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                To the Editor — Haddaway and colleagues recently published a Perspective1 in Nature Ecology & Evolution aimed at improving the process of evidence synthesis in ecology. This is critically important because systematic literature reviews help us synthesize comprehensive, unbiased scientific knowledge on topics that are fundamental for the progress of science and its contributions to conserving global biodiversity and improving human well-being. We thus applaud and thank the authors for compiling such a comprehensive list of problems with literature reviews and potential solutions.
However, we wish to highlight a key issue absent from this Perspective, particularly from the discussion of publication bias: the need to search and analyse literature in multiple languages. English is now undoubtedly the common language of science, but a non-negligible amount of literature on biodiversity is published in languages other than English, which could provide important information for research, conservation practices and policies2. The issue of language publication bias (that is, the publication of findings in a particular language, depending on the nature and direction of the results) has long been recognized in evidence syntheses3,4, and it has been shown that ignoring studies published in languages other than English could bias conclusions of evidence syntheses in both healthcare5,6 and ecology7. Scientific knowledge available only in non-English languages could play an even more important role in ecology than in other disciplines, since local, context-dependent ecological evidence can often better inform conservation practices and policies8, but such local evidence tends to be published in local languages2,7. Our ignorance of non-English-language science can also explain, at least partly, a Western-biased distribution of information available in international journals9 and global databases10.
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