
Gonorrhoea is a sexually 
transmitted infection (STI) caused 

by the bacterium Neisseria gonorrhoeae. 
Infection typically results in urethritis 
in men and cervicitis in women; rectal 
and pharyngeal gonorrhoea are most 
frequently diagnosed in men who have sex 
with men (MSM). Disseminated (systemic) 
gonococcal infections are rare.

The global incidence of gonorrhoea was estimated 
at ~87 million cases in 2016, and the incidence 

No vaccine is available; thus, prevention 
relies on education on STIs, promotion of 
safe sexual behaviours, improved notification 
and treatment of sexual partners of affected 
individuals and targeted interventions 
(for example, screening) in vulnerable 
populations, such as sex workers, MSM and 

Social stigma associated with STIs can elicit 
feelings of humiliation, embarrassment and 

Importantly, stigma can also lead to reluctance 
to seek testing for STIs and notify sexual 
partners, and to reduced levels of treatment 

N. gonorrhoeae is an obligate human pathogen; 
its colonization factors include pili and adhesins 
to attach to the mucosal epithelium, porins, 
and efflux pump systems that can act as AMR 

adapt to their host, and can effectively evade 

N. gonorrhoeae is naturally competent for 
transformation: it can acquire new DNA from 
other bacteria via horizontal genetic transfer, 
which also contributes to the efficient spread of 

N. gonorrhoeae infection 
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Key priorities for 
research and control 

of gonnorrhoea include 
improved epidemiological 
and mechanistic 
understanding, and 
optimizing clinical practice
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