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                arising from: S. Luyssaert et al. Nature https://doi.org/10.1038/nature07276 (2008)
Luyssaert et al.1 reported that unmanaged, old-growth forests continue to sequester atmospheric carbon (C) at a rate of 2.4Â Â±Â 0.8Â MgÂ CÂ haâ€“1Â yrâ€“1 for stand ages exceeding 200Â years. This claim was based on an analysis of net ecosystem productivity (NEP) and other C flux data from temperate or boreal forest plots compiled from published studies and databases. Their conclusions and quantitative estimates are widely cited and essential in the debate on the role of forests in climate mitigation. Thus, it is important to discuss the validity of these estimates.
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                    Fig. 1: Changes in C fluxes as a function of age.



                


                
                    
                        
                    
                
            

            
                Data availability

              
              The data analysed in this study and in Luyssaert et al. (2008) are publicly available at https://daac.ornl.gov/VEGETATION/guides/forest_carbon_flux.html (ref. 22). We used version 3.1 (12.06.2008).
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