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Careers & recruitment

People

Recent moves of note in and around the biotech and pharma industries.

Michael Bauer has been named 
CEO of Vienna-based Quantro 
T h e ra p e u t i c s ,  s u c c e e d i n g  
Dieter Nachtigall, who will tran-
sition to an advisory role. Before 
joining Quantro, Bauer was 
co-founder, CEO and a member 
of the board of directors of Cell-
estia Biotech.

Clinical-stage oncology company 
Immuneering has appointed  
Harold E. Brakewood chief busi-
ness officer. He joins the company 
from Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, 
where he served as vice president, 
business unit head for oncol-
ogy, COVID-19 and new product  
planning.

Susan Catalano  has been 
appointed CSO of Capsida 

Biotherapeutics. She joins from 
Coda Biotherapeutics, where 
she served in the same capac-
ity. Before that, Catalano was 
co-founder, CSO and a member 
of the board of directors of Cogni-
tion Therapeutics.

Meliora Therapeutic s has 
appointed Claudio Chuaqui sen-
ior vice president, head of drug 
discovery. Chuaqui brings over 
20 years of drug discovery expe-
rience, most recently serving as 
senior vice president of research 
at Syros Pharma.

M a r s e i l l e - b a s e d  I m C h e c k 
Therapeutics has appointed  
Thomas Civik chairman of its 
board of directors. Civik has 30 
years of biopharma industry 

experience, most recently serv-
ing as CEO of Five Prime Thera-
peutics.

Gabriel M. Cohn has been named 
chief medical officer of gene edit-
ing company iECURE. He joins the 
company from Avrobio, where he 
served as chief medical officer of 
homology and vice president of 
clinical development.

A l l e n  Fi e n b e rg  h a s  b e e n 
appointed chairman and CEO 
of Rumi Scientific. He joins the 
company after serving for more 
than 20 years as vice president 
of business development at 
Intra-Cellular Therapies, which 
he co-founded in 2002.

Sage Therapeutics has named 
Jessica Federer to its board of 
directors. She currently serves 
as managing partner at Super-
node Ventures and was previ-
ously Bayer AG’s first chief digital 
officer.

Syndax Pharmaceuticals has 
named Neil Gallagher president, 
head of R&D. He brings 20 years 
of industry experience, most 
recently serving as chief medical 
officer, vice president, head of 
development at AbbVie.

Michael L. Meyers has been 
appointed chief medical officer 
of Flare Therapeutics. He was pre-
viously chief medical officer and 
senior vice president, chief devel-
opment officer at Syndax Pharma-
ceuticals. In addition, Flare has 
announced the promotions of 
Daphne Karydas, formerly COO 
and CFO, to president and CFO 
and Michaela Bowden, formerly 
senior vice president, biology & 
translation, to chief development 

officer, and the appointment of 
Jigar Raythatha, venture part-
ner at Third Rock Ventures, to its 
board of directors.

R a t i o  T h e r a p e u t i c s  h a s 
announced the appointment of 
Noel Monks as head of biology. 
Monks held roles as senior direc-
tor of preclinical biology and 
pharmacology at NeuBase Thera-
peutics and associate director at 
AstraZeneca/Medimmune.

HanAll Biopharma has announced 
the appointment of Su-jin Park 
as co-CEO alongside Sean Jeong, 
who was named CEO in March 
2021. Park was most recently 
head of the prescription drug 
marketing and sales division at 
Daewoong Pharmaceutical.

Raju Prasad has been appointed 
CFO of CRISPR Therapeutics, suc-
ceeding Brendan Smith, who is 
leaving to pursue other oppor-
tunities. Prasad joins CRISPR 
from William Blair & Company, 
where he served as a partner 
and senior equity research  
analyst.

Netherlands-based Azafaros has 
announced the appointments 
of Silvia Ragno as COO and 
Henrik Torp Nielsen as head of 
finance. Ragno is co-founder and 
COO of Stargazer Pharmaceuti-
cals. Nielsen previously served 
as European head of business 
development finance, oncology 
at Novartis.

Privately held Lucy Therapeutics 
has named Christopher J. Winrow  
CSO. Winrow was previously 
vice president and head of trans-
lational medicine at Cyclerion 
Therapeutics.

 Check for updates

Precision medicine developer 
FogPharma has announced the 
appointment of Mathai Mam-
men as chairman, president 
and CEO, effective June 2023. 
Mammen brings global R&D and 
corporate leadership experience 
to FogPharma, most recently 
serving as executive vice presi-
dent, pharmaceuticals, R&D at 
Johnson & Johnson. He began 
his career as founder and head 
of R&D at Theravance and sub-
sequently held senior R&D roles 
at Merck. FogPharma co-founder 
Gregory Verdine will transition 
from his current role as chairman 
and CEO to vice chairman on the 
company’s board of directors.

“Mathai is a world-renowned 
innovator in drug discovery, 
development and company 
building who has created great 
teams, businesses and numer-
ous important medicines over 
25 years in small and large 
pharma,” said Verdine. “I am 
extremely excited to collabo-
rate with Mathai as he takes 
over the reins of the company. 
This is the perfect time to transi-
tion FogPharma’s leadership as 
we prepare to advance our first 
development candidate, FOG-
001, a first-and-only-in-class 
direct TCF-blocking β-catenin 
inhibitor, into clinical develop-
ment for cancer in 2023.”

Mathai Mammen
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