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underpinned by a biomarker-driven 
hypothesis. “Epigenetics is a complicated 
area, and you can do clinical development 
for years without really getting good 
traction,” says Trojer. “And so we said to 
ourselves, let’s not do this again.”

Tazverik’s careful development sets  
an important precedent. “There are tons  

of [epigenetic] targets out there,” says 
Melnick, “but not a great understanding 
of how they are working.” He laments a 
common “hit and run” mentality: “Find 
some drug that works and then make a  
big claim about epigenetic therapy. But 
we can’t do it that way. We have to do 
consistent, methodical analyses of these 

systems to get a sense of where the true  
vulnerability lies.” ❐
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CHINA
China’s Central Military Commission 
approves the use of a COVID-19 vaccine for 

its soldiers after clinical trials proved it was safe and 
showed some efficacy. The military will not be waiting 
for formal regulatory approvals before rolling out the 
vaccine, developed jointly by its research unit and 
Tianjin-based CanSino Biologics.

KENYA
Researchers at the Kenya Agricultural and 
Livestock Research Organisation develop a 

GM cassava that is nutritionally enhanced and resistant 
to the cassava brown streak disease. The National 
Biosafety Authority has certified its safety and has 
invited public comments, after which national 
performance trials for the variety can start.

BRAZIL
The government agrees to a $127 million 
deal with AstraZeneca to produce doses of 

the University of Oxford’s adenovirus-based COVID-19 
vaccine candidate. The British drugmaker will make 
available around 30 million finished doses of the 
vaccine, with roughly half that amount available by 
December. Brazil will also make an additional 70 million 
doses, with AstraZeneca supplying the unfinished 
vaccine at no cost.

DENMARK
Novo Nordisk Foundation donates
$112 million to DTU Biosustain to develop 

sustainable chemicals, bio-based products and 
microbial foods using genome-scale analysis and 
automated technologies to generate large datasets. 
One focus of the grant is to support sustainable 
medicine production by working on the design of cell 
factories.

UNITED KINGDOM
Biotech startups will be able to access a 
share of $38 million in grant funding after the 

relaunch of Innovate UK’s Biomedical Catalyst funding 
competition. The program, launched in 2012, has 
helped British life science companies leverage over £4 
of private investment for every £1 of public money 
invested.
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