both, I argue that the dynamics of the resilience of 
wheat to drought, which differs across regions and over time, is an interesting subject and requires urgent study. 
Meanwhile, Australian Agricultural and Grazing Industries Survey (AAGIS), provide data related to the resilience 
of Australian agriculture, which helped me to analyze the rural capital that supports rural livelihoods and the 
resilience of wheat to climate change in the wheat–sheep production zone (http://www.agriculture.gov.au/abares/
surveys).

Methodology
The dynamics of resilience were assessed adopting the methodological work-flow illustrated in Fig. 1.

Conceptualizing resilience. To capture the totality of resilience, I here framed resilience as a combination 
of social resilience including the on- and off-site AC and biophysical resilience that is composed of absorption 
and resistance. I used capital indicators from socioeconomic and ecological indicators from ecology. Biophysical 
resilience represents the magnitude of disturbance a system can handle before moving into a different state35. 
Social resilience is defined as the ability of human communities to withstand external shocks23. In wheat-drought 
resilience, resistance refers to the ability of wheat to tolerate drought, as represented by the benefits from the 
humid climate; absorption denotes crop mitigation to drought as measured from actual wheat yield; restoration 
refers to the ability of the crop to recover its pre-stress status, as determined by farmer’s AC, which incorporates 
human, social, natural, physical, and financial capital.

http://www.agriculture.gov.au/abares/surveys
http://www.agriculture.gov.au/abares/surveys
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Selecting indicators: Measuring resistance, absorption, and restoration. Most measurements 
of resistance and absorption of crop to drought have been found to be related to the crop yield and drought in 
previous works. For instance, the stress susceptibility percentage index (SSPI), relative drought index (RDI), 
abiotic tolerance index (ATI), stress non-stress production index (SNPI), and drought resistance index (DI) are 
considered the most suitable indicators for screening drought-tolerant cultivars36. In arid and semi-arid regions, 
beneficial drought resistance indicators, such as canopy temperature, stomatal resistance, and rate of water 
loss, have a significant relationship to the yield reduction ratio37. In northern China, drought index is the most 
comprehensive drought resistance index, and it also includes the opposite yield (drought resistance coefficient) 
and absolute yield of the wheat variety38. Therefore, I predicted wheat yield under special climatic conditions to 
assess climate change, and actual yield in the past few decades to determine the reductions in yield due to the 
drought. I measured wheat–drought resistance using a wet index (WI) calculated using predicted wheat yield and 
wheat-drought absorption using wheat harvest index (WHI) measured by actual wheat yield. The predicted wheat 
yield is weighed by the area sown to wheat (produced) in the National Land Use Map of Australia in 2006, and 
were simulated at 50 kg N ha−1 from 1991–2010 using APSIM version 7.339.

Under the SLF, restoration or AC is conceptualized as the diverse forms of livelihood capital, such as human, 
social, natural, physical and financial forms of capital25, 27, 40, 41. As the stock of knowledge, talent, skills, and 
abilities of farmers, human capital includes labor productivity expressed by total labor used (TLU) on a farm, 
and management ability expressed by the age of a manager (AM). Social capital is an appreciable and convertible 
long-lived asset and collective good that has relationships with other actors that need maintained continuously. 
Its effects flow from the information, influence, and solidarity it makes available to the actor42. Social capital is 
mainly embedded in the social networks between individuals and organizations; annual telephone charges (TC) 
are an indicator of social connections and knowledge sharing. Natural capital refers to some natural resources 
that supply environmental services and goods, such as water and erosion control; here, its proxies are crop pro-
ductivity (crop-revenue level: CRL) and the soil water-holding capacity (SWHC). Physical capital, the long-term 
existence form of production materials, here includes land value and improvements (LVI) and expenditure for 
electricity (EE). Like any kind of money, financial capital combines total closing capital (TCC), access to financing 
(AF) and total cash income levels (TCIL) (Table 1).

Synthesizing resilience by PCA. PCA is an effective regression method used to reduce the number of 
variables in the assessments of vulnerability to climate change, so, here, resilience and AC were synthesized by two 
PCAs. I tested the suitability of all indicators in Table 1 for PCA and determined the sufficient number of factors 

Figure 1. Five steps of analysis the dynamics of resilience.
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through parallel analysis. Naming each principal component (PC), I then computed AC and resilience according 
to their own factor scores and responding initial Eigenvalues, as shown in Equations (1)–(2).

∑
α

δ
= ×











PC x

(1)
r y i

r y

m k

r y
r y

i
, ,

,

,

,
,

∑= ×
=

Y PC CPV
(2)r y

i

n

r y i
Y

r y i
Y

,
1

, , , ,

where r represents the survey region, y represents the survey year, i represents the number of the PC, δ is the ini-
tial Eigenvalues for each PC, x is each indicator in Table 1, and a is the constituent variables for each component. 
CPV signifies the contributive percentage of explained variances, Y represents AC or synthesized resilience (SR).

Mapping synthesized resilience and its components. Rather than reporting the indices statically and 
directly43, spatial mapping based on PCA can reflect spatial distribution by aggregating multiple social–ecological 
indicators into intuitive resilience indices44. Additionally, comparisons of different spatial maps in a time series 
can be used to illustrate the dynamics of the resilience. After normalizing each PC, AC, and SR on a scale of 0–1 
in Equation (3) and using the ArcGIS (Version 11.2) software package, I created geographical maps for every 
five-year period:

ε =
−
−

A A
A A (3)
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where ε is the normalized value, A is the average of each PC, AC, SR, Amin and Amax are the minimum and maxi-
mum values of A.

To understand the dynamics of resilience, I used Fig. 2 to show time series of annual resilience (SR) and its 
components in 1991–2010 in Australia’s wheat–sheep production zone. The percentile method was used to define 
the resilient or sensitive regions in each map in Fig. 3. In Fig. 4, I firstly calculated the growth ratio of average of 
each metric that equals to the ratio of each average SR, AC and their components in five years to its average in 
last five years, respectively; For instance, the map of SR in “1996–2000:1991–1995” represents the ratio of average 
SR during 1996–2000 to the average SR during 1991–1995. I then classified 12 regions into five types through 
mapping five classes of the growth ratios of each PC, AC and SR, where the smaller growth ratio indicates slower 
development. Therefore, I here define the first one-fifth of regions as the slow developing region, then the second 
fifth is the slow-middle-developing regions, the third fifth the middle-developing region, and so on, through the 
top fifth, which represents the quickest-developing region. The shifts in temporal and spatial trends of these five 
classes reflect the dynamics of resilience from 1991 to 2010.

Composite Indicator Definitions or Measurements (Unit)

Resistance Wet index (WI) Ratio of predicted wheat yield (PWY) in region r and year y to its mean. A WI that is greater 
or less than one expresses a predicted return or loss in the wet or dry years.

Absorption Wheat harvest index 
(WHI)

Ratio of actual wheat yield (WY) in region r and year y to its regional average. WHI had a 
score greater or less than one for years with good or poor harvests.

Restoration 
(Adaptive 
Capacity)

Total labor used (TLU) Total number of full-time weeks worked by all farm workers including hired labor (week).

Age of manager (AM) Age of the primary decision-maker in the farm business (year).

Telephone charges (TC) Telephone charges per year ($K).

Value of land and 
improvements (VLI)

Market value of all land operated and fixed improvements starting at the end of the financial 
year estimated by the owner–manager or cooperator in the survey year ($M).

Electricity expenditure 
(EE) Expenditure on electricity per year ($K).

Crop-revenue levels (CRL) Crop-revenue levels in the nth year equal to the average of summing total crop gross revenues 
in the previous n − 1 years. The total gross revenues come from sales of crops and hay ($K).

Soil water-holding capacity 
(SWHC)

Drained upper limit minus crop lower limit. Drained upper limit is the amount of water that a 
particular zone of soil holds after drainage has largely ceased. Crop lower limit is the amount 
of water remaining after a particular crop has extracted all the water available to it from the 
soil zone (mm).

Total closing capital (TCC) Closing value of all assets used on the farm including leased equipment but excluding 
machinery and equipment either hired or used by contractors ($M).

Access to financing (AF)
Borrowing capacity plus liquid assets. Borrowing capacity is derived from each farm’s equity 
ratio. When the equity ratio is less than 70%, borrowing capacity is zero; otherwise borrowing 
capacity = (equity ratio − 0.70) × total closing capital ($M).

Total cash income level 
(TCIL)

Total cash income level in the nth year is the averages of summing total cash income in the 
previous n − 1 years. Total cash income equals that cash income plus off–farm income ($K).

Table 1. Definitions and measurements of resilience. 1$K, 1000$; 1$M, 1000,000$; Data Source: Predicted 
wheat yield comes from the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organization (CSIRO); 
Soil water-holding capacity is from Australian Soil Resource Information System (ASRIS); others are from 
Australian Agricultural and Grazing Industries Survey (AAGIS). The survey year is 1991–2010.
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Building synthesized resilience. The interactions between different PCs represent the dynamics of resil-
ience; the trade-offs between complement and substitution of each capital commonly influence the function of 
adaptive capacity. So I analyzed the interactions between each PC and indicators to find the optimal methods for 
improving resilience. I then used a radar map to depict the constituent indicators every five years allowing us to 
show the regional constraints on improving resilience and the priorities of adaptive options for each region.

Results
My results showed the composites (Table 2), time series (Fig. 2), absolute change (Fig. 3) and growth ratios (Fig. 4) 
of each PC, AC, and SR from 1991–2010 in Australia’s wheat–sheep production zone.

Synthesis of adaptive capacity and resilience. In Table 2, the Kaiser–Meyer–Olkin value is greater than 
0.7, Bartlett’s Tests of Sphericity is significant at 1%. These findings show that the variables are available for PCA. 
The retained PCs explain roughly 74% of the variation of AC and SR, which means that their components can 
explain 74% of the changes in AC and SR. For either AC or SR, the first PC (PC1) represents the characteristics 
of cropping, communication, labor-investing, financial security and liquidity, land conditions in the on-farm 
society; the second PC (PC2) reflects the features of technological improvements, credit exchange, financial man-
agements, human capital and infrastructure developments in the off-farm society; the third PC (PC3) that is only 
for SR reflecting resistance and absorption of wheat to drought. In all, adaptive capacity consists of PC1AC and 
PC2AC, while synthesized resilience consists of PC1SR, PC2SR, and PC3SR, here called social resilience (including 
on- and off-site adaptive capacity) and biophysical resilience, respectively.

Dynamics of resilience. At the operational level, the dynamics of resilience can be expressed by tempo-
ral and spatial shifts of resilience and its components in the maps. Figure 2 illustrates from 1991 to 2010 in 
wheat-sheep zones the rising AC overlapped with the SR of each region throughout the surveyed years, and PC3 
exhibited greater fluctuations in each region than PC1 and PC2, which shows that the risk of a deteriorating nat-
ural environment from PC3 is higher than that for social environment.

The trends of SR, AC, PC1, PC2, and PC3 have complicated change every five years in the longitudinal view 
of the Fig. 3. For instance, PC3 rises in the northern and eastern wheat belts but has a fall-rise-fall pattern in 
northwestern slopes and plains; AC increases in West Australia and Central West but decreases in Darling Downs 
and Central Highland. The spatial distributions of SR, AC and their components at five-year intervals (Fig. 3) are 

Figure 2. Time series of annual resilience (SR) and its components in 1991–2010 in Australia’s wheat–sheep 
production zone. The numbers in parentheses represent the regional code. For instance, 121 is the regional code 
for the North West Slopes and Plains.
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similar to the annual trends of time series of resilience (SR) and its components in 1991–2010 in each region. The 
higher AC and SR, PC1, and PC2 appeared in the wheat–sheep production zones of WA that is located in resilient 
regions; while the smaller of them mainly occurred in NSW and Victoria (VIC), which are sensitive regions; dur-
ing the past twenty years the resilient regions for PC3 have shifted from southwest to northeast, such as from WA 
to the Central and Southern Wheat Belt, then to QLD.

Each PC, SR, and AC increased absolutely from 1991 to 2010, with different growth ratios in different regions 
at different stages (Fig. 4). The higher growth ratio of AC occurs in the Northwest Slopes and Plains (1996–2000), 
Riverina (2001–2005), and North Central regions (NSW) (2006–2010). Meanwhile, PC1, PC2 and PC3 increase 
at varying ratios every five years in different regions. Comparing the spatial and temporal trends of each index, I 
established resilient, neutral, and sensitive classifications, three unequal distributions (Fig. 3) and observed many 
levels of speeds of development for each component in each region for different five-year stages (Fig. 4). The bio-
physical resilient regions shifted from southwest to northeast, while the sensitive regions moved from northeast to 
southwest, so the same spatial–temporal trends of AC have been observed in the sensitive regions (Figs 3 and 4). 
My classifications of resilient and sensitive regions strongly support the claim that agricultural operations in the 
Western, Northern, and Eastern Wheat Belts in Australia are resilient to climate change45.

Discussion
In the study, a new synthesized method of studying resilience was used to combine SLF with the PCA method 
and geographical information systems (GIS) and ARCmap. Specifically, I (1) provide a framework for assessing 
resilience that includes AC, resistance, and absorption, (2) use principal component analysis (PCA) to integrate 
resistance, absorption, and restoration (AC) into resilience, (3) map the spatial and temporal dynamical trends 
of resilience and its components, (4) classify the resilient and sensitive cases according to annual and five year 
indicators in each region, and (5) recommend building components to improve resilience based on regional 
constraints. The PCAs integrate each indicator into principal components (PCs) that are then decomposed into 
executable policies. The geographical maps of resilience, AC, and their PCs can provide useful information that 
will allow householders to understand the dynamics of resilience and the interactions between their components. 
More detailed radar maps of livelihood capital can improve the targeting and effectiveness of local policies of the 

Figure 3. Regional resilience and components every five years in the wheat–sheep production zone in 
Australia. Resilient cases are the regions with top 33% of metrics (red), sensitive cases are the regions with the 
bottom 33% of metrics (dark red), and the other 33% are neutral (yellow). The map used and modified here is 
based on the one in Fig. 1 in our previous study (doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0117600)27, which is an open access 
article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License, and which also permits 
unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original author and source are 
credited. Jianjun used ArcGIS (version 11.2, http://www.esri.com) to create Fig. 3.

http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0117600
http://www.esri.com
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government and livelihood strategies of households by showing the local constraints in each region. Comparisons 
of different spatial maps of PCs and radar mapping of the livelihood capital can help determine the rules con-
trolling resilience as it relates to climate change. There are at least five advantages of this synthesized methodology. 

Figure 4. Growth ratios of resilience and its components. “1996–2000:1991–1995” means the ratio of average 
of each metric (here is PC1,PC2, PC3, AC and SR, respectively) in 1996–2000 to its average in 1991–1995; For 
instance, the map of SR in “1996–2000:1991–1995” represents the ratio of average SR during 1996–2000 to the 
average SR during 1991–1995. Similar ratios include “2001–2005:1996–2000” and “2006–2010:2001–2005”. 
The map used and modified here is based on the one in Fig. 1 in our previous study (doi:10.1371/journal.
pone.0117600)27, which is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 
License, and which also permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the 
original author and source are credited. Jianjun used ArcGIS (version 11.2, http://www.esri.com) to create Fig. 4.

Items Adaptive capacitya Resilienceb

Variables PC1AC PC2AC PC1SR PC2SR PC3SR

CRL 0.871 0.150 0.873 0.144

TC 0.823 0.456 0.823 0.455

TLU 0.821 0.151 0.820 0.152

TCIL 0.810 0.396 0.813 0.389

SWHC −0.659 −0.660

VLI 0.246 0.938 0.250 0.935

AF 0.254 0.934 0.258 0.931

TCC 0.298 0.928 0.302 0.925

AM −0.439 0.656 −0.435 0.650

EE 0.382 0.474 0.381 0.477

WI 0.865

WHI 0.858

% of Variance 52.91 21.37 44.25 18.31 11.85

Initial Eigenvalues from PCA 5.29 2.14 5.31 2.20 1.42

Random Eigenvalue from parallel analysis 1.36 1.24 1.40 1.30 1.21

Kaiser–Meyer–Olkin Measure of Sampling Adequacy. 0.74 0.74

Bartlett’s Test of Sphericity Approx. Chi-Square 3576.03 3635.19

Df. (Sig.) 45(0.000) 66(0.00)

Table 2. Principal component analyses (PCA) of adaptive capacity and resilience. All short forms are shown 
in Table 1; Extraction Method, Principal Component Analysis; Rotation Method, Varimax with Kaiser 
Normalization; aRotation converged in 3 iterations; bRotation converged in 4 iterations.

http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0117600
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0117600
http://www.esri.com
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It (1) illustrates the rules governing spatial and temporal shifts in sharply visual ways, (2) matches the integra-
tion and typology of resilience and its components, (3) explains substitution and complements between differ-
ent indexes by comparing lines and maps, and (4) provides useful information for decision-making at both the 
household and policy levels.

This research highlights the fact that resilience is driven by the complement and substitution among all of its 
components. These interactions occur in the process of climate change and affect the wheat productions over time 
at different scales. The trade-off of complement and substitutions of PC1, PC2, and PC3 determine resilience at 
different periods and regions. For example, in the Darling Downs and Central Highlands (QLD), the substitution 
between high PC1 and medium PC2 initiates the neutral AC during 1996–2005, while the complement between 
high PC1 and high PC2 aggregates into high AC during 2006–2010 (Fig. 3). The substitutions among different 
regions confirmed that increasing adaptability unintentionally reduces resilience17; for instance, rising ratios of 
PC3 in the Central and Southern Wheat Belt caused a decrease ratios of PC3 in the Northern and Eastern Wheat 
Belts of West Australia in 1996–2005 (Fig. 4). The substitutions between PCs also low growth ratios of SR. For 
example, the relatively small growth ratio of PC1 trades off for the much great growth ratio of PC2 in Downs and 
the Central Highlands (QLD) during 1996–2000, which results in the small growth ratio of SR (Fig. 4). The com-
plementary effects create higher growth ratios of some components at the same periods and regions; for instance, 
in Fig. 4 the small ratios of PC3 complement smaller ratios of AC into a relative higher growth ratio of SR in 
Downs and the Central Highlands (QLD), during 1996–2000.

At the application level, improving resilience is required to interrelate the biosphere with a society and to 
create flexible and innovative collaborations, through management diversification, building human capacity, 
and reinforcing social networks46. In Australia, identifying regional bottlenecks, science-policy engagement, and 
managing resilience components are the priorities for improving resilience.

When strengthening the components of resilience, decision makers first need to identify any regional bottle-
necks. From a macro perspective, pressure on declining trade and increasing urbanization25, and other regional 
bottlenecks, to some extent, block the development of resilience in the wheat–sheep production zone. From a micro 
perspective, each region has different dynamics of resilience and its components. I used a radar map to depict the 
constituent indicators every five years, allowing me to show the regional constraints on improving resilience and 
the priorities of adaptive options for each region. If resilience is constrained by specific aspects of livelihood capital 
for households, the government should develop stronger and more effective policies and programs to reduce the 
adverse effects of these local constraints. The Radar map further shows each region had different average composi-
tions from 1991 to 2010 (Fig. 5). I found that different bottlenecks limit the development of indicators in different 
times at different regions. For example, weak resistance is limited in the Central North region of Victoria, while low 
soil water-holding capacity constrained resilience in the Darling Downs and Central Highlands in 1991–2010. The 
common bottlenecks in the wheat–sheep production zone include average income, soil water-holding capacity, elec-
tricity consumption, total labor used on farm, and age of the land manager (Fig. 5). I recommend each region strike 
a balance among these components to resolve their current bottleneck issues. Identifying and overcoming regional 
bottlenecks and allowing land managers to balance local development provide a good way to prioritize improving 
resilience and AC. For example, the Central North region of Victoria needs greater resistance and Darling Downs 
and Central Highlands need better soil water-holding capacity.

Creating scientifically sound policies to manage the components of resilience (e.g., resistance, absorption, 
and AC) will help local stakeholders deal with climatic disasters. Biophysical resilience benefits from improving 
resistance and absorption in the environment47. The interactions between different PCs represent the dynamics of 
resilience; the trade-offs between complement and substitution of each capital commonly influence the function 
of AC. Findings from the substitution and complementation between each composite can be useful inputs for 
developing a combination of policies that are designed to strengthen resilience. Some mitigation policies (e.g., 
cultivating drought resistant varieties) can augment the resistance of wheat to drought. Selecting efficient technol-
ogies (e.g., conserving crop-diversity) can improve the tolerance of wheat to drought. Managing AC depends on 
developing human, physical, social, natural, and financial capital in socioeconomic contexts. For example, specific 
investments in education and health services can increase human capital, and programs that support community 
development and communication infrastructure, such as Australia’s land care movement, can enhance social 
capital. Policies that accelerate rural development and expand access to the markets can create better physical 
infrastructure and provide additional market opportunities48.

The science-policy gap also should be resolved by managing the components of resilience. To make science 
more relevant to policy, resilience assessments need to inform action by and on behalf of stakeholders to increase 
resilience and build AC. The government, scientists, and non-government organizations should provide farmers 
with a decision-support system, seasonal weather, and agricultural forecasting as well as information related to 
the effects of climate change on farming systems49.

Conclusions
Although enhancing resilience is a well-recognized adaptation to climate change, little research has been under-
taken on the dynamics of resilience. This occurs because complex relationships exist between AC and resilience, 
and some issues also create challenges related to the construction, operation, and application of resilience. This 
study identified the dynamics of temporal, spatial changes of resilience found in a sample of wheat–drought resil-
ience in Australia’s wheat–sheep production zone during 1991–2010.

Combining SLF with the PCA method through spatial resilience mapping, I provide a synthesized methodol-
ogy of resilience, expand knowledge on the dynamics of resilience, and recommend effective strategies of improv-
ing resilience, which are useful and urgently needed for resilience conceptualization, operation, and application. I 
conclude that a synthesis of resilience is needed to create an interaction between social and biophysical resilience 
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due to the substitutions and complementation events among their components, recommend that preferentially 
solving regional constraints, building components of resilience, and trading off the related components are the 
important steps required to improve resilience.

However, the present analysis has some limitations. First, the measurements of the resilience of wheat yield 
to drought lost more information on the decision-making process about improving resilience. I will measure 
resilience of agricultural profit to climate changes. Second, it exemplifies here how complements and substitutes 
between each PC affect resilience; these complex interactions may reduce the effectiveness of the SLF in resilience 
assessments. The tradeoff among these interactions will be an interesting topic for future studies.

References
 1. Holling, C. S. Resilience and stability of ecological systems. Annual Review of Ecology Systematics, 1–23. (1973).
 2. Xu, L. & Marinova, D. Resilience thinking: a bibliometric analysis of socio-ecological research. Scientometrics 96, 911–927, 

doi:10.1007/s11192-013-0957-0 (2013).
 3. Alliance, R. Assessing and managing resilience in social-ecological systems: A practitioners workbook. (2007).
 4. Kahan, J. H., Allen, A. C. & George, J. K. An Operational Framework for Resilience. Journal of Homeland Security and Emergency 

Management 6 (2009).
 5. Nystrom, M., Graham, N. A. J., Lokrantz, J. & Norstrom, A. V. Capturing the cornerstones of coral reef resilience: linking theory to 

practice. Coral Reefs 27, 795–809, doi:10.1007/s00338-008-0426-z (2008).
 6. Baral, N. & Stern, M. J. Capital Stocks and Organizational Resilience in the Annapurna Conservation Area, Nepal. Society & Natural 

Resources 24, 1011–1026, doi:10.1080/08941920.2010.495372 (2011).
 7. Valdivia, C. et al. Adapting to Climate Change in Andean Ecosystems: Landscapes, Capitals, and Perceptions Shaping Rural 

Livelihood Strategies and Linking Knowledge Systems. Annals of the Association of American Geographers 100, 818–834 (2010).
 8. Bloesch, J. et al. Sustainable Development Integrated in the Concept of Resilence. Problemy Ekorozwoju 10, 7–14 (2015).
 9. Menoni, S., Molinari, D., Parker, D., Ballio, F. & Tapsell, S. Assessing multifaceted vulnerability and resilience in order to design 

risk-mitigation strategies. Nat. Hazards 64, 2057–2082, doi:10.1007/s11069-012-0134-4 (2012).
 10. Huai, J. Integration and Typologies of Vulnerability to Climate Change: A Case Study from Australian Wheat Sheep Zones. Scientific 

Reports 6, 33744, doi:10.1038/srep33744 (2016).
 11. IPCC. IPCC, 2007: climate change 2007: impacts, adaptation and vulnerability. Contribution of working group II to the fourth 

assessment report of the intergovernmental panel on climate change, (Cambridge University Press, Cambridge., 2007).
 12. Folke, C. et al. Resilience Thinking: Integrating Resilience, Adaptability and Transformability. Ecology and Society 15 (2010).
 13. Fisher, J. A. et al. Strengthening conceptual foundations: analysing frameworks for ecosystem services and poverty alleviation 

research. Global Environ. Change 23, 1098–1111 (2013).
 14. Maru, Y. T., Stafford Smith, M., Sparrow, A., Pinho, P. F. & Dube, O. P. A linked vulnerability and resilience framework for adaptation 

pathways in remote disadvantaged communities. Global Environ. Change 28, 337–350, doi:10.1016/j.gloenvcha.2013.12.007 (2014).
 15. Hallegatte, S. Strategies to adapt to an uncertain climate change. Global Environmental Change 19, 240–247, doi:10.1016/j.

gloenvcha.2008.12.003 (2009).
 16. Brinkman, T. J., Kofinas, G. P., Chapin, F. S. III & Person, D. K. Influence of hunter adaptability on resilience of subsistence hunting 

systems. Journal of Ecological Anthropology 11, 58–63 (2007).

Figure 5. Radar maps of average components every five-year that show the regional bottlenecks of improving 
resilience. The number by each branch of Radar is region code that is gained from Fig. 1 in a previous work27. 
The smaller indicators in each region represent the regional constraints every five year.

http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11192-013-0957-0
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00338-008-0426-z
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/08941920.2010.495372
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11069-012-0134-4
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/srep33744
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.gloenvcha.2013.12.007
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.gloenvcha.2008.12.003
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.gloenvcha.2008.12.003


www.nature.com/scientificreports/

1 0Scientific REPORTS | 7: 9532  | DOI:10.1038/s41598-017-09669-1

 17. Walker, B. et al. A handful of heuristics and some propositions for understanding resilience in social-ecological systems. Ecology and 
Society 11 (2006).

 18. Folke, C. et al. Regime shifts, resilience, and biodiversity in ecosystem management. Annual Review of Ecology Evolution and 
Systematics 35, 557–581, doi:10.1146/annurev.ecolsys.35.021103.105711 (2004).

 19. O’Brien, K., Eriksen, S., Schjolden, A., & Nygaard, L. What’s in a word. Conflicting perceptions of vulnerability in climate change 
research. (Oslo, CICERO, 2004).

 20. Hanslow, K., Gunasekera, D., Cullen, B. & Newth, D. Economic impacts of climate change on the Australian dairy sector. Australian 
Journal of Agricultural and Resource Economics 58, 60–77, doi:10.1111/1467-8489.12021 (2014).

 21. Brown, K. In Climate Change and the Crisis of Capitalism: A Chance to Reclaim, Self, Society and Nature (ed M. Pelling, Manuel-
Navarrete, D., Redclift, M. (Eds.)) 37-50 (Routledge, 2011).

 22. Folke, C. R. The emergence of a perspective for social–ecological systems analyses. Global Environmental Change 16, 253–267, 
doi:10.1016/j.gloenvcha.2006.04.002 (2006).

 23. Adger, W. N. Social and ecological resilience: are they related? Progress in Human Geography  24,  347–364, 
doi:10.1191/030913200701540465 (2000).

 24. Schwarz, A.-M. et al. Vulnerability and resilience of remote rural communities to shocks and global changes: Empirical analysis 
from Solomon Islands. Global Environmental Change 21, 1128–1140, doi:10.1016/j.gloenvcha.2011.04.011 (2011).

 25. Nelson, R. et al. The vulnerability of Australian rural communities to climate variability and change: Part II-Integrating impacts with 
adaptive capacity. Environmental Science & Policy 13, 18–27, doi:10.1016/j.envsci.2009.09.007 (2010).

 26. Aldunce, P., Beilin, R., Handmer, J. & Howden, M. Framing disaster resilience The implications of the diverse conceptualisations of 
“bouncing back”. Disaster Prev. Manage. 23, 252–270, doi:10.1108/dpm-07-2013-0130 (2014).

 27. Bryan, B. A. et al. What actually confers adaptive capacity? Insights from agro-climatic vulnerability of Australian wheat. PLoS One 
10, e0117600, doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0117600 (2015).

 28. Mpelasoka, F., Hennessy, K., Jones, R. & Bates, B. Comparison of suitable drought indices for climate change impacts assessment 
over Australia towards resource management. International Journal of Climatology 28, 1283–1292, doi:10.1002/joc.1649 (2008).

 29. Lyle, G. & Ostendorf, B. A high resolution broad scale spatial indicator of grain growing profitability for natural resource planning. 
Ecological Indicators 11, 209–218, doi:10.1016/j.ecolind.2010.07.014 (2011).

 30. Cockfield, G. Against the Grain: The AWB Scandal and Why it Happened. Australian Journal of Political Science 44, 357–358 (2009).
 31. Yang, Y. M., Liu, D. L., Anwar, M. R., Zuo, H. P. & Yang, Y. H. Impact of future climate change on wheat production in relation to 

plant-available water capacity in a semiaridenvironment. ThApC 115, 391–410, doi:10.1007/s00704-013-0895-z (2014).
 32. Ludwig, F. & Asseng, S. Climate change impacts on wheat production in a Mediterranean environment in Western Australia. 

Agricultural Systems 90, 159–179, doi:10.1016/j.agsy.2005.12.002 (2006).
 33. Sprigg, H., Belford, R., Milroy, S., Bennett, S. J. & Bowran, D. Adaptations for growing wheat in the drying climate of Western 

Australia. Crop & Pasture Science 65, 627–644, doi:10.1071/cp13352 (2014).
 34. Huai, J. Role of Livelihood Capital in Reducing Climatic Vulnerability: Insights of Australian Wheat from 1990–2010. Plos One 11, 

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0152277 (2016).
 35. Davis, E. P. Debt, financial fragility, and systemic risk, http://ideas.repec.org/b/oxp/obooks/9780198233312.html (1995).
 36. Farshadfar, E., Poursiahbidi, M. M. & Assessment, S. M. S. of drought tolerance in land races of bread wheat based on resistance/

tolerance indices. International Journal of Advanced Biological & Biomedical Research 1.2, 143–158 (2013).
 37. Araghi, S. G. & Assad, M. T. Evaluation of four screening techniques for drought resistance and their relationship to yield reduction 

ratio in wheat. Euphytica 103, 293–299 (1998).
 38. Ji, T., Zhang, C. & Xie, H. et al. A Comparative Study on Yield Index of Wheat Varieties Drought Resistance. Chinese Agricultural 

Science Bulletin 1, 103–106 (2006).
 39. Zhao, G. et al. Large-scale, high-resolution agricultural systems modeling using a hybrid approach combining grid computing and 

parallel processing. Environmental Modelling & Software 41, 231–238, doi:10.1016/j.envsoft.2012.08.007 (2013).
 40. Birkmann, J. et al. Framing vulnerability, risk and societal responses: the MOVE framework. Natural Hazards 67, 193–211, 

doi:10.1007/s11069-013-0558-5 (2013).
 41. Pelling, M. & High, C. Understanding adaptation: What can social capital offer assessments of adaptive capacity? Global 

Environmental Change-Human and Policy Dimensions 15, 308–319, doi:10.1016/j.gloenvcha.2005.02.001 (2005).
 42. Adler, P. S. Social Capital: Prospects for a New Concept. Academy of Management Review 27, 17–40 (2002).
 43. Antwi-Agyei, P., Fraser, E. D. G., Dougill, A. J., Stringer, L. C. & Simelton, E. Mapping the vulnerability of crop production to drought 

in Ghana using rainfall, yield and socioeconomic data. Applied Geography 32, 324–334, doi:10.1016/j.apgeog.2011.06.010 (2012).
 44. Abson, D. J., Dougill, A. J. & Stringer, L. C. Using Principal Component Analysis for information-rich socio-ecological vulnerability 

mapping in Southern Africa. Applied Geography 35, 515–524, doi:10.1016/j.apgeog.2012.08.004 (2012).
 45. Nelson, R., Kokic, P., Elliston, L. & King, J. Structural adjustment: a vulnerability index for Australian broadacre agriculture. 

Australian Commodities 12, 171–179 (2005).
 46. Folke, C. et al. Resilience and sustainable development: Building adaptive capacity in a world of transformations. Ambio 31, 

437–440, doi:10.1639/0044-7447 (2002).
 47. Lin, B. B. Resilience in agriculture through crop diversification: adaptive management for environmental change. BioSc 61, 183–193 

(2011).
 48. Anderson, J. R. Risk in rural development: challenges for managers and policy makers. Agricultural Systems 75, 161–197, 

doi:10.1016/s0308-521x(02)00064-1 (2003).
 49. Twomlow, S. et al. Building adaptive capacity to cope with increasing vulnerability due to climatic change in Africa - A new 

approach. Physics and Chemistry of the Earth 33, 780–787, doi:10.1016/j.pce.2008.06.048 (2008).

Acknowledgements
I am grateful for the comments of several anonymous reviewers and the work from Bryan Brett, Darran King, Jeff 
Connor, Huanguang Qiu and Gang Zhao who help to discuss my manuscript, as well as the editors of Accdon and 
LetPub, which have greatly improved this manuscript.

Author Contributions
Huai J.J. wrote the main manuscript text; Huai J.J. prepared all figures and tables, Huai J.J. reviewed the 
manuscript; Huai J.J. analysed the data.

Additional Information
Competing Interests: The authors declare that they have no competing interests.
Publisher's note: Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in published maps and 
institutional affiliations.

http://dx.doi.org/10.1146/annurev.ecolsys.35.021103.105711
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/1467-8489.12021
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.gloenvcha.2006.04.002
http://dx.doi.org/10.1191/030913200701540465
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.gloenvcha.2011.04.011
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.envsci.2009.09.007
http://dx.doi.org/10.1108/dpm-07-2013-0130
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0117600
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/joc.1649
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolind.2010.07.014
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00704-013-0895-z
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.agsy.2005.12.002
http://dx.doi.org/10.1071/cp13352
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0152277
http://ideas.repec.org/b/oxp/obooks/9780198233312.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.envsoft.2012.08.007
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11069-013-0558-5
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.gloenvcha.2005.02.001
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.apgeog.2011.06.010
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.apgeog.2012.08.004
http://dx.doi.org/10.1639/0044-7447
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/s0308-521x(02)00064-1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.pce.2008.06.048


www.nature.com/scientificreports/

1 1Scientific REPORTS | 7: 9532  | DOI:10.1038/s41598-017-09669-1

Open Access This article is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International 
License, which permits use, sharing, adaptation, distribution and reproduction in any medium or 

format, as long as you give appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the source, provide a link to the Cre-
ative Commons license, and indicate if changes were made. The images or other third party material in this 
article are included in the article’s Creative Commons license, unless indicated otherwise in a credit line to the 
material. If material is not included in the article’s Creative Commons license and your intended use is not per-
mitted by statutory regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will need to obtain permission directly from the 
copyright holder. To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.
 
© The Author(s) 2017

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

	Dynamics of resilience of wheat to drought in Australia from 1991–2010
	Research design
	Study areas. 

	Methodology
	Conceptualizing resilience. 
	Selecting indicators: Measuring resistance, absorption, and restoration. 
	Synthesizing resilience by PCA. 
	Mapping synthesized resilience and its components. 
	Building synthesized resilience. 

	Results
	Synthesis of adaptive capacity and resilience. 
	Dynamics of resilience. 

	Discussion
	Conclusions
	Acknowledgements
	Figure 1 Five steps of analysis the dynamics of resilience.
	Figure 2 Time series of annual resilience (SR) and its components in 1991–2010 in Australia’s wheat–sheep production zone.
	Figure 3 Regional resilience and components every five years in the wheat–sheep production zone in Australia.
	Figure 4 Growth ratios of resilience and its components.
	Figure 5 Radar maps of average components every five-year that show the regional bottlenecks of improving resilience.
	Table 1 Definitions and measurements of resilience.
	Table 2 Principal component analyses (PCA) of adaptive capacity and resilience.




