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PODCAST

First Rounders: Greg Verdine
Greg Verdine is a professor at Harvard University, and CEO and president of FogPharma and LifeMine 
Therapeutics. He is a cofounder of multiple companies. His talk with Nature Biotechnology covers growing  
up in the Pine Barrens of New Jersey, the importance of excelling in the lab versus the classroom, and  
drugging the undruggable. https://www.nature.com/nbt/podcast.
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JAPAN
Foods produced using gene-editing 
technology can be sold in Japan without the 

need for safety inspections, unlike GM foods, according 
to the country’s Consumer Affairs Agency. Though GM 
foods require toxicity and carcinogenicity testing and 
must be labeled, CAA said no labeling was required for 
gene-edited products as they were no different than 
non-edited foods.   

AUSTRALIA
The government of South Australia 
bypasses the state parliament to reverse

a 15-year ban on GM crops. The regulations allow 
farmers to plant GM crops in January 2020, though 
parliament may block them again for the third time when 
it reconvenes in February.   

SPAIN
Madrid-based PharmaMar partners with 
Ireland’s Jazz Pharmaceuticals in a $1 billion 

deal for PharmaMar’s lung cancer drug lurbinectedin. 
The Spanish drugmaker receives $200 million up front 
and a $800 million in potential milestone payments in 
exchange for Jazz receiving US marketing rights.  

PHILIPPINES
The Philippine Department of Agriculture 
affirms the safety of Golden Rice for food, 

feed or processing, a key step in deploying the crop, 
which could help solve vitamin A deficiency in children 
and pregnant women. To complete the biosafety 
regulatory process, the crop will also need approval 
for commercial propagation. 

IRELAND
WuXi Biologics’ vaccines subsidiary will 
spend $240 million to build a vaccine 

manufacturing facility in Dundalk. The plant will create 
200 jobs producing vaccine ingredients and products for 
an unnamed pharma company for the global market. 
WuXi has identified contract development and 
manufacturing as a growth area for the company.  
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