
Our proposal1 identified the key variables 
in the cost-price calculation of innovative 
cancer drugs and offered an algorithm 
for the calculation of a fair price for these 
drugs. In a correspondence on this article, 
Nuijten and Vis (Economic comments on 
proposal for a novel cancer drug pricing 
model. Nat. Rev. Clin. Oncol. https://doi.
org/10.1038/s41571-018-0083-2)2 adhere to 
the way pharmaceutical companies currently 
determine the price of anticancer drugs, 
by applying the principles of free-market 
economics in the presence of a monopoly. 
The authors mainly consider the commercial 
interests of the pharmaceutical companies. 
Unfortunately, these authors neglect the 
immense issues created by the current 
pricing mechanism, including the issues 
of sustainability and affordability of cancer 
drugs. Such issues affect all health-care 
systems, often resulting in patients being 
unable to access medicines that they  
urgently need. It is abundantly clear that  

defend the current status quo surrounding 
drug pricing is an important step towards 
this goal. We encourage all stakeholders to 
proactively combine efforts to create a more 
sustainable balance between social and 
economic entrepreneurship that incentivizes 
meaningful innovation and provides patients 
with the highest possible level of access to 
novel agents.
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the existing free-market model does 
not support the broa der use of novel 
(anticancer) drugs — and thus is in fact 
harmful to patients globally.

With respect to drug development, it 
is important to note that a considerable 
amount of public funding is used to support 
pharmaceutical research and development 
(R&D). This contribution is not reflected  
in the current drug pricing strategy. A 
reason for this omission, among others, is 
the lack of traceability of public funds in the  
patenting and licensing process, which 
impedes a fair return on public investment3. 
Therefore, a greater level of transparency in 
the costs of R&D is clearly warranted.

With a 68% increase in the incidence 
of cancer expected to occur by 2030, a 
transformation to a new approach to 
cancer drug pricing is urgently needed. 
The model that we proposed deliberately 
intends to serve all stakeholders, including 
the pharmaceutical industry. Ceasing to 
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